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of. cammenta delet diet, nature judic bn . 
| Cic. 
Time obliterates the gctions of Einion, and confirms 


the- deciſions of nature. 


be accommodated to particular circumſtances 

or charaQters, and enter the heart on that ſide 

where the paſſions ſtand ready to receive it. A 

lady ſeldom liſtens with attention to any praiſe but 

= that of her beauty ; a merchant always expects to 

8 hear of his influence at the bank, his importance 

| on the exchange, the height of his credit, and: the 
extent of his traffick : and the author will ſcarcely 

be pleaſed without lamentations of the neglet of ' 
learning, the conſpiracies againſt genius, and the 
ſlow progreſs of merit, or ſome praiſes of the mag- 
nanimity of thoſe who encounter poverty and con- 
tempt in the cauſe of knowledge, and truſt for the 
reward of their labours to the judgment and grati- 

tude of poſterity. _ | 
An aſſurance of unfading laurels, and wa 

re IR, is the ſettled reciprocation of civility 


b. III. B between 


] T is neren tothe ſucceſs of Aattery, chat it 


« 
- 


between amicable writers, To raiſe monuments. more 
durable than braſs, and more conſpicuous than pyra- 
midi, has been long the common boaſt of literature; 
but among the innumerable architects that erect 
columns to themſelves, far the greater part, either 
for want of durable materials, or of art to diſ- 
its poſe: them, ſee their edifices periſh as they are 
if -towering to completion, and thoſe few that for a 
ti chile attract the eye of mankind, are generally 
= weak i in the foundation, and ſoon fink by) the faps of 
= - 1: No place affords a more ſtriking Sion of 
1 the vanity of human hopes, than a publick library; 
for who can ſee the wall crowded on every ſide by 
mighty volumes, the works of laborious meditation, 
and accurate enquiry, now ſcarcely known but 


the pomp of learning, without conſidering how. 
many hours have been waſted in vain endeavours, 
how often imagination has anticipated the praiſes of 


' fany of his antagoniſts, and dogmatiſm has de- 
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Non men dedit 
- Dequizents fars majara, quam Ren Sos 
Auen Iuperbi. 5 
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are thus treaſured up in magnificent abſcurity, 


; : 
F< . 3 
7 % 
* 
7 . 


by the catalogue, and preſerved only to increaſe 


1 futurity, how many ſtatues have riſen to the- eye 
= + of vanity, how many ideal converts have elevated. 
zeal, how often wit has exulted in the eternal in- 


- lighted in the gradual advances of his authority, the 
43%; © 8 of his decrees, and. neu of 


Of the innumerable authors whoſe performances | 


moſt 
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THE nates _ 
oft are fo n,  boemifs they never dhrved to 
ben and owed the honours which 8 
once obtained, not to judgment or to genius, to 
labour or to art, but to the prejudice of faction, 
the ſtratagem * e or the ſervility of zu- 
lation. 

Nothing is more common than to find men whoſe 
works are now totally neglected, mentioned with 
| praiſes by their contemporaries, as the oracles or 
their age, and the legiſlators of ſcience. Curiofi ity 
is naturally excited, their volumes after long enquiry 
are found,. but ſeldom reward the labour of the 
ſearch. Every period of time has produced theſe 
bubbles of artificial fame, which are kept up a while 
by the breath of faſhion, and then break at once, 

and are annihilated. The learned often bewail the 
_ boſs of ancient writers whoſe characters have ſurvived 
their works; but perhaps, if we could now retrieve 
them, we ſhould find them only the Granvilles, 
Montagues, Stepneys, and Sheffield: of their time, 
and wonder by what infatuation or Caprice they 
could be raifed to notice. 

It cannot, however, be denied, that many have 
ſunk into oblivion, whom it were unjuſt to number 
with this deſpicable claſs. Various kinds of lite- 
rary fame ſeem deſtined to various meaſures -of 
duration. Some ſpread into exuberance with a 
very ſpeedy growth, but ſoon wither and decay; 
ſome riſe more ſlowly, but laſt long. Pariaſſus 
has its flowers of tranſient fragrance, as well as its 


 - oaks of towering height, and its laurels of eternal 


verdure. 

Among thoſe whoſe reputation is exhauſted in a 
ſhort time by its own luxuriance, are the writers 
who tale advantage of preſent incidents or cha- 

LE EnDS | To raters 


4 THE RAMBLER, Ne 106. 
racers which ſtrongly intereſt the paſſions, and 
engage univerſal attention. It is not difficult to 


obtain readers, when we diſcuſs a queſtion which 


every one is deſirous to underſtand, which is de- | 
| bated in every aflembly, and has vided the nation 
into parties; or when we diſplay the faults or virtues 


| ot him who publick conduct has made almoſt 


every man his enemy or his friend. To the quick 
circulation of ſuch productions all the motives of 
intereſt and vanity concur ; the diſputant enlarges 
his knowledge, the zealot animates his paſſion, and 
every man is deſtrous to inform himſelf concerning 
affairs ſo vehemently agitated- and varioully __ 
ſented. _ 

It is ſcarcely to be· imagined, through how many | 
ſubordinations of intereſt the ardour of party is dif- 
fuſed; and what multitudes fancy themſelves affect- 

ed by every ſatire or panegyrick.on a man of emi- 

nence. Whoever has, at any time, taken occaſion 
to mention him with praiſe or blame, whoever hap- 
pens to love or hate any of his adherents, as he 
wiſhes to confirm his opinion, and to ſtrengthen his 
party, will diligently peruſe every paper from which 
he can hope for ſentiments like his own. An object, 
however ſmall in itſelt, if placed near to the eye, 


will-engroſs all. the rays of light; and a tranſaction, 


however trivial, ſwells into importance when it. 
preſſes immediately on our attention. He that ſhall 
peruſe the political pamphlets of any paſt reign, will 
wonder why they were ſo eagerly read, or ſo loudly 
praiſed. Many of the performances which had 
power to inflame factions, and fill a kingdom with 
confuſion, have now very little effect upon a fri gid 
critick ; and the time is coming, when the compo- 
ſitions of later hirelings ſhall lie equally deſpiſed. 


37 MW Wwe ̃ ͤ—ůU OTOL POR 8 


Ne⸗ 16. THE RAM BLE R. _— 


In proportion as thoſe who write on temporary ad 
jects, are exalted above their merit at firſt, they are 
afterwards depreſſed below it; nor can the brighteſt - 
elegance of dition, or moſt artful ſubtilty of reaſon- 
ing, hope for much eſteem from thoſe whoſe regard 
is no longer quickened by curioſity or pride. | 
Tt is, indeed, the fate of controvertiſts, even when 
they contend for philoſophical or theological. truth, 


to- be ſoon laid afide and lighted. Either the 


queſtion. is. decided, and there is no more place for 
doubt and oppoſition; ; or mankind defpair of under- 


ſtanding it, and grow weary of diſturbance, content 


themſelves with quiet ignorance, and refuſe to be 
haraſſed with labours which they have no hopes of 
recompenſing with knowledge. = 
The authors of new diſcoveries may ſurely expect 28 
to be reckoned among thoſe, whoſe writings are 
ſecure of veneration :. yet it often happens. that the 
general reception of a doctrine obſcures the books 
in which it was delivered. When any tenet is gene- 
rally received and adopted as an incontrovertible 
principle, we ſeldom look back to the arguments 
upon which it was firſt eſtabliſhed, or can bear 


that tediouſneſs of deduction, and multiplicity of 
evidence, by which its author was forced to recon- 
cile it to prejudice, and fortify it in the weakneſs of 


novelty againft 'obſtinacy and en y. 
It is well known how-much of our philoſophy is 


derived from Boyle's diſcovery of the qualities of the 


air; yet of thoſe who now adopt or enlarge his the- 


ory, very few have read the detail of his experiments. 


His name is, indeed, reverenced ; but his works are 
neglected; we are contented to Know, that he con- 


quered his opponents, without enquiring what 
. Cavils were produced againſt him, or Be what 
proofs they- were confuted. | 


B 3 Some 


— 


6 THE RAM BLER. N*+06 
Some writers apply themſelves to ſtudies boundleſs 


and inexhauſtible, as experiments and natural philo- 


ſophy. Theſe are always loſt in ſucceſſive compi- 

Uitions as new advances are made, and former ob- 

ſervations become more familiar. Others ſpend 

their lives in remarks on language, or explanations 
of antiquities, and only afford materials for lexico- 
graphers and commentators, who are themſelves 
overwhelmed by ſubſequent collectors, that equally 
deſtroy the memory of their predeceſſors by amplifi- 
cation, tranfj poſition, or contraction. 'Every new 
ſyſtem. of nature gives birth to a ſwarm of expoſitors, 

- Whoſe buſineſs is to explain and illuſtrate i it, and who 

can hope to exiſt no longer than the founder of 

their ſect preſerves his reputation. 

There are, indeed, few kinds of compoſition from 
which an author, however learned or ingenious, 
can hope a long continuance of fame. He who 

1 ns carefully ſtudied human nature, and can well 

deſcribe it, may with moſt reaſon flatter his ambi- 
tion. Bacon, among all his pretenſions to the regard 
of poſterity, ſeems to have pleaſed himſelf chiefly 
with his Eſſays, which come home to men's buſineſs 
and boſoms, and of which, therefore, he declares his 
expectation, that they will live as long as books laſt. 


It may, however, ſatisfy an honeſt and benevolent g 


mind to have been uſeful, though leſs conſpicuous; 
nor will he that extends his hope to higher rewards, 
be ſo much anxious to obtain praiſe, as to diſcharge 
the duty which Prov idence gs him. 
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Nums. 107. TugsDar, March 26, 1751. 
Alternis igitar contendere verfbus anke 
_ Cairpere : alternos muſæ meminiſſe volebant Vic. 


On themes alternate now the "ROI: recite ; 
The muſes in alternate themes delight; ELPHINSTON. 


MONG the various cenſures, which the 
unavoidable compariſon of my performances 
with thoſe of my predeceſſors has produced, there is 
none more general than that of uniformity. Many 
of my readers remark the want ef thoſe changes of 
colours, which formerly fed the attention with un- 
exhauſted novelty; and of that intermixture of ſub- 
jects,” or alternation of manner, by which other 
writers relieved wearineſs, and awakened expecta- 
tion. 

1 have, indeed, bitherto avoided the prafiice of 
uniting gay and folemn ſubjects in the ſame paper, 


becauſe it ſeems abſurd for an author to counteract ©: | 


himſelf, to preſs at once with equal force upon both 
parts of the intellectual balance, or giye medicines, - 
which, like the double poiſon of Dryden, deſtroy 
the force of one another. I have endeavoured ſome- 
times to divert, and ſometimes to elevate ; but have 
imagined it an uſeleſs attempt to diſturb merriment 
by ſolemnity, or interrupt ſeriouſneſs by drollery. - 
Vet I ſhall this day -publiſh two letters of very dif- 
ferent tendency, which I hope, like tragi-comedy, 
may chance to pleaſe even when ey! are not criti- 
cally approved. 
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„ young to talk at the table, I rage great plea- 
ure i in liſtening to the converſation of learned men, 
f 3 diſcourſe of things which I do 
1 wr #not underſtand ; and have, therefore, been of late 
1 particularly delighted with many diſputes about the 
alteration of the ſtile, which, "wy. fay, is to be made 
dy act of parliament. | 
One day when my mamma was gone out 5 the 
room, I aſked à very great ſcholar what the tile. 
was? He told me, CO afraid, I ſhould hardly | 
underſtand him when he informed me, that it was 
_ the ſlated and eſtabliſhed method of computing time. 
It was not, indeed, likely that I ſhould underſtand 
him; for I never yet knew time computed in my 
life, nor can imagine why we ſhould be at ſo much 
trouble to count what we cannot keep... He did not 
tell me whether we are to count the time paſt, or 
the time to come; but I have conſidered them both 
. by myſelf, and think i it as fooliſh to count time that 
is gone, as money that is ſpent ; and as for the time 
which is to come, it only ſeems farther off by 
counting; and therefore when any pleaſure is pro- 
4: 8 I always think of the time as little as I 


5 MF have "Tre liſtened very attentively to every 

one that talked upon this ſubject, of whom the 

greater _ ſeem not to underſtand it better than 

myſelf; for though they often hint how much 

the · nation has beeen miſtaken, and rejoice that we 
Are at laſt Pong wiſer than our - anceſtors, I 

| * 
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have never been able to diſcover from them, that 
any body has died ſooner or been married later 
for counting time wrong; and, therefore, I began 
to fancy, that there was a great buſtle with little 
conſequence. , 
At laſt, two friends of my. papa; Mr. Gels, | 
and Mr. "Starlight, being, it ſeems, both of high © 
learning; and able to make an almanack, began 
to talk about the new ſtile. Sweet Mr. Starlight 
—T am ſure I ſhall love his name as long as 1 
live; for he told Cycle roundly, with a fierce look, 
that we ſhould never be- right without a year of 
confuſion. Dear Mr. RamBLERr, did you ever 
hear any thing ſo- charming? a whole year of con- 
flüuſion! When there has been a rout at mam- 
ma's, I have thought one night of confuſion 
worth a thouſand nights of reſt; and if I can 
but ſee a year of confuſion, a whole year, of 
cards in one room, and dancings in another, here 
a feaſt, and there a maſquerade, and plays, and 
coaches, and hurries, and meſlages, and milli- 
ners, and raps at the door, and viſits, and fro- 
licks, and new faſhions, I ſhall not care what they 
do. with the reſt of the time, nor whether they 
count it by the old ſtile or the new; for I am re- 
ſolved to break looſe from the nurſery i in the tumult, 
and play my part among the reſt; and it ill be 
ſtrange if I cannot get a huſband and: a chariot in 
the year of confuſion. | 
Cycle, who is neither ſo young nor fs handſome 
as Starlight, very gravely maintained, that all the 
perplexity may be avoided by leaping over eleven 
days in the reckoning; and indeed, if it ſhould 
come only to this, I think the new ſtile is a de- 
lightful ching; ; for my mamma ſays I ſhall go to 
| 5 court 
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been laid againſt time, they could never kill it by 


one day, and the next for the muſick- maſter, but 
ruh from ball to ball, and from drum to drum; 


air and brightneſs of the ſun. 


were ſtruck with the hoſpital for the reception of 
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court when I am ſixteen, and if they can but 
contrive often to leap over eleven days together, 
the months of reſtraint will ſoon be at an end, 


It is ftrange, that with all the plots that have 


act of parliament before. Dear Sir, if you have 
any vote or intereſt, get them but. for once to 
deſtroy eleven months, and then I ſhall be as old 
as ſome married ladies. But this is deſired only 
if you think they will not comply with Mr: Star- 
light's ſcheme ; for nothing ſurely could pleaſe 
me like a year of confuſion, when I ſhall no 
longer be fixed this hour to my pen and the next to- 
my needle, or wait at home for the dancing-maſter 


and ſpend all my time without taſks, and without 


account, and go out without telling whither, 


and come home without "gun to preſeribed 4 


hours, or family-rules. | 4m, 


7 am, SIR, * 
To humble 4 


PROPERANTIA. 


— 
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Mr. RAMBLER, 


I Was ſeized this morning with an ul pen- 
| fiveneſs, and finding that books only ſerved to 
' heighten it, took a ramble into the fields, in hopes 
of relief and invigoration from the keenneſs of the 


As I wandered wrapped up in thought, my eyes 
deſerted 


wy 


— 
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deſerted infants, which 1 ſurveyed with pleaſure, 
till by a natural train of ſentiment, I began to 
reflect on the fate of the mothers. For to what 
ſhelter ean they fly? Only to the arms of their 
betrayer, which perhaps are now no longer open 
to receive them; and then how quick muſt be the 
tranſition from deluded virtue to ſhameleſs guilt, 
and from ſhameleſs guilt to hopeleſs. wretched- 
neis. 
The anguiſh that I felt, left me no reſt till I 1 | 
by your means, addreſſed myſelf to the publick on 
behalf of thoſe forlorn creatures, the women of 
the town ; whoſe miſery here might ſatisfy. the moſt 
rigorous cenſor;: and whoſe participation of our 
common nature might ſurely induce” us to endea- 
- vour, at. _ their ane from eternal pu- 
niſhment. 
| Theſe were all once, if not virtuous, at leaſt 
innocent; and might ſtill have continued blame- 
leſs and cafy, but for the arts and infinuations of 
thoſe whoſe rank, fortune, or education, furniſhed 
them with means to corrupt or to delude them. 
Let the libertine reflect a moment on the ſitua- 
tion of that woman, who, being forſaken by her 
betrayer, is reduced to the neceſſity of turning 
proſtitute for bread, and Judge of the enormity of 
his guilt by the evile which it produces. 
It cannot be doubted but that numbers follow this 
dreadful courſe of life, with ſhame, horror, and regret; 
but where can they hope for refuge; The world is 
not their friend, nor the world's law.” Their b ghs, 
and tears, and groans, are criminal in the eye of their 
tyrants, the bully and the bawd, who fatten on their 
miſery, and threaten them with want or a gaol, if they 
the leaſt deſign of n from their — 
Rs To : 
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To wipe all tears from off all faces,” is a taſk 
too hard for mortals; but to alleviate misfortunes is 
_ often within the moſt limited power: yet the op- 
portunities which every day affoxds of relieving the 
moſt 'wretched of human beings are over-looked 
and W ee, with an —_—— of policy and 
goodneſs. 
| There are places, indunt; ſet apart, to hich 
theſe unhappy creatures may reſorts when the diſeaſes 
of incontinence ſeize upon them; but if they obtain 
a cure, to what are they reduced? Either to return 
with the ſmall remains of beauty to their former guilt, - 
*or-periſh in the ſtreets with nakedneſs and hunger? 
How frequently have the gay. and thoughtleſs, 
in their evening frolicks, ſeen a band of theſe mi- 
ſerable females, covered with rags, ſhivering with 
cold, and pining with hunger ; and, without either 
-pitying their calamities, or reflecting upon the 
cruelty of thoſe who perhaps firſt ſeduced them by 
careſſes of fondneſs, or magnificence of promiſes, 
go on to reduce others to the ſame wretchedneſs by 
the ſame means? 

To ſtop the W of this deplorable multitude, 
is undoubtedly the firſt and moſt preſſing conſider- 
ation. To prevent evil is the great end of govern- 
ment, the end for which vigilance and ſeverity are ' 

properly employed. But ſurely thoſe whom paſ- 
ſion or antereſt have already depraved, have ſome 
claim to compaſſion, from beings equally frail and 
fallible with themſelves. Nor will they long groan 
in their preſent afflictions, if none were to refuſe 
them relief, but theſe that owe their exemption from 
| the fame diſtreſs- only to their dert and mw 
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Nous. . SarvapAY, March 30, 1781. 


1 ul ref gui provogat Se 

Rufticus expefat dum defluat amnis : at ille Es 

Labitur, & labetur in omne wolubilis evum. HoRs 

Begin, be bold, and venture to be wiſe; 

He who defers this work from day to day, 

Does on a river's bank expecting ſtay, 

Till the whole ſtream, which ſtop'd him, ſhould be gone, 

That runs, and as it runs, for ever will run on. 
COWLEY. 


% 


Sad ancient poet, enen diſcontented 

at the preſent ſtate of things, which his 
ſyltem of opinions obliged him to repreſent in its 
worſt form, has obſerved of the earth, © that its 
greater part is covered by the uninhabitable 
„ocean; that of the reſt ſome is encumbered 
« with naked mountains, and ſome loſt under 
“ barren ſands ; ſome ſcorched with unintermit- 
e ted heat, and ſome petrified with perpetual 


X  * froſt; ſo that only a few regions remain for 
5 < the production of fruits, the paſture of cattle, 
- and the accommodation of man. 

* The ſame obſervation may be transferred to the 
— time allotted us in our preſent ſtate. When we 
1 have deducted all that is abſorbed in fleep, all 
d that is inevitably appropriated to the demands of 
in nature, or irreſiſtibly engroſſed by the tyranny of 
ſe cuſtom; all that paſſes in regulating the ſuperfi- 
m cial decorations of life, or is given up in the 
ir reciprocations of civility to the diſpoſal of others; 


all that is torn from us by the violence of diſ- 1 
eaſe, or ſtolen imperceptibly away by laſſitude 1 
F : and 
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and languor; we ſhall find that part of our du- 
ration very {mall of which we can truly call our- 
ſelves maſters, or which we can ſpend wholly at our 

on choice. Many of our hours are loſt in a rota- 
tion of petty cares, in a conſtant recurrence of 
the ſame employments; many of our proviſions for 
eaſe or happineſs are always exhauſted by the pre- 
ſent day; and a great part of our exiſtence ſerves 

no other papel] than that of enabling us to enjoy 


the reſt. 
Of the few: moments which are left in our dit. 


poſal, it may reaſonably be expected, that we ſhould 

be ſo frugal, as to let none of them ſlip from us 
without ſome equivalent; and perhaps it might 
be found, that as the earth, however ſtraitened 
by 1 and waters, is capable of producing : 
more than all its inhabitants are able to conſime, 
our lives, though much contracted by incidental. 
© diſtraction, would yet afford us a large ſpace 
' vacant to the exerciſe of reaſon and virtue; that I 
we want not time, but diligence, for drent per- 
formances; and that we ſquander much of our 
allowance, - even while we think it ſparing and. 

inſufficient. 

This natural and neceſſary comminution of our 
lives, perhaps, often makes us inſenſible of. the 
negligence with which we ſuffer them to ſlide 
away. We never conſider ourſelves as poſſeſſed 
at once of time ſufficient for any great deſign, 
and therefore indulge ourſelves in fortuitous 
amuſements. We think it unneceſſary to take 

an account of a few ſupernumerary moments, 
which, however employed, could have produced 
little advantage, and which were expoſed to a 


thouſand chances of diſturbance and — 
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It is obſervable, that either by nature or by 
habit, our faculties are fitted to images of a certain 


extent, to which we adjuſt great things by diviſion, 


and little things by accumulation. Of extenſive - 
furfaces we can only take a ſurvey, as the parts ſuc- 
ceed one another; and atoms we cannot perceive, 
till they are united unto maſſes. Thus we break 


the vaſt periods of time into centuries and years; 
and thus, if we would know the amount of mo- oy 


ments, we muſt ITO them into days and 
weeks. 7 

The W oracles af our parſmonious an- 
ceftors, have informed us that the fatal waſte of 


fortune is by ſmall expences, by the profuſion ' of 


ſums too little ſingly to alarm our caution, and 
which we 'never ſuffer ourſelves \to conſider toge-- 


ther. Of the fame kind is the prodigality of life; 


he that hopes to look back hereafter with ſatisfaQtion. 
upon paſt years, muſt learn to know the preſent 
value of ſingle minutes, and endeavour” to let no 
particle of time fall uſeleſs to the ground... 
It is uſual for thoſe who are adviſed to the at- 


tainment of any new qualification, to look upon 


themſelves as required to change the general 


courſe of their conduct, to diſmiſs buſineſs, and 


exclude pleaſure, . and to devote their days and 


nights to a particular attention. But all com- 


mon degrees of excellence are attainable at a 
lower price; he that ſhould ſteadily and reſolutely 
aſſign to any ſcience or language thoſe interſtitial 
vacancies which intervene in the moſt crowded 
variety of diverſion or employment, would find 
every day new irradiations of knowledge, and 


diſcover how much more 1s to be hoped from 


frequency 
) . I 
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1 frequency and perſeverance, than from violent efforts 
and ſudden deſires; efforts which are ſoon remitted 
" || heir they encounter difficulty; and defires Which, 
| | if they are indulged too often, will ſhake: of the | 
X 4 authority of reaſon, and range capriciouſly from-one 
object to another. 
The diſpoſition to defer every i important An to 
A time of leiſure, and a ſtate of ſettled uniformity, 
proceeds generally from a falſe eſtimate of the hu- 
man powers. If we except thoſe. gigantick and 
ſtupendous intelligences who are ſaid to graſp a 
ſyſtem by intuition, and bound forward from one 
ſeries of concluſions to another, without regular 
ſteps through intermediate propoſitions, the moſt 
ſucceſsful. ſtudents make their advances in knowy- 
ledge by ſhort flights, between each of which the 
mind may lie at reſt. For every ſingle act of pro. 
greſſion a ſhort time is ſufficient; and it is only ne- 
ceeſſary, that whenever that time is afforded, it will 
be well employed. -- _ 
Few minds. will be lang: ene ee vere dint h, 
borious meditation; and when. a ſucceſsful attack on 
knowledge has been made, the ſtudent recreates him= 
ſelf with the contemplation of his conqueſt, and for- 
bears another incurſion, till the new-acquired truth 
has become familiar, and his curioſity calls upon him 
for freſh gratifications. Whether the time of inter- 
mim̃on ĩs ſpent in company, or in ſolitude, in neceſſary 
buſineſs, or in voluntary levities, the underſtanding 
zs equally abſtracted from the object of enquiry; — 
perhaps, if it be detained by occupations leſs pleaſ- 
ing, it returns again to ſtudy with greater alacrity, 
than when it is glutted with ideal pleaſures, and 
1 furfcited with ee of application. He 
that 
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that will not ſuffer himſelf to be diſcouraged. by 
fancied impoſſibilities, may ſometimes find his abi- 
lities invigorated by the neceſſity of exerting then 
in ſhort intervals, as the force of a current is in- 
creaſed by the contraction of its channel,  , / 
From ſome cauſe like this, it has probably pro- 
cceded, that among thoſe. who have contributed - 
to the advancement of learning, many have riſen 
to eminence in oppoſition: to all the obſtacles 
which external circumſtances. could place in their 
way, amidſt the tumult of buſineſs, the diſtreſſes 
of poverty, or the diffipations-of a wandering 
and unſettled ſtate. A great part of the life. of 
| Eraſmus was one continual peregrination ; ill ſup- 
plied with the gifts of fortune, and led from 
city to city, and from kingdom to kingdom; by 
the hopes of patrons and preferment, hopes which 
always flattered and always deceived him; he 
yet found means by unſhaken conſtancy, and a 
vigilant improvement of thoſe hours, which, in 
the midſt of the moſt reſtleſs activity, will re- 
main unengaged, to write more than another in 
the ſame condition would have hoped to read. 
Compelled by want to attendance and ſolicitation, 
and fo. much verſed in common life, that he has 
tranſmitted to us the moſt perfect delineation of 
the manners of his age, he joined to his know- 
ledge of the world, ſuch application to books, 


TS To WW 


terary heroes. How this proficiency was obtain- 
ed he ſufficiently diſcovers, by informing us, that 


& the Praiſe of "Folly, one of his moſt celebrated 
1e performances, was compoſed by him on the 


road to Italy; ne totum illud tempus qua eque» fuit 
OY" illteratis a. tereretury leſt the 
5 5 hours 


= 


that he will ſtand for ever in the firſt rank of li- 
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hours which he was obliged to ſpend on horſe- 

back ſhould be tattled a without regard to 
"literature. 2 5 

An Italian ohiloſopher u! in his wot, 

that time was his eftate; an eſtate indeed, which 
will produce nothing without cultivation, but will 
always abundantly repay the labours of induſtry, 
and ſatisfy the moſt extenſive deſires, if no part 
of it be ſuffered to lie waſte by negligence, to be 
-over-run with noxious plants, © or laid out for ſhew 
92 7955 than for uſe. 9 8 
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Gratem of, quod patriee de, pepuleque dedifi ; 
St facis ut patriæ fit idoneus, utilis agis, _ | , 
Tuilis es bellorum pacis rebus agendis. _ | 
| Plarimum enim intererit, quibus artibus, uni 
Moribus inflitutas. Toy. 
Grateful. the gift! a member to the ſtate, 
| If you that member uſeful ſhall create; 
0 Train'd both to war, and when the war ſhall ceaſe, 
As fond, as fit improve the arts of peace. 
For much it boots which way you train your boy, 
The _—_— des of your future joy. ELPHINSTON. 
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5 | To the RAMBLER: 
4% $I R, 
5 HOUGH you ſeem to have taken a view 
ſufficiently extenſive of the miſeries of life, 
and have employed much of your. ſpeculation 6n 
- mournful ſubjects, you have not yet exhauſted the 
whole ſtock of human infelicity. There is ſtill a 
8 of wretchedneſs which elcapes your -obſer- 
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vation, though it might ſupply you with m_ fage 
remarks, and ſalutary cautions. 

I cannot but imagine the ſtart of attention 
awakened by this welcome hint; and at this inſtant 
ſee the Rambler fnuffing his candle, rubbing. his 
ſpectacles, ſtirring his fire, locking out interrup- 
tion, and ſettling himſelf in his eaſy chair, that 
he may enjoy a new calamity without diſturbance. 
For, whether it be that continued ſickneſs or miſ- 
fortune has acquainted you only with the bitterneſs 
.of being; or that you imagine none but yourſelf 
able to diſcover what I ſuppoſe has been ſeen and 
felt by all the inhabitants of the world : whether 
you intend your writings as antidotal to the levity 
and merriment with which your rivals endeavour 

to attract the favour of the publick ; or fancy that 
you have ſome” particular powers of dolorous de- 
clamation, and warble. out your groans with un- 
common elegance or energy; it is certain, that 
whatever be your ſubject, melancholy for the moſt 
part burſts in upon your ſpeculation, your gaiety is 
quickly overcaſt, and though your readers may be 
flattered with hopes of pleaſantry, they are ſeldom 

diſmiſſed but with heavy hearts. 

That I may therefore gratify you with an imi- 
tation of your own ſyllables of ſadneſs, I. will in- 
farm you that I was condemned by ſome diſaſ- 
trous influence . to be an only fon, born to the 

apparent proſpect of a large fortune, and allotted 

to my parents at that time of life when ſatiety of 
common. diverſions allows the mind to indulge 
[egy affection · with greater intenſeneſs. My 
irth was celebrated by the tenants with feaſts, and 
dances, and bagpipes ; congratulations were ſent 
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1 Wy parents diſcovered in my firſt cries ſuch tokens 


— — — — — 
3 — 


—— - oe dee 
— Ons es 


— — - — 
23 
#5 {ba 
fog 7 FE 
ET „ 
4 


ee. I PN OO 


D 

: 1 ä 

n * " * 
#\ 


> N 
Us 
0 
a K 


— 


o i” 5 5 1 5 — 
4 * 59 — — — U—U— — 
— re , 1 . . 
2 5 * 


— 
— 422 — — 
— 4 


- 
—— 


AE tan to 7 op ole i LAG — — 
— 1 
=== A Ee ESR 
EEE ih Irs ag ABC; fp 2s AC Ps Ak 
" . * 
S 5 . 
Nn n ot Ede 
„ 


— 


— nee nem = 
— — 
— 
ASL 
5 * 


— 
* + 


of future virtueand underſtanding, that they declared 
- themſelves determined to devote the remaining part 
E life to wy, happineſs and the increaſe of their 
A 
The abilities of my father and der were not 
perceptibiy unequal, and education had given 
neither much advantage over the other. They 
had both kept good company, rattled in chariots, 
glittered in playhouſes, and danced at court, and 
wore both expert in the games that were in their 
time called 1 in as auxiliaries: Namn N of 
thought. 
When W is uche parler bett top 54 
ſons affociated for life, the dejection which the 
huſband, if he be not completely ſtupid, muſt al- 
ways ſuffer for want of ſuperiority, ſinks him to 
ſubmiſſiveneſs. My mamma therefore governed 


tze family without controul ; and except that my 


father ſtill retained ſome authority i in the ſtables, 
and now and then, after a ſupernumerary bottle, 
broke a looking-glaſs or china diſh. to prove his 
- ſovereignty, the whole courſe of the year was regu- 
lated by her direction, the ſervants received from 
ber all their orders, and the tenants were continued 
or diſmiſſed at her diſcretion, .  - 
She therefore thought herſelf entitled 15 the 65 
perintendance of her fon's education; and when 
my father, at the inſtigation of the parſon, faintly 
propoſed that I ſhould be ſent to ſchool, very 
. politively told him, that ſhe would not ſuffer fo 
fine a child to be ruined; that ſhe never knew any 
boys ata grammar-ſchool. that could come into a. 
room without bluſhing, or ſit at the table without 
. ä were always | 
| putting 


— 
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putting ther ſelves into danger by boiſterous plays, 


or vitiating their behaviour with mean c ; 
and that, for her part, ſhe would rather follow-me 
to the grave, than ſee me tear my clothes, and hang 
down my head, and ſneak about with dirty ſhoes 


and blotted fingers, my hair unpowdered, "md my 


hat uncocked. 


My father, So tid”; "4s other ed in hl pro- 


poſal than to appear wiſe and manly, ſoon acqui- 


eſced, ſince I was not to live by my learning; 
for indeed he had known very few ſtudents that had 
not ſome ſtiffneſs in their manner. They therefore 
agreed, that a domeſtick tutor ſhould be procured; 
and hired an honeft gentleman of mean converſation 


and narrow ſentiments, but whom, having paſſed 
the common forms of literary education, they im- 


plicitly concluded qualified to teach all that was to 


be learned from a ſcholar. He thought himſelf ſuf- 


with his pupil, and had no other view than to per- 
petuate his felicity by the utmoſt flexibility of ſub- 


miſſion to all my mother's opinions and caprices. 


 fciently exalted by being placed at the fame table 


He frequently took away my book, leſt I ſhould 


mope with too much application, charged me never 
to write without turning up my ruffles, and gene- 


rally bruſhed my coat before he diſmiſſed me into the 


parlour. 


He kad no accaGen to complain of too band: 85 


ſome an employment; for my mother very. judi- 


politer in his company, and ſuffered me not to 


paſs any more time in his apartment than my 
leſſon required. When I was ſummoned to my 
taſk, ſhe efjoined me not to get any of my tutor's 
ways, Wo was ſeldom mentioned before me but 


for 


.ciouſly conſidered, that I was not likely to grow 


— 
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on to be avoided. I was every moment 
- admoniſhed not to lean on my chair, croſs my legs, 
or ſwing my hands like my tutor; and once my 
0 very ſeriouſſy deliberated upon his total diſ- 
miſſion, becauſe I began, the ſaid, to learn his man- 
ner of ſticking on my hat, and had his wake þ 
. ſhoulders, and his totter in my gait. . : 
Such, however, was her care, that I © all 
theſe depravities; and when I was only twelve years 
old, had rid myſelf of every appearance of childiſh 
diffidence. I, was celebrated round the country for 
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1 1 the petulance of my remarks, and the quickneſs of | 

1 my replies; and many a ſcholar five years older 
. than myſelf have I daſhed into confuſion. by the 5 
1 ſteadineſs of my countenance, ſilenced by my readi- | 
neſs of repartee, and tortured with envy by the ad- 4 

dreſs with which J picked up a fan, preſented a 

ſnuff-box, or received an empty tea- cup. 5 0 
At fourteen I was completely killed in all the 0 
niceties of dreſs, and I could not only enumerate 1 
all the variety of filks, and diſtinguiſh the produẽt 15 
. of a French loom, but dart my eye through a nu- go 
merous company, and obſerve every deviation bi 


from the reigning mode. I was univerſally ſkilful 


in all the changes of expenſive finery ; but as every i 
one, they ſay, has ſomething to which he is par- th 
ticularly _ was — ON.” in Bruſſels 2 
lace. 

; They neat you Sis We to the truſt ant * 
power of adjuſting the ceremonial of an aſſembl7. | n : 
All received their partners from my hand, and to _ * 
me every ſtranger applied for introduction. My BY ful 
heart now difdained the inſtructions of a tutor, | 
who was rewarded with a. ſmall annuity for life, 
and — me qualified, in my own opinion, to govern | = 

7 myk 3 


| Te 


een 
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In a ſhort time I came to London, and as my 
father was well known among the higher claſſes of 
life, ſoon admiſſion to the moſt ſplendid ; 


aſſemblies bn” malt crowded card-tables; - Here I 


found myſelf univerſally careſſed and applauded: 
the ladies praiſed the fancy of my clothes, the 


beauty of my form, and the ſoftneſs of my voice; 
endeavoured i in every place to force themſelves to 
my notice; and ipvited by a thouſand oblique 


ſolicitations my attendance to the playhouſe, and. 
my falutations in the park. I was now happy to 


the utmoſt extent of my conception; I paſſed 


leſt us. 


After a few years, hawower, theſe delights _ 
came familiar, and I had leiſure to look round me 
with more attention. I then found that my flat- 
terers had very little power to relieve the languor of 
ſatiety, or. recreate wearineſs, by varied amuſe- 
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every morning in dreſs, every aſternoon in viſits, 
and every night in ſome ſelect aſſemblies, where 
neither care nor knowledge were ſuffered to mo- 


ment; and therefore endeavoured to enlarge the 


ſphere of my pleaſures, and to try what ſatisfac- 
tion might be found in the ſociety of men. I will 
not deny the mortification with which I perceived, 


that every man whoſe name I had heard men- 


tioned with reſpect, received me with a kind of 


tenderneſs nearly bordering on compaſſion ; and 


that thoſe whoſe reputation was not well eſta- 


bliſhed, thought it neceflary to juſtify their under- 
ſtandings, by treating me with contempt. One of 
theſe witlings elevated his creſt, by aſking me in a 
full coffeehouſe the price of patches; and another 


whiſpered that he wondered why miſs Friſe did not 


keep me that afternoon to watch her — 
| When 
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AAM EL ER. N We 
m yſelf thus hunted from \all miaſ- 


culine brenn by thoſe who were themſelves 


barely admitted, Tes to the ladies, and re- 
ſolved to dedicate my life to their ſervice and their 


_ pleafure, But I find that I have now loft my 


charms. Of thoſe with whom I entered the pay 


world, ſome are married, ſome have retired, and 


ſome Bare ſo much changed their opinion, that 


they ſcarcely pay any regard to my civilities, if 


there is any other man in the place. The new 
flight of beauties to whom I have made my ad- 
dreſſes, ſuffer me to pay the treat, and * titter 
with boys. So that I now find myſelf welcome 
only to a few grave ladies, who; unacquainted 
with all that gives either uſe or dignity to life, are 
content to paſs their hours between their bed and 
their cards, without eſteem from the old, or reve- 
rence from the young. 
I cannot but think, Mr. ie chat I hive 
reaſon to complain; for ſurely the females ought 
to pay ſome regard to the age of him whoſe youth 
was paſſed in endeavours to pleaſe them. They 
cheat encourage folly im the boy, have no right to 
puniſh it in the man. Vet I find, that though 
hey laviſh their firſt fondneſs upon pertneſs and 
_ gaiety, they ſoon transfer their regard to other 
qualities, and ungratefully abandon their adorers 
to dream out their we m—_— in vera and 
Dontempt. FE ; — 50 1 
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—— denizum guetreacibes woun|- | 4 41561 

Lux iter eft, et clara dies, er gratis ſimplex. - | 9 

| Spem ſequimur, gradimurgue fide, . — 

Ad gue non weniunt pra ſentit gaudia uit, 

3 eee eee, volup 1 A 

| | PavDanTIVa,: 

We thro? this move of life one Lord obey. Figs 

Whoſe light and grace unerring, lead themes. ITE: 

By hope and faith ſecure of future bliſs, .. _.. +; c7 

Gladly the joys of preſent life we miſs ; * 2 20 Ing 
For baffled mortals ftill attempt in vain, 5 

Preſent and future bliſs at-once to gain. F. Lewis. 


HAT to pleaſe the Lord and Father of the 
- univerſe, is the ſupreme intereſt of created 
and. depending: belngs) 88 ib in anily: proved, has 


«4 
233 
= 


been univerſally: confeſſed; and fince all rational. 


agents are conſcious of having neglected or 
_ 3 to them, che 


crimes, 205 renovation of the forkcited 3 of 


27000 bs” 


_ ur. nr ; 


and intereſt — in the differen patts 6 the 
world, however they may ſometimes reproach or 
degrade humanity, at leaſt ſhew the general' con- 
ſent of all ages and nations in their opinion of the 


placability of the divine nature. That God will 


forgive, may, indeed, be eſtabliſhed as the firſt and 
fundamental truth of religion; for though the know 
ledge of- his exiſtenoe is the origin of * 
Vol. UL. - C yet, 


nt THE RAMBL ER. Ne ito; 
pet, without the belief of his mercy, it would have 
| ittle influence upon our moral conduct. There 
could be no proſpe& of enjoying the protection or 
regard of him, vhm the leaſt deviation from rec- 
titude made inexorable for ever; and every man 
would naturally wirhdraw his thoughts from the 
contemplation of a creator, whom he muſt conſider 
as a governor too pure to be pleaſed, and too ſevere 
to be paciſied; as an enemy infinitely wiſe, and 
infiniteby powerful, whom he could neither deceive, 
eſcape, nor reſiſt. 

e- there is no hope, there can be no endea- 
vour., A be and unfailing obedience is above 
the reach of terreſtrial diligence; and therefore 
the progreſs of life could only have been the 
natural deſcent of negligent deſpair from crime to 
etime, had not the univerſal, perſuaſion of fbr - 
giveneſs to be obtained by proper means of recon- 
ciliation, recalled thoſe to the paths of virtue 
whom their paſſions had ſolicited aſide; and ani- 

mated to new attempts, and firmer perſeverance, 
thoſe. whom diftqulry. had . or e 
gene e ſurpriſed. 5 ; | 

In times and regions * dicjained. Go acl 


/ 


4 


other, that there can ſcarcely be imagined any 


communication of ſentiments either by commerce 
or tradition, has prevailed a general and uniform: 
expeQtation of propitiating God by corporal auſte- 
_ rites, of anticipating his vengeance by voluntary 
inflictions, and appeaſing his juſtice by a ſpeedy and 
— ſubmiſſion to a leſs penalty when a gremer 


je FW will always feel ſome ingli- 
nation towards exterior acts, and ritual obſervances. 


as not repreſegted by . objects are flecting, 
i en, 
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variable, and evaneſcent. we are not able to Judge 
of the degree of conviction which operated at any 
lar time upon our own thoughts, but as it 
is recorded by ſome certain and definite effect. He 
that reviews his life in order to determine the pro- 


bability of his acceptance with God, if he could 


once eftabliſh the [neceſſary proportion between 
crimes and ſufferings, might ſecurely reſt upon his 
performance of the expiation; but while ſafety re- 
mains the reward only of mental purity, he is always 


afraid left he ſhould decide too ſoon in his own 


favour, left he ſhould not have felt the pangs of true 
contrition; leſt he ſhould miſtake ſatiety for deteſta< 
tion, ar imagine that his paſſions are n when 
they are only ſleeping. 

From this natural and reaſonable diffdence aroſe, 
in humble and timorous piety, a diſpoſition to con- 
found penance with repentance, to repoſe on human 
determinations, and to receive from ſome judicial 
ſentence the ftated and regular aſſignment of recon- 
ciliatory pain. We are never willing to be without 
reſouree: we ſeek in the knowledge of others a ſuc- 


cour for our own ignorance, and are ready to 


any that will undertake to direct us when v we have 
confidence in ourfelves. 

This deſire to aſcertain by fome „n marks 
the ſtate of the ſoul, and this willingneſs to calm 
the conſcience! by ſome' ſettled method, have pro- 
duced, \ as they are diverſified in their effects by 
various tempers and principles, moſt of the diſqui2 
ditions and rules, the doubts and ſolutions, that have 


. embarraſſed the doctrine of repentance, and per- 
| plexed tender and flexible minds with innumerable 


ſeruples concerning the neceſſary meaſures of ſor- 
_— N adequate degrees of ſelf-abhorrence ; 
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and theſe rules corrupted by fraud, or debaſed by 
credulity, have, by the common. reſiliency of the 


mind from one extreme. to another, incited others 


to an open contempt of all ſubſidiary ordinances, 
all prudential caution, and the whole diſcipline of 


regulated piety. 


Repentance, however difficule to. be praftiſed, 
is, if it be explained without ſuperſtition, eaſily 
underſtood. Repentance is the relinquifhment of any 
practice, from the conviction that it Bo offended God. 


— and fear, and. anxiety, are properly not 


but adjuncts of repentance; yet they are 


too 9 coꝛinected with it, to be eaſily ſeparated; 
' for they not only mark. its ſincerity, but promiore 
its efficacy. 


No man commits any act of pegligence i 
nacy, by which his ſafety or happineſs in this world 
is endangered, without feeling the pungency of re- 
morſe. He who is fully convinced, that he ſuffers 
by his own failure, can never Torbear to trace back 


bis miſcarriage to its firſt cauſe, to image to himſelf 


a contrary behaviour, and to form involuntary reſo- 
lutions againſt the like fault, even when he knows 
that he ſhall never again have the power of commit- 
ting it. Danger conſidered as imminent, naturally 


-produces ſuch trepidations of impatience as leave 
all human means of ſafety behind them : -he that has 


once caught an alarm of terror, is every moment 
ſeized with uſeleſs anxieties, adding one ſecurity 
to another, trembling with ſudden doubts, and dil- 
tracted by the perpetual occurrence of new expe- 
dients. If, therefore, he whoſe crimes have de- 
prived him of the favour of God, can reflect upon 
his conduct without diſturbance, or can at will 


: baniſh the reflection; if he who.conſiders himſelf as 


£ ſuſpended 
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over the abyſs of eternal perdition only 


"by the e of ifs, Which: muſt ſoon part by its 


own weakneſs, and which the wing. of every minute 


may divide, can caſt his eyes round him without 


ſnuddering with horror, or panting with ſecurity; 3 
what can he judge of himſelf but that he is not yet 
awakened to ſufficient conviction, ſince every loſs 
is more lamented than the loſs of the divine favour, ” 
and every danger more dreaded than the e of 
final condemnation ? 

Retirement from the cares and pleaſures of bs 
world has been often recommended as uſeful to re- 
pentance. This at leaſt is evident, that every one 
retires, whenever ratiocination and recollection are 
required on other occaſions : and ſurely the retro- 
ſpect of life, the diſentanglement of actions com- 
plicated with innumerable circumſtances, and dif- 
fuſed in various relations, the diſcovery of the pri- 
mary movements of the heart, and the extirpation 


ol luſts and appetites deeply rooted and widely 


ſpread, may be allowed to demand ſome ſeceſſion 
from ſport and noiſe, and buſineſs and folly, Some 
ſuſpenſion of common affairs, ſome pauſe of tem- 
poral pain and pleaſure, is doubtleſs neceſſary to 
him that deliberates for eternity, who is forming the 
only plan in which miſcarriage cannot be repaired, 
and examining the oP nn in . miſtakes | 


cannot be rectified. 


Auſterities and mortifications are means nod which ; 
the mind is invigorated and rouſed, by which the 
attractions of pleaſure are interrupted, and the 
chains of ſenſuality are broken. It is obſerved by 
one of the fathers, that he who reſtrains himſelf in 
the uſe of things larful, will never encroach upon 
things forbidden, "—_ if nothing more, is, 

* | | at 
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at leaſt, a cautious retreat from the utmoſt verge 
of permiſſion, and confers that ſecurit which can- 
not be reaſonably hoped by him that dares always 
to hover over the precipice of deſtruction, or de. 
lights to approach the pleaſures which he knows it 
to partake. Auſterity is the proper antidote to 
indulgence ; the diſeaſes of mind as well as body 
are cured by contraries, and to contraries we ſhould 
readily have recourſe, if we dreaded _—_ as we 
dread pain. 

The completion and. ſum of. W 1 * 
change of life. That ſorrow which dictates no cau- 
tion, that fear which does not quicken our eſcape; 
that auſterity which fails to rectify our affections are 
vain and unavailing. But ſorrow and terror muſt 
- yaturally precede reformation ; for what other cauſe 
can produce it? He, therefore, that feels himſelf 
alarmed by his conſcience, anxious for the attain- 
ment of a better ſtate, and afflicted by the memory 
of his paſt faults, may juſtly conclude, that the 
great work of repentance is begun, and hope by 
retirement and prayer, the natural and religious 
means of ſtrengthening his conviction, to impreſs 
upon his mind ſuch a ſenſe of the divine preſence; 
as may overpower the blandiſhments of ſecular 
delights, and enable him to advance from one 
degree of holineſs to another, till death ſhall. ſee 
-- 40 wp ͤ a 
temptation. - 

"Wins ucer car-we bs Gaey weitgte fall 
Before him reverent ; and there confeſs - 
- Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears 
Mat ' ring the ground, 1 
Frequenting, ſent from hearts contrite, in en 
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＋ has been obſerved, by long n chat 
late ſprings produce the greateſt plenty, The 
delay of blooms and fragrance, of verdure and 


breezes, is for. the moſt part liberally recompenſed | 


by the gxuberance and fecundity. of the enſuing 
ſeaſons ; the bloſſoms which, lie. concealed till the 
year is advanced, and the ſun is high, eſcape thoſe 
chilling blaſts, and nocturnal froſts, which are 
often fatal to early luxuriance, prey upon the firſt 
ſmiles of vernal beauty, deſtroy the feeble princi- 
ples of vegetable life, intercept the fruit in the 
7 Hr NOR 

I am afraid there is little hope of perſuading the 
young and ſprightly.. part of my readers, upon 
vrhom the ſpring naturally forces my attention, to 
learn from the great proceſs of nature, the difference 


between diligence and humy, between ſpeed and 
precipitation; to proſecute their deſigns with calm- 
neſt, to watch the concurrence” of opportunity, 
and endeavour to find the lucky 
they cannot make. : Youth is the time of enter- 
prize and hope; having yet no occaſion of com- 
paring our force with any oppoſing power, we na- 
turally form preſumptions in our own and 


moment which 


imagine that obſtruction and impediment will. give 
way before us. The firſt repulies rather inflame 


vehemence than teach prudence; a brave and gene- 
rous mind is long before it ſuſpects its own weak- 
"neſdy" or ſubmits to ſap the difficulties. which it en- 
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pected to ſubdue by ſtorm. Before diſappointments 
have enforced the dictates of philoſophy, we believe it 
in our power to ſhorten the interval between the firſt 
cauſe and the laſt effect; we laugh at the timorous 
_ delays of plodding a and fancy that, by in- 
creaſing the fire, e can at pleaſure accelerate the 
, enen 4 

At our entranee into tlie world, when health and 


vigour give us fair promiſes of time ſufficient for 
2 maturation of our ſchemes, and a long 
of our acquiſitions, we ate eager to 


— —-— we pluck every gratifi- 
cation within our reach, without fuffering it to 


ripen into perſection, and crowd all the varieties of 


delight into a narrow compaſs ; but age ſeldom 
fails to change our conduct; we grow negligent of 
time in proportion as we have leſs remaining, and 


ſuffer the laſt part of life to ſteal from us in lan- 


guid preparations for future undertakings, or flow 


approaches to remote advantages, in weak hopes 
or fome fortuitous occurrence, or drowſy equili- 


brations of undetermined counſel. Whether it be 


that the aged, having taſted the pleaſures of man's 
condition, and found them deluſive, become 'lefs 


anxious for their attainment ; or that frequent mif- 


: carriages have depreſſed them to deſpair, and frozen 
chem to inactivity; or that death ſhocks them 
more as it advances upon them, and they are 
afraid to remind themſelves of their decay, or to 
diſcoverts their own hearts, that the time of tafing 
is paſt.. 

| --iAzperpatual confift [with .ngtural- defires; ems 
to be the lot of our preſent ſtate. In youth we 


require ſomething of the tardineſs and frigidity of 


* ann "_— labour to recall the — 
{> an 
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and- impetuoſity of youth; in youth we muft learn | 
to expect, and in age to enjoy. 

The. torment of expectation | is, indeed, not ea- 
fily to be born at a time when every idea of grati- 
tificatlon fires the blood, and flaſhes on the fancy ; | 

| when the heart is vacant to every freſh form of 
delight, and has no rival engagements to withdraw 
it from the importunities of a new deſire. Vet 
ſince the fear of miſſing what we ſeek, muſt always 

be proportionable to the happineſs expected from 
poſſeſſing it, the paſſions, even in this tempeſtuous 
ſtate, might be ſomewhat moderated by frequent 
inculcation of the miſchief of temerity, and the 
hazard of. laſing that | which. we endeayour to ſeize 
before our time. 

He that too early aſpires to hanours, muſt Bas | 
to encounter not only the. oppoſition. of intereſt, 
but the malignity of envy. He that is too eager 
to be rich, generally endangers his fortune in wild 
adventures, and uncertain projects; and he that 
haſtens too. ſpeedily to reputation, often raiſes his 
character by artifices and fallacies, decks himſelf in 
colours which. quickly fade, or in plumes which ac- 
cident may ſhake off, or competition pluck away, 

The danger of carly eminence has been extended 
by ſame, even to the gifts of nature; and an opi- 
nion has been long conceived, that quickneſs of 
invention, accuracy. of judgment, or extent of 
knowledge, appearing before the uſual time, pre- 

 fage a ſhort life. Even thoſe who are leſs incline 
to form general concluſions, from inſtances which 
by their own nature. muſt be rare, have yet been 
inclined. to prognoſticate no ſuitable progreſs from 
the firſt fallies of rapid wits; but have obſerved, 


that after a ſhort effort ad either loiter or faint, 
1 and 
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and ſuffer themſelves to be ſurpaſſed by the even 
> regular perſeverance of ſlower underſtand- 


"Fe frequently happens, that applauſe abates di- 
Toba, Vhoſoever finds himſelf to have performed 
more than was demanded, will be contented to 

the labour of unneceffary performances, 2nd 
down to enjoy at caſe his ſuperfluities of ho- 
nour. He whom ſucceſs has made confident of 
his abilities, quickly claims the privilege of negli- 
. gence, and looks contemptuouſly on the gradual 
advances of a rival, whom he imagines himſelf 
able to leave behind whenever ſhe ſhall again ſum- 
mon his force to the conteſt. But long intervals 
of — diſſipate attention, and weaken con · 
Rtancy ; nor is it eaſy for him that has ſunk from 
— into ſloth, to rouſe out of his lethargy, 
to recollect his notions, rekindle his curioſity, and 
engage wich his former ardour in the toils of ſtudy. 
Even that friendſhip which intends the reward 
of genius, too oſten tends to obſtruct it. The 
pleaſure of being careſſed, diſtinguiſhed, and ad- 
mired, eaſily ſeduces the ſtudent from literary foli- 
tude. He is ready to follow the call which ſummons 
him to hear his own praiſe, and which, perhaps, 
at once flatters his appetite with certainty of plea- 
ſures, and his ambition with hopes of patronage ; 
pleaſures which he conceives inexhauſtible, aud 
hopes which he has not yet learned to diltruſt. 
Theſe evils, indeed, are by no means to be im- 
puted to nature, or conlideret as infeparable from 
an early diſplay of uncommon abilities. 
may be certainly eſcaped by prudence and reſolu- 
un, and muſt therefore be recounted rather 23 
conſolations to thoſe * are leſs Oy endow- 
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end, than as diſcouragements to ſuch as ate born 
with uncommon qualities. Beauty is welk known 
to draw after. it the perſecutions of i | 
fo incite the artifices of envy, -and to raiſe the 
flames of - unlawful love; yet among the ladies. 
whom prudence or modeſty have made moſt.emi- 
nent, who has ever com 1plained of the inconve- 
niencies of an amiable form? or would haue pur- 
chaſed ſafety by the loſs of charms? 

Neither grace of perſon, nor vigour of W 

ſtanding, are to be regarded otherwiſe than as bleſſ- 
ings, as means of happineſs indulged by the 
Supreme 'BenefiiQr ; but the advantages of either. 
may be loſt by too much eagerneſs to obtain them. 
A thoufand beauties in their firſt bloſſom, by AN: 
imprudent expoſure to the open world, have fud- 
denly withered at the blaſt of infamy; and men 
who might have ſubjected new regions to the 
empire of learning, have been lured by the praiſe 
of their firſt productions from ac al retife 
ment, and waſted their days in vice and depend 
ence. The virgin who too ſoon aſpires to cele- 
brity and conqueſt, periſhes by childiſh. vanity, 
ignorant credulity, or guiltleſs indiſcretion. The 
genius who catches at laurels and preferment be⸗ 
fore his time, mocks the hopes that he had excit. | 
ed, and loſes thoſe years which night tide bel 
molt uſefully employed, the youu: of youth, of ſpirit, 
and vivacity. 

It is one of the mace abſutditics of pride, 
that we are never more impatient of direction, 
than in chat part of life when we need it moſt; 
we are in haſte to meet enemies whom. we have- 
not ſtrength to overcome, and to undertake taſks, 
n we cannot perform: and as he that once- 

Cc 6 | miſcarries 
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miſcarries does not eaſily perſuade mankind to favour 


another attempt, an ineffectual ſtruggle for fame is 
N — 8 PR e 
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ali Babu diſpendia wires, | N 
Et walui pans fortis in ipſe mr. Ovip. 

Of ſtrengtb pernicious to myſelf I boaſt; 

The pow'rs I havewere giv'n me to- my coft. F. Lrwis. 


WI, taught by Celfus, that health is beſt 
| , preſerved by avoiding ſettled habits of life, 
and. deviating ſometimes into light aberrations 
[| - from the laws of medicine; by varying the; pro- 
3 portions of food and exerciſe, interrupting the ſuc- 


ceflions of reſt and labour, and mingling hard- 
ſhips with indulgence. The body, long accuſ- 
tomed to ſtated quantities and uniform periods, is 
diſordered by the ſmalleſt irregularity ; and fince we 
cannot adjuſt every day by the balance or barometex, 
it is fit ſometimes to depart from rigid accuracy, that 
we may be able to comply witk neceſſary affairs, 
or ſtrong inclinations. He that too long obſerves 
nice punctualities, condemns himſelf to voluntary 

A imbecility, and will not long eſcape the miſeries of 

[ diſeaſe. 

I be fame laxity of regimen is equally. neceſſary | 
to intellectual health, and to a pexpetual ſuſcepti- 
2 of occaſional pleaſure. Long confinement to 

| fame company which perhaps ſimilitude of 

brought. firſt together, quickly contracts his 

| faculties, and makes a thouſand 93 — offenſive 

Ehat a are in thewleives nnn à man — 
x - | tome 
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tomed to hear only the echo of his own —— 
ſoon bars all the common avenues of delight, and 

has no * in the general URN Doe of man- 
kind. 

In things which are not immediately ſubjeR t to 
religious or moral conſideration, it is dangerous to 
be too long or too rigidly in the right. Senſibility * 
may, by an inceſlant attention to elegance and pro- 
priety, be quickened to a tenderneſs inconſiſtent 
with the condition of humanity, irritable by the 
ſmalleſt aſperity, and vulnerable by the gentleſt 
touch. He that pleaſes himſelf tho much with 
minute exactneſs, and ſubmits to. endure nothing 
in accommodations, attendance, or addreſs, below 
the point of perfection, will, whenever he enters 
the crowd of life, be haraſſed with innumerable 
diſtreſſes, from which thoſe who_ have not in the 


- ſame manner increaſed. their ſenſations find no diſ- 


turbance. His: exotick ſoftneſs will ſhrink at the 
eoarſeneſs of vulgar felicity, like a plant tranſplant- 
ed to northern nurſeries, from the dews and ſun- 


| ſhine of the tropical regions. 


There will always be a wide interval between 
practical and ideal excellence; and, therefore, if 
we allow not ourſelves to be ſatisfied while we can 
perceive any error or defect, we. muſt refer our 


hopes of eaſe to ſome other period of exiſtence. 


It is well known, that, expoſed to a microſcope, 
the ſmootheſt poliſh of 'the moſt ſolid bodies dif- 
covers cavities and prominences ; and that the 
ſofteſt bloom of roſeate viginity repels the eye 
with excreſcences and diſcolorations. The per- 
ceptions as well as the ſenſes may be improved to 
our own. diſquiet, and we may, by diligent cultiva- 
tion of the powers of diſlike, 1 
"8 cial 
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 ficial faſtidiouſneſs, which ſhall fill the i imagination 
wich phantoms of turpitude, ſhew us the naked 
ſkeleton of every delight, and preſent us only with 
the pains of yn and the deformities .of 

; Peeviſhnefs, inte wah perhaps very little 
Gifturb the peace of mankind, were it always the 
conſequence of ſuperfluous delicacy ; for it is the 
privilege only of deep reflection, or lively fancy, to 
deſtroy happineſs by art and refinement. But by 
continual indulgence of a particular. robo or 
by long enjoyment of undiſputed. ſuperiority, the 
dull and thoughtleſs may likewiſe acquire the 
power of tormenting themſelves and others, and 
become ſufficiently ridiculous or hateful to thoſe 
-who are within ſight of their conduct, or reach 4 
n influence. 

They that have grown :old in a ſingle ſtate are 

generally found to be moroſe, fretful, and cap- 
Bous; - tenacious of their on practices” and 
maxims ; - ſoon offended. by contradiction or ne- 
gligence; and impatient of any affociation, but 

with thoſe that will watch their nod, and fubpii 
_ themſelves to unlimited authority. Such is . 
effect of having lived without the neceſſity of o con- 
ſulting any inclination but their W n. 

. The iraſcibility of this claſs of tyrants is gene- | 
rally exerted upon petty provacations, ſuch as are 
incident to underſtandings not far extended beyond 
the inſtincts of animal life; but unhappily he — 
fixes his attention on things always before him, 
will never have long ceſſations of anger. There 
are many veterans of luxury, upon whom every 
non brings a paroxyſm of violence, fury, and exe- 


RF they never ſit down. to their dinner with- 
: 2 WW 
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out finding the meat fo injudiciouſly bought, or ſo. 


_ unſkilfully dreſſed, ſuch blunders in the ſeaſoning, 
_ or ſuch improprieties in the ſauce, as can ſcareely be 


expiated without blood; and, in the 4ranſports' of 
reſentment; make very "little diſtinctions between 
guilt and innocence, but let fly their menaces, or 


gro out their diſcontent, upon al en fortune 


expoſes to the ſtorm. 

It is not eaſy to imagine a more 2 condis 
tion than that of dependence on a. peeviſn man. 
In every other ſtate of inferiority the certainty of 
pleaſing is perpetually increaſed by a fuller know- 
ledge of our duty; and kindneſs and confidence 
are ſtrengthened by every new act of traſt, and 


| proof of fidelity. But peeviſfineſs ſacrifices to_a 


momentary oftence, the obſequiouſneſs or uſefulneſs: 
of half a life, and as more 1s performed increaſes. 


her ain | 
- Chryſalus gained a fortune by trade, ad retired | 


into the country; and, having a brother burdened: 


by the number of his children, adopted one of his 
ſons. The boy was diſmiſſed with many prudent 
admonitions; informed of his father's inability to 
maintain him in his native rank; cautioned againſt 
all oppoſition to the opinions or precepts of his 


uncle; and animated to perſeverance by the hopes 


of ſupporting the honour of the family, and over- 
topping his elder brother. He had a. natural duc= | 


tility of mind, without much warmth of affection, 


or elevation of ſentiment; and therefore readily 
complied with every variety of caprice ; patiently 


_ endured contradictory reproofs ; heard falſe accu- 


fations without pain, and opprobrious reproaches 
without reply ; laughed obſtreperouſſy at the nine - 


the 
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the univerſal decay of trade ; admired the ſtrength 
of thoſe heads by which the price of ſtocks is 
changed and adjuſted; . and behaved with ſuch. 


prudence and circumſpection, that after ſix years 
the will was made, and Juvenculus was declared 
heir. But unhappily, a month afterwards, retir- 
ing at night from his uncle's chamber, he left the 


door open behind him: the old man tore his will, 


and being then perceptibly declining, for want of 
time to deliberate, | left his money to a trading com- 


P. 


When ſemale minds are imbittered by. age or. 


ſolitude, their malignity. is generally, exerted in 2 
rigorous and ſpiteful ſuperintendence of domeſtick 
trifles. . Eriphile has employed her eloquence for 
twenty years upon the degeneracy of ſervants, the 
naſtineſs of her houſe, the ruin of. her furniture, 
the difficulty of preſerving tapeſtry from the 
moths, and the careleſneſs of. the ſluts whom ſhe 


employs in bruſhing, it. It is her buſineſs, every 


morning, to viſit all the rooms, in hopes of find- 
ing. a chair without its cover, a window ſhut or 
open contrary to her orders, a ſpot on the hearth, 
or a feather on the floor, that the reſt of the day 
may be juſtifiably ſpent in taunts of contempt, 
and vociferations of anger. She lives for no other 
| ſe. but to preſerve the neatneſs of a houſe 
and gardens, and feels neither inclination to plea- 
ſure, nor aſpiration aſter virtue, while ſhe is en- 
groſſed by the great employment of keeping gra- 
vel from graſs, and wainſcot from duſt. Of three 
amiable nieces ſhe has declared herſelf an irrecon- 
cileable enemy to one, becauſe ſhe broke off a tulip 

with, her hoop; to another, becauſe ſhe ſpilt — 


STO 2 Turkey carpet; and to the third, 2 


Ne 112. THE R AMB LE R. er 


cauſe ſhe let a wet dog run into the parlour. She 


has broken off her intercourſe of viſits, becauſe 
company makes a houſe dirty; and reſolves to con- 
ſine herſelf more to her own affairs, and to live no 
longer in mire by fooliſh lenity. 

Peeviſhneſs is generally. the vice of narrow 
minds, and, except when it is the effect of anguiſh 
and diſeaſe, by which the reſolution is broken, 
and the mind made too feeble to bear the lighteſt 


addition to its miſeries,' proceeds from an unrea- 


ſonable perſuaſion of the importance of trifles. 
The proper remedy againſt it is, to conſider the 


dignity of human nature, and the folly of ſuffer- 


ing perturbation and uneaſineſs from cauſes un- 
worthy of our notice. 
He that reſigns his peace to little WE TIM; and 


ſuffers the courſe of his life to be interrupted by 


fortuitous inadvertencies, or offences, delivers up 


himſelf to the direction of the wind, and loſes all 


that conſtancy and equanimity which conſtitute the 
chief praiſe of a wiſe man. 
The province of prudence lies between the 


greateſt things and the leaſt; ſome ſurpaſs our 


power by their magnitude, and ſome eſcape our 


notice by their number and their frequency. But 


the indiſpenſable buſineſs of life will afford ſufficient 


| exerciſe to every underſtanding ; and ſuch is the li- 


mitation of the human powers, that by attention to 


trifles we muſt let things of importance paſs unob- 


ſerved: when we examine a mite with a glaſs, we 
ke nothing but a mite. 
That it is every man's intereſt to be pleaſed, will 


need little proof: that it is his intereſt to pleaſe 


others, experience will inform him. It is therefore 
not leſs neceſſary to 9 than to virtue, that 
he 
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he rid his mind of paffions which make him un- 
eaſy. to himſelf, and hateful. to the world, which 


enchain his een and . een 
ment. % 448 


Nous, 173. | Tozoay, peu 16, 175% 
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x ſober man like thee to change his life! FE 
What Fury wou'd poſſes, thee with a wife? Duran, 
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„„ | 
I Know not whether it is always a f of i in- 
I notence to treat cenſure with contempt. We 
owe ſo much reverence to the wiſdom of man- 


Kind, as juſtiy to wiſh, that our own opinion of 


our merit may be ratified by the concurrence of 


other ſuffrages; and ſince guilt and infamy muſt 


have the fame effect upon intelligences ucable to 


Pierce beyond external appearance, and influenced 


often rather by example than precept, we are 
_ obliged to refute a falſe charge, leſt we ſhould 
countenance the crime which we have never com- 
mitted. To turn away from an accuſation with 
ſupercilious ſilence, is equally in the power of 
him that is hardened by villany, and inſpirited by 
innocence. The wall of braſs which . erects 
upon a clear conſcience, may be ſometimes raiſed 
by impudence or power; and we ſhould al- 
ways wiſh to preſerve the dignity of virtue by 
adorning her with graces which wickednels cannot 


ume. 
a r For 
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For this; reaſon, I have determined no longer to 


endure, witk either patient or ſullen reſignation, a 


reproach, which. is, at leaſt in my opinion, unjuſt; 

put will lay my caſe honeſtly before you, that you 

or your readers may at length decide it. 
Whether you will be able to preſerve your 


| boaſted impartiality, - when you hear, that I am 


conſidered as an adverſary by half the female 

world, you may. ſurely pardon: me for doubting, 
notwithſtanding. the yeneration to which you may 
imagine yourſelf entitled by your age, your learn+ 
ing, your abſtraction, or your virtue. Beauty, Mr. 
RAaMmBLER, has often overpowered - the reſolutions 
of the firm, and the reaſonings of the wiſe, rouſed 


the old to ſenſibility, and ſubdued the aue 
ſoftneſs. 


I erat eb pe . 
bean noche ant.og huſbands for many different 
women, and deliberated a hundred times on. the 
brink of matrimony. I have diſcuſſed all the 
nuptial preliminaties fo often, that I can repeat 


the forms in which joiatures are ſettled, pin- 


money ſecured, and proviſions for younger chil - 
dren aſcertained; but am at laſt doomed by ge- 
neral conſent to everlaſting ſolitude, and excluded 
by an irreverſihle decree from all hopes of connu- 
bial felicity. I am pointed out by every mother, as 
a man whole viſits cannot be admitted without 
reproach ; who raiſes hopes only to embitter diſ- 
appointment, and makes offers only to ſeduce girls 
into a waſte of that part of life, in which 
might gain —— nchen, and become 
trelles and mothers. 

I hope you will thinks: that fome ne this 


pro ſeverity may juſtly be deniund, when I in- 


form. 
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woman without fincere - intentions' of marriage; 
that I have never continued an appearance of inti- 


macy from the hour that my inclination changed, 


but to preſerve her whom I was leaving from the 


ſhock of abruptneſs, or the ignominy of con- 
tempt; that I always endeavoured © to give the 


ladies an opportunity of ſeeming to diſcard me; 


and that I never forſook a miſtreſs for larger for- 
tune, or brighter beauty, but becauſe I diſco- 


vered ſome irregularity in her conduct, or ſome 
depravity in her mind; not becauſe I was charm- 


ed by another, but * becauſe T ws offended by 
herſelf. 


I was very Ay tired oft hst bocerthon of 
amuſements by which the thoughts of moſt young 
men are diflipated, and had not long glittered in 
the ſplendour of an ample patrimony before 1 
wiſhed for the calm of domeſtick hap 


Youth is naturally / delighted with rightlines 


and ardour, and therefore I breathed out the 
ſighs of my firſt affection at the feet of the gay, 
the ſparkling, the vivacious Ferocula. I fancied 
to myſelf a perpetual fource of happineſs in wit 
never exhauſted, and ſpirit never depreſſed ; look- 
ed with veneration on her readineſs- of expedi- 


ents, contempt of difficulty, aſſurance of addreſs, 


and promptitude of reply; conſidered her as 
exempt- by ſome prerogative of nature from the 
weakneſs and timidity of female minds; and con- 
gratulated myſelf upon a companion ſuperior to 
all common troubles and embarraſſments. I was, 
indeed, ſomewhat diſturbed by the unſhaken per- 
ſeverance with which ſhe enforced her demands 
ofa an unreaſonable ſettlement; yet I ſhould have 

= conſented 


Notiz. 
form you, that I never yet profeſſed love to a 
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conſented to paſs my life in union with her; had 
To my . curioſity led me to a crowd gathered in 
the ſtreet, — 1 — Ferocula, in the pre- 
oy of hundreds, diſputing for ſix- pence with a 
chairman. I ſaw her in ſo. little need of affiſt- 
ance, that it was no breach of the laws of chi- 
valry to forbear interpoſition, and I ſpared my- 5 
ſelf the ſhame of owning ber acquaintance. I 
forgot ſome point of ceremony at our next inter- 
view, and ſoon r her to forbid me her 
preſence. - 

My next. attempt was upon a lady of great emi= 
nence for learning and philoſophy. I had fre- 
quently obſerved the barrenneſs and uniformity of 

connubial converſation, and therefore chought 
highly of my own prudence and diſcernment, 
when I ſelected from a multitude of wealthy 
beauties, the deep-read Miſothea, who declared 
herſelf the inexorable enemy of ignorant pert- 
neſs, and puerile levity; and ſcarcely condeſcend- 
ed to make tea, but for the linguiſt; the geome- 
trician, the aſtrenomer, or the poet. The queen 
of the Amazons was only to be gained by the 
hero who could conquer her in ſingle combat; 
and Miſothea' s heart was only to bleſs the ſcho- 
lar who could overpower her by diſputation. 
Amidſt the fondeſt | tranſports of courtſhip ſhe 
could call for a definition of terms, and treated 
every .argument with contempt that could not be 
reduced to regular ſyllogiſm. You may eaſily. 
imagine, that 1 wiſhed this courtſhip at an end; 


S 5 S BFF N22 ® © 5 - 0 28. 0 7 8 Q 1 e 1 ww Fr th 


a8, but when I deſired her to ſhorten my torments, 
. and fix the day of my felicity, we were led into a 
\ds long —— Tag in which Miſothea endeavour- 
10 ed to demonſtrate the folly of attributing choice 
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and ſelf-· direction to any human being. It was 
not difficult to diſcover the danger of committing 
myſelf for ever to the arms of one who might at 
any time miſtake the dictates of paſſion, or the 
ealls of appetite, for the decree of fate; or con- 


|  fider cuckoldom as neceſſary to the general ſyſtem, 


as a link in the everlaſting chain of ſucceflive 
eauſes. I therefore told her, that deſtiny had or- 


dained us to part, and that nothing ſhould have torn 


me from her but the talons of neceffity. £4: 
I then ſolicited the regard of the calm, the 
prudent, the economical Sophronia, a lady who 
conſidered. wit as dangerous, and learning as ſu- 
kept her houſe clean, and her accounts | exact, 
took receipts for every payment, and could find 
them at a ſudden call, enquired nicely after the 


condition of the tenants, read the price of ſtocks 


once a week, and purchaſed every thing at the 
beſt market, could want no accompliſhments 
neceſſary to the happineſs of a wiſe man. © She 
diſcourſed with great ſolemnity on the care and 
vigilance which the ſuperintendence of a family 
demands; obſerved how many were ruined by 
confidence in ſervants; and told me, that ſhe 
never expected honeſty but from a ſtrong cheſt, 
and that the beſt ftorekeeper was the / miſtreſs's 
eye. Many ſuch oracles of generoſity ſhe uttered, 
and made every; day new improvements in her 
ſchemes for the regulation of her ſervants, and 
the diſtribution of her time. I was convinced, 


that whatever I might ſuffer from Sophronia, 1 


ſhould eſcape poverty; and we therefore pro- 
ceeded to adjuſt the ſettlements according to her 


maid 


OWN rule, fair and ſoftly But one morning: het 
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maid an ſecs hh to intreat my intereſt 
for a reconciliation to her miſtreſs, who had 
turned her out at night for breaking fix teeth in 
a tortoiſe-ſhell comb: ſhe had attended her lady 
from a diſtant province, and having not lived 
long enough to ſave much money, was deſtitute 
among ſtrangers, and though of a good family, 
in danger of periſhing in the ſtreets, or of being 
compelled by hunger to proſtitution. I made no 
ſcruple of promiſing to reſtore her; but upon my 
firſt application to Sophronia, was anſwered with 

an air which called for approbation, that if ſhe 
neglected her own affairs, I might ſuſpect her of 
neglecting mine; that the comb ſtood her in 
tpree half-crowns; that no ſervant ſhould wrong 
her twice; and that indeed ſhe took the firſt 
opportunity of parting with Pbillida, becauſe, 
though the was honeſt, her conſtitution was bad, 
and ſhe thought her very likely to fall ſicx. Of 
our conference I need not tell you the effect; it 
ſurely may be forgiven me, if on this occaſion I 
forgot che decency of common forms. = 

From two more ladies I was diſengaged by ba. 
ing, that they entertained my rivals at the ſame 
time, and determined their choice by the liberality 
of our ſettlements. Another I thought myſelf juſ- 
tified in forſaking, becaufe ſhe gave my attorney a 
bribe to favour her in the bargain ; another be- 
cauſe I could never ſoften her to tenderneſs, till ſhe 
heard that moſt of my' family had died young; and 
another, becauſe, to increaſe her fortune by ex- 
pectations, ſhe repreſented her ſiſter as languiſhing 
and conſumptive. 

. I ſhall in another letter give the remaining part 
of my -hiſtory of courtſhip, | 1 preſume _— 
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ſhould hitherto have injured the majeſty of female 
virtue, had 1 e eee 


V I en, be. 


Hruxxus | 


Nun. 214. SATURDAY, April 20, 175 * 
Walls vaquam de morte bominis cunfiatio longa u. Juv. 
—ů hen man 's life is in debate, 7 

Shs judge can ne'er too long deliberate, bares 


OWER and ſuperiority are fo flattering and 
. delightful, that, fraught with temptation and 
expoſed to danger as they are, Y any vir- 
tue is ſo cautious, or any prudence ſo timorous, 
as to decline them. Even thoſe that have moſt 
reverence for the laws of right, are pleaſed with 
ſhewing that not fear, but choice, regulates their 
behaviour; and ae be thought to comply, ra- 
ther than obey. We love to overlook the n | 
aries which we do not wiſh to paſs;. and, as the 
Roman fatiriſt remarks, he that has no deſign to 
take the life of another, is yet glad to bay it in his 
bands. 

From the ſame principle, 88 yet more to 
de generacy and corruption, proceeds the deſire of 
inveſting lawful authority with terror, and go- 
verning by force rather than perſuaſion, Pride 
is unwilling to believe the neceſſity of aſſigning 


any other reaſon, than her. own - will; and would 


rather 


14 


» 


i 


rather maintain the moſt equitable claims by vio- 


lence and penalties, than-deſcend from the dignity of + 


command to diſpute and expoſtulation. 


It may, I think, be ſuſpected, that this politi- 


cal arrogance has ſometimes found its way into 
legiſlative aſſemblies, and mingled with delibera- 
tions upon property and life. A light peruſal of 
the laws by which the meaſures. of vindictive and 
coercive juſtice are eſtabliſhed, will diſcover fo many 
diſproportions between crimes and puniſhments, 


ſuch capricious diſtinftions of guilt, and fuch . 


confuſion of remiſſneſs and ſeverity, as can ſcarcely 
be believed to have been produced by publick 


wiſdom, ſincerely and calmly ſtudious of public 


happineſs. 


The learned, the judicious, the pious Boot. | 


haave, relates, that he never ſaw a criminal drag- 


ged to execution without aſking himſelf, © Wha. 


* knows whether this man is not leſs culpable 
© than me?” On the days when the priſons of 
this city are emptied into the grave, let every ſpec- 
tator of the dreadful proceſſion put the ſame queſtion 
to his own heart, Few among thoſe that crowd 
in thouſands to the legal maſſacre, and look with 
careleſneſs, perhaps with triumph, on the utmoſt, 
exacerbations of human miſery, would then be able 
to return without horror and dejection. For, 
who can congratulate himſelf upon a life paſſed 
without ſome act more miſchievous to the peace 
or proſperity of others, than the theft of a piece 
of money?  _- | eh IS 
It has been always the practice, when any par- 
ticular ſpecies of robbery 'becomes prevalent and 


common, to endeavour its ſuppreſſion by capital 
denunciations. Thus, one generation of male- 
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factors is commonly cut off, and their ſucceſſors 
are frighted into new expedients ; the art of 
thievery is augmented with greater variety of fraud, 
and ſubtilized to higher degrees of dexterity, and 
more occult methods of conveyance. The law 
then renews the purſuit in the heat of anger, and 
overtakes the offender again with death. By 


this practice, capital inflictions are multiplied, and 


- crimes, very different in their degrees of enorm- 


.ity, are equally ſubjected to the ſevereſt puniſn- 


ment that man has the power of exerciſing upon 


| man. 


The lawgiver is undoubtedly allowed: to eſtimate 


the malignity of an offence, not merely by the 


loſs or pain which ſingle acts may produce; but 
by the general alarm and anxiety ariſing from the 
fear of miſchief, and inſecurity of poſſeſſion: he 
therefore exerciſes the right which ſocieties are ſup- 


poſed to have over the lives of thoſe that compoſe | 


them, not ſimply to puniſh a tranſgreiſion, but to 
maintain order, and preſerve quiet; he enforces 


thoſe laws with ſeyerity that are moſt in danger 


of violation, as the commander of a garriſon dou. 


bles the guard on that ſide which is ee by 


the enemy. , 
This method has been long ED but tried 
with fo little ſucceſs, that rapine and violence 


are hourly increaſing : yet few ſeem willing to 


deſpair of its efficacy, and of thoſe who employ 
their ſpeculations upon the preſent corruption of 
the people, ſome propoſe the introduction of 


more horrid, lingering, and terrifick puniſh- 


ments; ſome are inclined to accelerate the exe. 
cutions; ſome to diſcourage pardons ; and all 


ſeem to mink that * has given confidence to 
| wickedneſs, 


* 
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wickedneſs, and that we can only be reſcued from 
the talons of robbery by inflexible rigour, and ſan- 
guinary juſtice. . he 


Vet ſince the right of ſetting an uncertain and 


arbitrary value upon life has deen diſputed, and 


ſince experience of paſt times gives us little reaſon 


to hope that any. reformation will be effected by a 
periodical havock of our fellow-beings, perhaps: it 
will not be uſeleſs to conſider what conſequences 
might ariſe from relaxations of the law, and a 
more rational and equitable adaptation .of penalties 

Death is, as one of the ancients - obſerves, 
To 707 Oo epi OuCrewraler, of dreadf? ul things the ang 
dreadful ; an evil, beyond which nothing can be 
threatened. by ſublunary power, or feared from 
human enmity or vengeance. Ibis terror ſhould, 


therefore, be reſerved as the laſt reſort of authority, 


as the. ſtrongeſt and moſt operative of prohibi- 
tory ſanctions, and placed before the treaſure of 
life, to guard from invaſion what cannot be reſtored. 
To equal robbery with murder is to reduce murder 
to tobbery, to confound in common minds the 


gradations of iniquity, and incite the commiſſion 


of a greater crime to prevent the detection of 
a leſs. If only murder were puniſhed with death, 
very few robbers would ſtain their hands in 
blood; but when, by the laſt act of cruelty no 
new danger is incurred, and greater ſecurity may 
be obtained, upon what principle ſhall we bid 
them forbear ? - . | £3 
It may be urged, that the ſentence is often miti- 
gated to ſimple robbery ; but ſurely this is to 
confeſs .that our laws are unreaſonable in our own 
opinion; and, indeed, it may be obſerved, that 
gon 2 all 
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all but murderers have, at their laſt hour, the 


common ſenſations of mankind Pleading in their 
avour. 
From this oonviction of the inequality of the 
' puniſhment to , the offence, proceeds the frequent 
ſolicitation of. pardons. They who would rejoice 
at the correction of a thief, are yet ſhocked at the 
Ahought of deſtroying him. His crime ſhrinks. to 
nothing, compared with his miſery ; and ar 
.defeats itſelf by exciting pity. 
3 gibbet, indeed, certainly diſables thoſe we 
die upon it from infeſting the community; but 
their death ſeems not to contribute more to the 


reformation of their aſſociates, than any other 


method of ſeparation. A thief ſeldom 'paſles 
much of his time in recollection or anticipation, 
but from robbery haſtens to riot, and from riot 


to robbery; nor, when the grave cloſes. upon 
his companion, has any other care than to find 


another. 


The frequency of capital 8 theres | 


fore, rarely hinders the commiſſion of a crime, 
but naturally and commonly prevents its detec- 
tion, and is, if we proceed only upon prudential 
principles, chiefly for that reaſon to be avoided. 
Whatever may be urged by caſuiſts or politicians, 
the greater part of mankind, as they cats never 
think that .to pick the pocket and to pierce the 
heart is equally criminal, will ſcarcely believe that 
two malefactors fo different in guilt can be juſtly 


| doomed to the fame puniſhment-: nor is the ne- 


ceſſity of ſubmitting the conſcience to human 


laws: ſo plainly evinced, ſo clearly ſtated, or ſo 


generally allowed, but that the pious, the ten- 


8 der, and the 18 * 9 e to concur 
with 
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with the community. in an act which their private 
judgment cannot approve. . - ; 

He who knows not how often rigorous 1 
produce total impunity; and how many crimes are 
concealed and forgotten for fear of hurrying the 
offender to that ſtate in which there is no repent-- 
| ance, has converſed very little with mankind. And 
whatever epithets of reproach or contempt this com- 
paſſion may-incur from thoſe who confound cruelty. © 
with firmneſs, I know not whether any: wiſe man 
would wilk it leſs powerful, or leſs extenſive. i; 
If thoſe whom the wiſdom of our laws has 
condemned to die, had been detected in their 
rudiments of robbery, they: might, by proper 
diſcipline and uſeful labour, have been diſen- 
tangled from their habits, they might have eſcaped 
all the temptations to ſubſequent crimes, and 
paſſed their days in reparation and penitence 
and detected they might all have been, had the 
profecutors been. certain that their lives would 
have been ſpared. I believe, every thief will con- 
feſs, that he has been more than once ſeized 
and diſmiſſed ; and that he has ſometimes ventu- 
red upon capital erimes, becauſe he knew, that 
thoſe whom he injured would rather connive at. 
his eſcape, than cloud their. minds with the hor-- 
rors of his death. 


All laws againſt e are ineffectual, un- 


leſs ſome will inform, and ſome will proſecute; 
but till we mitigate the penalties for mere viola 
tions of property, information. will always be 
hated, and proſecution dreaded. The heart of 
A. 800 man cannot but recoil at the thought of 
Mnitüng. a ſlignt injury with death; eſpecially 
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when he remembers, that the thief might have pro- 
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cured ſafety by another crime, from which he was: 
reſtrained only by his remaining virtue. . 

The obligations to affiſt the exerciſe of pub- 
lick juſtice are indeed ſtrong ; but they will cer- 
tainly be overpowered by tenderneſs for life. 
What is puniſhed with ſeverity contrary to our 


ideas of adequate retribution, will be ſeldom 
diſcovered; and multitudes will be ſuffered to 
advance from: crime to crime, till they deſerve 


death, becauſe, if they had been ſooner proſecu- 
ted, they would have ſuftered. death before r 


| deſerved it. 


This ſcheme . invigorating the laws: by re- 
laration, and extirpating wickedneſs by lenity, 


is ſo remote from common practice, that I might 
reaſonably fear to expoſe it to the publick, could 


it be ſupported only by my own obſervations: I 
ſhall, therefore, by aſcribing it to its author, Sir 
Thomas More, endeavour: to procure it that atten- 


tion, which I wiſh always paid to Smt ta 
Juſtice, and to _—_— | a 


La. 
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Nous. 115. rogepav, Avril 23.7 1751. 


Quædam parva guidem, ſed non toleranda maritis, . Juv. 7 
. Some faults, tho' ſmall, intolerable grow. DRYDEN: 
To the RAMBL ER: 
8 IN. 


Sit down in purſiance of my late engagement 
to recount the remaining part of the adventures 


that befel me in my long queſt of conjugal felicity, 


which, though I have not yet been fo happy as to 


obtain it, IJ have at leaſt endeavoured to deſerve by 
unwearied diligence, without ſuffering from repeat- 
ed diſappointments any abatement of my hope, or 


repreſſion of my activity. 


You muſt have obſerved in the world a ſpecies” 
of mortals who employ themſelves in promoting 
matrimony, and, without any viſible motive of 
intereſt or vanity, without any diſcoverable impulſe 
of malice or benevolence, without any reafon, but 


that they want objects of attention and topicks of 


converſation, are inceſſantly buſy in procuring 
wives and huſbands. They fill the ears of every 
ſingle man and woman with ſome convenient match, 


and when they are informed of your age and for- 
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tune, offer a partner of life with the ſame readineſs, 


and the fame indifference, as a ſaleſman, when he 
has taken meaſure by his eye, fits his cuſtomer. 
with a coat. 

It might be expected that they ſhould ſoon be 
diſcouraged from this officious interpoſition by re- 
ſentment or contempt ; and that every man ſhould 
determine the choice on which ſo much of his 
happineſs muſt depend, by his own judgment and 

D 4 obſer- 
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obſervation : yet it happens, that as theſe pro- 
poſals are generally made with a ſhew of kindneſs, 
they ſeldom provoke anger, but are at worſt heard 
with patience, and forgotten. They influence 
weak minds to approbation ; for many are ſure to 

-find in a new acquaintance, whatever qualities 

report has taught them to expect; and in more 

powerful and active underſtandings they excite 
cCurioſity, and ſometimes, by a lucky chance, bring 

perſons of ſimilar tempers within the attraction of 
each other. 

I was known to poli a fortune, and to want 
a wife; and therefore was frequently attended by 
theſe hymeneal folicitors, with whoſe importunity 

I was ſometimes diverted, and ſometimes per- 

plexed; for they contended for me as vultures 

for a carcaſe; ; each employing all his eloquence, 
and all his artifices, to enforce and promote his 
own ſcheme, from the ſucceſs of which he was to 
receive no other advantage than the pleaſure of 

defeating others equally cager, and equally induſ- 
trious. 

An invitation to ſup with one of thoſe buſy 

| friends, made me by a concerted chance acquain uainted 
with 7 by whom it was expected, that I 
ſhould be faddenty and irrefiſtibly enſlaved. The 
lady, whom the ſame kindneſs had brought with- 
out her own concurrence into the liſts of love, 

| ſeemed to think me at leaſt worthy. of the honour 
of captivity; and exerted the power, both of her 
eyes and wit, with ſo much art and ſpirit, that 
though I had been too often deceived by appear- 
ances. to devote myſelf irrevocably at the firſt 
interview, yet I could not ſuppreſs ſome, raptures 


of admiration, and Kutten of deſire, I. was eaſily 
| : | perſuaded 
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perſuaded to make nearer approaches; but. ſoon 
diſcovered, that an union with Camilla was not 
much to be wiſhed. Camilla profeſſed a boundleſs. 
contempt for the folly, levity, ignorance, and im- 
pertinence of her own ſex; and very. frequentlx 
expreſſed her wonder that men of learning or expe- 
rience could ſubmit ta, trifle away life with beings, 
incapable of ſolid thought. In mixed companies, 
ſhe always aſſociated with the men, and . — | 
her ſatisfaction when the ladies: retired, - If any: 
ſhort excurſion into the country was rropalee | 
ſhe commonly. infiſted.. upon the excluſion of: - 
women from the party becauſe, where they were 
admitted, the time was waſted in frothy compli- 
ments, weak indulgences, and idle ceremonies;.- 
To ſhew the greatneſs of her mind, ſhe avoided: 
all compliance with the faſhion.; and to boaſt the 
profundity of her knowledge, miſtook. the various 


textures of ſilk, confounded tabbies with damaſks, 


and ſent for ribbands by. wrong. names. She 
deſpiſed the commerce of ſtated viſits, a farce of 
empty form without inſtruction and congratu- 
lated herſelf, . that ſhe never learned to write, 
meſſage cards. She often applauded the noble 
ſentiment of Plato, who rejoiced that he was born 
a man. rather than a woman; proclaimed her 
approbation of Sꝛoiſt's opinion, that women. are: 
only a higher ſpecies of monkies; and confeſſed, 
that when ſhe conſidered the behaviour, or heard 
the converſation, of her. ſex, ſhe could not but 
forgive. the Turks for ſulpeCting them to want. 


ſouls. 


It was the j joy and pride of Camilla to hav tithe - 
voked, by this inſolence, all the rage of hatred, _ 


and al che perſecutions of caliunny 3 nor Was ihe | 
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\ ever more elevated with her own ſuperiority, than 


Ne 11554 


when ſhe talked of female anger, and female cun- 
ning. Well, ſays ſhe, has nature provided that 


ſach virulence ſhould be diſabled by folly, and ſuch 
<<mtetty be reftrained by impotence. © 


Camilla doubtleſs expected, that what ſhe loft 


on one fide, ſhe ſhould gain on the other;- and 


imagined that every male heart would be open to 
a lady, who made ſuch generous advances to the 


borders of virility. But man, ungrateful man,. 


inſtead of ſpringing forward to meet her, ſhrunk 
back at her approach. She was perſecuted by the 


ladies as a deſerter, and at beſt received by the 


men only as a fugitive. I, for my part, amuſed 
myſelf a while with her fopperies, but novelty. 


foon gave way to deteſtation, for nothing out of 
the common order of nature can be long borne. 
I had no inclination to a wife who had the rug- 


gedneſs of a man without his force, and the igno- 
rance of a woman without her ſoftneſs; nor could I 
think my'quiet and honour to be entruſted to ſuch 
audacious virtue as was * courting danger, and 


ſoliciting aſſault. 
My next miſtreſs was M tella, a lady of gentle 


mien, and ſoft voice, always ſpeaking to approve, 
and ready to receive direction from thoſe with 
whom chance had brought her into company. 


In Nitella I promiſed myſelf an eaſy friend, with 


whom I might loiter away the day without diſ- 


turbance or altercation. I therefore ſoon reſolved 


to addreſs her, but was difcouraged from proſecut- 
ing my courtſhip by obſerving, that her apartments 
were ſuperſtitiouſly regular ; and that, unleſs ſhe 


had notice of my viſit, ſhe was never to be ſeen. 
There is a kind of anxious cane which 1 


: | | have 
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have always noted as the characteriſtick of a 
flattern; it is the ſuperfluous ſctupulofity of guilt, 


dreading diſcovery, and ſhunning ſuſpicion : it is the 
violence of an effort againſt habit, which being im- 
pelled by external motives, cannot my at the middle 


point. 
' Nitella was always tricked out rather with nicety 


than elegance; and ſeldom could forbear to diſ- 
| cover, by her uneaſineſs and conſtraint, that her 
attention was burdened, and her imagination 


engroſſed: I therefore concluded, that being only 
occaſionally and ambitiouſly drefſed, ſhe was not 
familiarized to her own ornaments. There are 
ſo many competitors for the fame of cleanlineſs, 


that it is not hard to gain information of thoſe 


that fail, from thoſe that deſire to excel: I quickly 


found, that Nitella paſſed her time between finery 


and dirt; and was always in a wrapper, nightcap, 
and flippers, when "ſhe was not decorated for 
immediate ſhew. 

I was then led by my « ev 1 deſting to Charybdis, 
who never neglected an opportunity of ſeizing a 
new prey when it came within her reach. I 
thought myſelf quickly made happy by permiſſion 
to attend her to publick places; ; and pleaſed my 
own vanity with imagining the envy which I 
ſhould raiſe in a thouſand hearts, by appearing' as 
the acknowledged favourite of Garybdis. She 
ſoon after hinted her intention to take a ramble 
for a fortnight, into a part of the kingdom which 
the had never ſeen. I folicited the happineſs of 
accompanying her, which, after a ſhort reluctance, . 
was indulged me. She had no other curioſity in 
her journey, than after all poſſible means of ex- 
n ; and was every moment taking occaſion to 

= "26 mention 
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mention ſome delicacy, which I knew. it my- duty 1 


upon ſuch. notices te procure. 
Alter our return, being now more familiar, ſhe 
told me, whenever we met, of ſome new diverſion ; 


at night ſhe had notice of a charming company | 


that would breakfaſt in the . gardens ; and in the 
morning had been informed of Gas new ſong i in 
the opera, ſome new dreſs at the playhouſe, or 


- ſome performer at a concert whom ſhe longed to 
hear. - Her intelligence was ſuch, that there never 


was a ſhew, to which ſhe did not ſummon me on 
the ſecond. oth and as ſhe hated a crowd, and 
could not go alone, I was obliged to attend at 
ſome intermediate hour, and pay the price of a 
whole company. When we paſſed the ſtreets, 
| ſhe was often charmed with ſome trinket in the 
: toy-ſhops; ; and from moderate deſires of ſeals and 
ſnuff. boxes, roſe, by degrees, to gold and dia- 

monds. I now began to find the ſmile of Charybdis 
- too coſtly for a private purſe, and added one more 


to ſix and forty lovers, whoſe fortune and _ 


her rapacity had exhauſted, _ 
Imperia then took poſſeſſion of my affections; 
but kept them only for a ſhort time. She had 


newly inherited a large fortune, and baving ſpent 


the — part of her life in the peruſal of romances, 
brought with her into the gay world all the pride 
of Cleopatra; expected nothing leſs than vows, 
altars, and facrifices; and thought her —_ 
diſhonoured, and her. power infringed, by the 
- ſofteſt oppoſition to her ſentiments, or the ſmalleſt 
tranſgreſſion of her commands, Time might 
indeed cure this ſpecies of pride in a mind not 
naturally undiſcerning, and vitiated only by falſe 
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low z and I therefore left her to grow wiſe. at liſure, 
or to continue in error at her own. he, 
Thus J have hitherto, in ſpite of myſelf, paſſed 
my life in frozen celibacy. My friends, indeed, 
oſten tell me, that I flatter my imagination with 
higher hopes than human nature can gratify ; that 
I dreſs up an ideal charmer in all the radiance. of 
perfection, and then enter the world to look for 
the ſame excellence in corporeal beauty. But 
ſurely, Mr. Rami, it is not madneſs to hopfe 
for ſome terreſtrial lady unſtained with the ſpots 
which I have been deſcribing; at leaſt L am 
reſolved, to purſne my ſearch; for I am ſo far from 
thinking meanly of marriage, that I believe it able 
to afford the higheſt happineſs decreed to our pre- 
ſent ſtate; and if after all theſe miſcarriages I find a 
woman that fills up my expeCtation, you thall hear 
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ght L the daughter of a wealthy citizen of London. 

not My father having by his marriage freed the eſtate 

alſe from a heavy mortgage, and paid his ſiſters their 

are portions, . ought bim diſcharged from all. 
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obligation to further thought, and entitled to 
ſpend the reſt of his life in rural pleaſures. He 
therefore ſpared nothing that might contribute to 
the completion. of his felicity ; ; he procured the 
beſt guns and horſes that the kingdom could 
ſupply, paid large falaries to his groom and huntſ- 
man, and became the envy of the country for 
the diſcipline of. his hounds. But above all his 
other attainments, he was eminent for a breed of 
pointers and ſetting-dogs, which by long and vi- 
gilant cultivation he had ſo much improved, that not 
a partridge or heathcock could reſt in ſecurity, and 
game of whatever ſpecies that dared to light upon 
his manor, was beaten down by his ſhot, or cover- 
pa with his nets., 
My elder brother was very early initiated i in the 
thace, and at an age when other boys are creeping. 
like ſnails unwillingly. to ſchool, he could wind the 
horn, beat the buſhes, bound over hedges, and 


 . ffvim rivers. , When the huntſman one day broke 


his leg, he ſupplied his place with equal abilities, 
and came home with the ſcut in his hat, amidft 
the acclamations of the whole village. I being 
either delicate or timorous, , leſs deſirous of ho- 
nour, or leſs capable of fylvan heroiſm, was always 
the favourite of my mother; becauſe I kept my 


Coat clean, and my com plenion free from freckles, 


and did not come home like my brother mired and 
tanned, nor carry corn in my hat to the horſe, nor 
bring dirty curs into the parlour. 
My mother had not been taught to amuſe her- 
ſelf with books, and being much inclined to deſpiſe 
the ignorance and barbarity of the country ladies, 
diſdained to learn their ſentiments or converſation, 
and had made no addition to the notions which 
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ſhe had brought from the precincts of Cornbill.. 


She was, therefore, always recounting the glories- 
of the city; enumerating the ſucceſſion of mayors ;. 
celebrating the magnificence of the banquets at 
Guildhall; and relating the civilities paid her at the 


companies feaſts by men of whom ſome are now. 
made aldermen, ſome have fined for ſheriffs, and 


none are worth leſs than forty, thouſand pounds. 
She frequently diſplayed her father's greatneſs ;, 

told of the large bills which he had paid at ſight; 
of the ſums for which his word would paſs upon 
the Exchange ; the heaps: of gold which he uſed 
on Saturday night to toſs about with a ſhovel ; 

the extent of his warehouſe, and the ftrength of. 
his doors; and when ſhe relaxed her imagination 
with lower ſubjects, deſcribed the furniture of their 


country-houſe, or repeated the wit of the clerks. 


and porters. 


By theſe narratives I was fired with the ſplendor 


and dignity of London, and of trade. I therefore 


devoted myſelf to a ſhop, and warmed my imagi-. 


nation from year to year with enquiries about the 
privileges of a freeman,. the power of the common 
council, the dignity of a wholefale dealer, and 
the grandeur of mayoralty, to which my mother 


aſſured me that many had arrived who began the 


world with leſs than myſelf. 


I was very impatient to enter into a path, which 


led to ſuch honour and felicity; but was forced 


for a time to endure ſome repreſſion of my eager- 


neſs, for it was my grandfather's maxim, that a 


young man ſeldom makes much money, who is out ? of his 


lime before two-and-twenty. They thought it ne- 
ceſlary, therefore, to keep me at home till the 
proper ade, without = other employment than 

that 
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that of learning merchants accounts, ard the art 
of regulating books; but at length the tedious days 


lapſed, 1 was tranſplanted. to town, and, with. 
de latisfaktion to RA bound to a haher- ” 


Er. 


My maſter, who had no conception of any 1 vir 


tue, merit, or dignity, but that of being rich, had 


all the good qualities which naturally ariſe from a 


cloſe and unwearied attention to the main chance; 
his deſire to gain wealth was ſo well tempered by 
the vanity of ſhewing it, that without any other 
principle of action, — lived. in the eſteem of the 
whole commercial world; and was always treated 


with reſpe& by. the only men, whoſe good opinion 


he valued or ſolicited, thoſe who were univerſally. 
allowed to be richer than himſelf, 
By. his inſtructions I learned in a few weeks to 


handle a yard with great dexterity, to wind tape 


neatly upon the ends of my fingers, and to make 
up. parcels with exact frugality of paper and pack- 
thread; and ſoon caught from my fellow-appren- 
tices the true grace of a counter bow, the careleſs 
air with which a ſmall pair of ſcales is- to be held 
between the fingers, and the vigour and ſpright- 
lineſs with which the box, after the ribband has 
been cut, is returned into its place. Having no. 
deſire of any higher employment, and therefore 
applying all my powers to the knowledge of my. 
trade, I was quickly maſter of all that could be 
known, became a critick in ſmall wares, con- 
trived new variations of figures, and new mixtures 
of colours, and was - ſometimes conſulted by the 
weavers when they projected, en for the en- 
. ſpring. 
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With all theſe accompliſhments, in the fourtly. 


' year of my apprenticeſhip, I paid a viſit to mx 


friends in the country, where I expected to be 
received as a new ornament of the family, and 


conſulted by the neighbouring gentlemen as a 


maſter of peeuniary knowledge, and by the ladies 
as an oracle of the mode. But unhappily, at the 


firſt publick table to which I was invited, appeared 


a ſtudent of the Temple, and an offices of the 
guards, who looked upon me with a ſmile of con- 
tempt, which deſtroyed at once all my hopes of 
diſtinction, ſo that I durſt hardly raiſe. my eyes 


for fear of encountering their ſuperiority of miens. 


Nor was my courage revived by any. opportunities 
of diſplaying. my knowledge; for the templar en- 
tertained the company for part of the day with 
hiſtorical - narratives and political obſervations; 
and the colonel afterwards detailed the adventures 
of a. birth · night, told the daims and er 
of the courtiers, and gave an account of. — 1 -26- 

ns, and diverſions. I, indeed; eſſayed to fill 
up a pauſe in a parliamentary debate with a faint 
mention of trade, and Spaniards; and once at- 


tempted, with ſome warmth, to correct a groſs 


miſtake about a filver, breaſt-knot ; but neither of 
my. antagonifts ſeemed to think a reply neceſſary 7 
they reſumed their diſcourſe, without emotion, and 


again engroſſed the attention of the company; nor 
did one of the ladies appear deſirous to know, my. 


opinion: of her dreſs, or to hear how. long the car- 


nation ſhot with white, that was then new amongſt 

them, had been antiquated in town. ; 
As I knew that neither of theſe gentlemen. had 

more money than myſelf,” I could: not diſcoven 


what lk Gaſt: In. hes punts nor 


Why 
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why they were conſidered by others as more 


worthy of attention and reſpect; and therefore 
reſolved, when we met again, to rouſe my ſpirit, 


and force myſelf into notice. I went very early: 
to the next weekly meeting, and was entertaining 


a ſmall circle very ſuccefsfully* with a minute re- 


Preſentation of my lord Mayor's ſhow, - when. the 


colonel entered careleſs and gay, fat down with a 
kind of unceremonious civility, and without 
appearing to intend any interruption; drew my. 


audience away to the other part of the room, to 


which I had not the courage” ts follow them. 


Boon after came in the lawyer, not-indeed with 
the ſame attractioti of mien, but* with greater 


powers of language; and by one or other the 


company was ſo happily amuſed, that I was neither 
heard nor ſeen, nor was able to give any other 


proof of my exiſtence than that I. put round the 


glaſs, Ry my turn e eee tho | 
toaſt.” 
My e indeed ene to comfort me 


in my vexation, by telling me, that perhaps theſe 


ſhowy talkers were hardly able to pay every one 
his own ; that he who has money in his pocket 
needs not care what any man fays of him; that, 


if I minded my trade, the time will come when 
lawyers and ſoldiers would be glad to borrow out 


of my purſe; and that it is fine, when a man can 
ſet his hands to his- ſides, and ſay he is worth 
forty thouſand” pounds every day of the year. 
| Theſe and many more ſuch conſolations and en- 


couragements, received from my good mother, 


which however did not much allay my uneaſi- 


neſs; for having by ſome accident heard, that the 


| county ladies. W her as a 8 L had 2 | 
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fore no longer much reverence for her opinions, 
but conſidered her as one whoſe ignorance and 
prejudice had hurried me, though without ill in- 
tentions, into a ſtate of meanneſs and ignominy, 
from which I could not find any poſſibility of 
riſing to the rank which my anceſtors had always 
SN „ „ 

I returned, however, to my maſter, and buſied 
myſelf among thread, and ſilks, and laces, but 
without my former cheerfulneſs and -alacrity. TI 1 
had now na longer any felicity in contemplating. 
the exact diſpoſition of my powdered curls, the 
equal plaits of my ruffles, or the gloſſy blackneſs 
of my ſhoes; nor heard with my former elevation 
thoſe compliments which ladies ſometimes conde- 
ſcended to pay me upon my readineſs in twiſting 
2 paper, or counting out the change. The term 
of Hung man, with which I was ſometimes 
honoured, as I carried a parcel toi the door of a 
coach, tortured my imagination; I grew negli- 
gent of my perſon, and ſullen in my temper, 
often miftook. the. demands of the cuſtomers, 
treated their caprices and objections with con- 
tempt, and received and diſmiſſed them with ſurly 
%% T 
My maſter was afraid leſt the ſhop ſhould ſuffer 
by this change of my behaviour; and; therefore; 
after ſome expoſtulations, poſted me in the ware- 
houſe, and preſerved me from the danger and re- 
proach of deſertion, to which my-diſcontent would 
certainly have urged me, had I continued any longer 
In the ſixth year of my ſervitude my brother 
died of drunken joy, for having run down a fox 
that had baffled all the packs in the province. E 
*% 4 is ; - * : Was: i 
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3 To the RAMBLER. 


rn ridicule and vilify what they cannot 


0 f recluſe ſpeculation, and has never hardened his 


4 _— 
* 


Nei r- 7s . 
was now-heir, and with the hearty confent of my: ' 
maſter . commenced gentleman.. The adventures 
in which my. new character engaged me ſhall be 
communicated in another letter, by, Sir, 


Durs, Se.. 
MisocAPET us. 


erer rau 
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— = och, linea: Jus" aug Fo "Oven. 
iy Aor t ir 8px; & pour ut ten. . Hol. 
The gods they challenge, and affect the ſæies: 
Heav'd on Oꝶympus tott'ring Qu ſtood; e 
On Ups Pelios nods with all his wood, POPE, 


ew . ̃]² - 
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11 N. 
OTHING how e the am 
ment of. learning than the diſpoſition of vul- 


comprehend. - All induſtry muſt be excited by 
hope; and as the ſtudent often. propoſes no other 
reward to himſelf than praiſe, he is eaſily diſcou- 
raged by contempt and inſult. He who brings 
with him into a clamorous multitude the timidity 


front in public liſe, or accuſtomed his paſſions to 
the viciſſitudes and accidents, the triumphs and de- 
feats of mixed converſation, will bluſh at the ſtare 
_ of. petulant incredulity and, ſuffer himſelf to be 
i got by. a burſt: of laughter, from the fortreſſes 

onſtration. The Ü!I 29: anus 


ta 


8 8 S 


N 1 155 | 
to aſſert before hardy contradiction, the poſſibility of 
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tearing down bulwarks with a ſilk- worm's thread; 


and the aſtronomer. of relating the rapidity of light, 


the diſtance of the fixed ſtars, and the height ef 
the lunar mountains. 8 


If I could by ny efbets have ſhaken” off this 


.cowardice, I'had not ſheltered myſelf under a bor- 
towed name, nor applied to you for the means of 
communicatinꝑ to the publick the theory of a gar- 


ret; a ſubject which, except ſome light and tran- 
fient ſtrictures, has been hitherto neglected by 
thoſe who were beſt qualified to adorn it, either 
for want of leiſure to proſecute the various re- 


ſearches in which a nice diſcuſſion muſt engage them, 


or becauſe it requires ſuch diverſity of knowledge, 
and ſuch extent of curioſity, as is ſcarcely to be 
found in any ſingle intellect: or perhaps others 
foreſaw the tumults which would be raiſed againſt 
them, and confined their knowledge to their own 


breaſts, and abandoned prejudice and folly to the 
direction of chance. 


That the ptofeſlors of literatures 8 reſide 
in the higheſt ſtories, has been immemorially ob- 
ſerved. The wiſdom. of the ancients was well 
acquainted with the intellectual advantages of an 
elevated ſituation: why elſe were the Muſes ſta- 
tioned on Olympus or Parnaſſus by thoſe who could 
with equal right have raiſed them bowers in the 


vale of Tempe or erected their altars among the 


flexures of Meander? Why was Jove himſelf 
nurſed upon a mountain? or why did the god- 
deſſes, when the prize of beauty was - conteſted, 
try the cauſe upon the top of Ida? Such were the 
fictions by which the great maſters of the earlier 
ages endeavoured to incucate to poſterity the im- 

| portance 


* 
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rtance of a garret, which, though they had 


Portance 
been 4 obſeured by che negli gence and igno- 


rance of ſucceeding times were well enforced by 
the celebrated ſymbol of Pythagoras an, wf 
Thy 1X9 xDDD] © when the wind blows, worſhip 

< its echo.” This could not but be underſtood 
by his diſciples as an inviolable injunction to live 
in a garret, which I have found frequently viſited 
by the echo and the wind. Nor. was the tradition 
wholly obliterated in the age of Augu/tus, for 
Tibullus evidently congratulates himſelf upon his 
garret, not — lane * to the Fg 


Precept. 


Quam Javat immites wentos audire cubant em 
Aut, gelidas bybernus aquas tm fuderit auſter, 
Securum ſemnos, imbre juvante, ſequi ! 


How ſweet in ſleep to paſs the careleſs hours, 
LulPd by the beating winds and daſhing ſhow? rs! 1 


And it is impoſſible not to Ader the 0 


of Lucretius, an earlier writer, for a garret, in his 
deſcription of the lofty towers of ſerene learning, 
and of the pleaſure with which a wiſe man looks 

down upon the confuſed and erratick ſtate 5 the 


world moving below him. 


Sed nil dulcius eft, bene ad munita tenere | 
Egdiitã defirind ſapientum templa ſerena; © 1 
Deſpicere unde queas alies, paſſimque videre 


Errare, atque viam palanteis quarere vite, 


— Tis ſweet thy lab'ring Reps to guide | 
To virtue's heights, with wiſdom well ſupply'd, 
And all the magazines of learning fortify'd "= 
From thente to look below on human kind, 
Bewilder'd in the maze of life, and blind, DavDen. 


The 


AST: OS 

polo, 1 

2 * © $a 
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* 
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The inſtitution has, indeed, continued by our own. 
time; the garret is ſtill the uſual receptacle of the 
philoſopher and poet ; but this, like many. ancient 
cuſtoms, is perpetuated only by an accidental imi- 
tation, without knowledge of the N e for 
which it was eſtabliſhed. 


Cauſe latet 5 res off notiſina. : 
The cauſe i is ſecret, but th effect is known. Aon. 


* 


Cc on) jectures have, dead been 3 con- 
cerning theſe habitations of literature, but without 
much ſatisfactton to the judicious enquirer. Some 
have imagined, that the garret is generally choſen 
by the wits, as moſt eaſily rented; and concluded 
that no man rejoices in his aerial abode, but on 


the days of payment. Others ſuſpect, that a 


garret is chiefly convenient, as it is remoter than 
any other part of the houſe from the outer door, 
which is often obſerved to be infeſted by viſitants, 
who talk inceſſantly of beer, or linen, or a coat, 
and repeat the fame ſounds every morning, and. 
ſometimes again in the afternoon, without any 
variation, except that they grow daily'more impor- 
tunate and clamorous, and raiſe their voices in 
time from mournful murmurs to raging vocife- 
rations. This eternal monotony is always de- 
_ teſtable to a man whoſe chief pleaſure is to enlarge 
his knowledge, and vary his ideas. Others talk 
of freedom from noiſe, and abſtraction from com- 
mon | buſineſs or amuſements; and ſome yet 


more viſionary, tell us that the faculties. are en- 


larged by open proſpects, and that the fancy is 
more at liberty, when the eye ranges without con- 
finement. 8 


. , ,, 
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- Theſe conveniencies may perhaps all be found 
is a well-choſen garret ; but ſurely they cannot be 
ſuppoſed ſufficiently important to have operated un- 
variably upon different elimates, diſtant ages, 'and 
ſeparate nations. Of an univerſal practice, there 
muſt ſtill be- preſumed an univerſal cauſe, which, 
however reeendite and abſtruſe, may be arrer 
[ | reſerved to make me illuſtrious by its Uſcovery, and 
F | you by 1 its promatzation. | 
It is-univerſally known that the . of the 
=. mind are invigorated or weakened by the ſtate of 
| the body, and that the body is in a great meaſure 
regulated by the various compreffions of the arn- 
bient element. The effects of the air in the pro- 
duction or cure of corporeal maladies have been 
acknowledged from the time of Hippocrates; but 
i -no man has yet ſufficiently confidered how far it 
may influence the operations of the genius, though 
every day affords inſtances of local underſtanding, 
of wits and reaſoners, whoſe faculties are adapted 
to ſome ſingle ſpot, and who, when they are re- 
moved to any other place, ſink at once into ſilence 
and ſtupidity. I have diſcovered, by a long ſeries 
of obſervations, that invention and elocution 
ſiuxffer great impediments from denſe and impure 
Mp wapours, and that the tenuit of a defecated 
| air at a proper diſtance from the ſurface of the 
earth, accelerates the fancy, and ſets at liberty 
N ftthoſe intellectual powers which were before ſhack- 
led by too ſtrong attraction, and unable to expand 
themſelves under the preſſure of a grols atmo- 
iphere. I have found dulneſs to quicken into ſen- 
timent in a thin ether, as water, though not very 
bot, boils in A receiver partly exhauſted ; and 


| — heads, in N empty, have teemed w "with 
Ne notions 
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— have felled out ines Riſk nc 
_ extenſion. 

For this dos 1 never think myſif quilificd vo! 
judge dediſtwwely of any man's faculties, whom I 
have only known in one degree of elevation; but 
take ſome opportunity of attending him och the 


cellar to the garret, and try upon him all che vari- 
ous degrees of rarefaction and condenſation, — 


ſion and laxity. If he is neither vivacious 

nor ſerious below, I then/ conſider him as 

leſs ; but as it ſeldom happens, that I do not fad 
the temper to which the texture of his brain is 
fitted, I accommodate him in time with à tube of 
mercury, firſt: marking the point moſt favourable 
to his intellects, according to rules which I have 
long ſtudied, and which I may, perhaps, reveal to 
mankind in a nee treatiſe of barometrical 
pneumatology. 

Another — the 'gaiety and ſprightlinef o& 
the dwellers in garrets is probably the increaſe of 
that vettiginous motion, with which we are carried 
round by the diurnal revolution of the earth; The 
power of agitation upon the ſpirits is well known; 

every man has felt his heart lightened in a rapid 
vehicle, or on a galloping horſe; and nothing is 
plainer, than that he who, towers to the fifth ſtory, 
is whirled through more ſpace by every circutnro- 
tation, chan another that grovels upon the ground. 
floor. The nations between the tropicks are 
known to be fiery, inconſtant, inventive, and fan- 
ciful; becauſe, living at the utmoſt length of the 
earth's diameter, they are carried about with more 
ſwiftneſs than thoſe whom nature has placed 


nearer to the poles; and therefore, as it becomes 
Vor. III. S 2 wiſe 
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a, wiſe man to ſtruggle with the i inconveniences of 
tus, country, whenever celerity and acuteneſ are. 
requiſite, we muſt actuate our languor by os, aa | 
few; turns Found-the center ima gamet. 

If you imagine that I aſcribe See 
effects which chey cannot produce, I defire you to" 
_ conſult. your, own. memory, and: conſider whether: 

yau,have-never known: a man acquire reputation in 

| | his garret, which, when fortune or a patron had 
1 placed him upon the firſt floor, he was unable to 
maintain; and who; never recovered his former 
vigour. of underſtanding till he was reftored to his 

original fituation. That a garret will make every 

man a wit, I am very far from ſuppoſing; I know 
there are ſome who would continue blackheads 
even on the ſummit of the Andes, or on the peak 
of Tenerife. But let not any man be conſidered 
as unimpraveable till this potent remedy has been 
tried; for perhaps he was formed; to be great only. 
in a garret, as the;joiner of Areteus was rational in 
no other place but his own ſhop. 
bas think a frequent removal to eee 
| from the center, ſo, neceſſary to a juſt eſtimate: of 
* intellectual abilities, and conſequently of ſo great 
5 uſe in education, that if I hoped that the on mg 
q could be perſuaded to: ſo expenſive:an experiment, 
1 I. would propoſe, that there ſhould be a cavern 
dug, and a tower erected, like thaſe which” Baron 
> - deſcribes in Solomor''s: — for the expanſion and 
Concentration of underſtanding, according to the 
. | exigence of diſſerent employments, or conſtitu- 
1 tions. Perhaps tome; that fume away in medita- 
'F tions upoh, time and ſpace in the tower, might 
4 ' compoſe tables.of-intereſt at; a certain depth; and 
ene ground ae in den 
1 | > 
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creeps in narfative,, might, at che height ef half 4 


mile, ſermetſt into merriment, ſparkle with repar- 
tes; and froth with declamation. 


Vireif's 


rhine the height of the aathor's habitation. As an 


| rmar > is commonly {aid to ſmell of 
the lamp, ny commendation of a noble thought, a 


ſprightiy ſally, or a bold figure,” is to pronounce it 


break from me upon the peruſal of moſt of your 
papers, did I not believe, that you ſometimes quit 


| Now, 118. SarTuRDAY, My 4, 1751. 
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_ 1 . Hom, 
: ta endo nightthoytiory- name ikiows. Frames, 


of _ attempted, in his 
relation of the dream of Scipio, to depreciate thoſe 
bonours for which he himſelf appears to have panted 


with reſtleſs ſolicitude, by ſhewing within what 
narrow limits all 8 


can hope from men is circumſcribed, 


''W R DTT r 


Aliſon obſerves, that we may find the heat of 
imate, in ſome lines of his Georgi: fo, 
when I read a compoſition; I immediately deter- 


freſh from the garret ;- an expreſſion which would 


n eee Hog 
| | Hrrzararvs 


(CICERO has, Wich his uſual elegance and 
wb eh 


% 


« even: the ſpots where E men are to be found are 
<< broken. by intervening deſerts; and the natioris 
< are; ſo ſeparated ag that nathing can be tranſ- 
, mitted from one to another. With the, people 

« of the putt, by whom the ohpoſite part of the 
ce earth is poſſeſſed, you have no intercourſe; and 
c by how. ſmall a tract do you communicate with 
cc the countries of the north ? The territory which 


& ou inhabit is no more than a ſcanty iſland in- 


<« « cloled by. a ſmall body af water, to which yo 
cc give the name of the great ſea and the Atlan. 
5: otick. ocean. And even in this known and fre- 
« quented continent, what hope can you enter- 


“ tain, that your renown will paſs the ſtream of 


Ganges, or the cliffs of Caucaſus? or by whom 

« will your name be uttered in the extremities: of 

the north ar ſouth, towards the riſing or the ſet- 
e ting fun? So narrow is the ſpace to. which you 

6 fame can be propagated, and even there þ ho 2 

« will it remain?” 1 


Ile then proceeds to aſſign Aut ca es why 


fame is not only narrow in its extent, * 8 a hs, 


duration ; 3. he obſerves the. difference, between the 


5 computation of time in earth and heaven, and de- . 


clares, that 2 21757 to 427 cc f 
no human - the ja laſt a ſingle year-. 917997 1125 
ach ar objeQtions by which Tah bas made 
ew of diſcouraging the purſuit of fame; objecy 
, tenderneſs 


5 l f 5 darling phantom. Homer, when the 


a 


th fe. made th ts Toth of, Fords 


ti 


of 
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60 bited parts are neither, numerous nor wide; 
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honour. and therefore brought down againſt im 
the patron god of Troy, and left to Hector only the 
mean taſk. of giving the laſt blow to an enemy 
whom a divine band had diſabled from reſiſtance. 


Thus Tully ennobles fame, which he profeſſes to 


degrade, by oppoſing it to celeſtial happineſs; 
he confines not its extent but by the boundaries 
of nature, nor contracts its duration but by repre- 
ſenting it ſmall in the eſtimation of ſuperior beings. 
He ſtill admits it the higheſt and. nobleſt of terreſ- 
trial objects, and alleges little more againſt it, than 
that it is. neither without end, nor without limits. 

What might be the effect of theſe obſervations 
conveyed i in Ciceronian eloquence to Roman under- 
ſtandings, cannot be determined; but few-of thoſe 
who ſhall .in the preſent age read my humble ver- 
ſion will find themſelves much depreſſed in their 


hopes, or retarded i in their defigns ; for I am not 


inclined to believe, that they who among us paſs 
their lives in he i cultivation of knowledge, or ac- 


quiſition of power, have very anxiouſly enquired 


what opinions prevail on the further banks of the 
Ganges, or invigorated any effort by the deſire of 
ſpreading their renown among the clans of Cauca- 
Jus. The hopes and fears of modern minds are 
content to range in a narrower compaſs; a ſingle 
nation, and a few years, have generally ſufficient 
amplitude to fill our. imaginations. 

A little conſideration will indeed teach us, that 
fake has other limits than .mountains and oceans; 
and that he who places happineſs in the frequent: 
repetition, of his name, may ſpend his life in pro- 
Pau it, without any danger- of weeping for 


Wels, or c necerity, of paſſing the net | 
E 3 ".. Jha 
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„ be numbers to whom any real and perceptible | 
good or evil can be derived by the greateſt po | 
or moſt active diligence, are inconfiderable”) $6 
where neither benefit nor miſchief operate, the 
only motive to the mention' or_remembrance of 
others is curiofity ; a paſſion, which, though in J 
ſome degree univerſally affociated to reaſon, is 
eaſily confined, overborn, or | diverted from any 

e particular object. f 

Among the lower claſſes of mankind; there wil 
de found very little deſire of any other 1 1 15 


1% _ + * 


hey with wonder a a to walk out ly 
that they may walk back ; and enquire. why an 
man ſhould ee, for nothing : ſo thoſe who! 
condition has always reſtrained them to the con- 
templation of their own neceſſities,” and who have 
been accuſtomed to look forward only to a ſmall 
diſtance, will ſcarcely underſtand, why nights and 
days ſhould be ſpent in ſtudies, which end in 
new ſtudies, and which, according to Malberbe's 
obſervation, do not tend to leſſen the price of 
bread; nor will the trader or manufacturer eaſily 
be ned, that much pleaſure can ariſe from 
the mere knowledge of actions, performed in 
remote regions, or. in diſtant times; or that any 
thing can deſerve their enquiry, of which v. 
of . 9d T1 Ten, We can only hear the report, 
but which cannot e our lives by any con- 
ſequences. 1270 
The truth is, that very few. have leiſure from 
indiſpenſable buſineſs, to employ their Bech 
* narrative or characters and among 
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whom fortune: has given the liberty of living more 
by their. own. choice; many create to [themſelves 
engagements, by the indulgence of ſome petty =_— 
ambition, the admiſſion of ſome inſatiable deſire, or 
the toleration of ſome predominant paſſion. | The 8 
man whoſe whole wiſh is to accumulate money, _ 3 
has no other care than to collect intereſt, to elk. = 
mate ſecurities, and to engage for mortgages : the 1 
lover diſdains to turn his ear to any other name 
than that of Corinna ; and the courtier thinks the 
hour loſt, which is not ſpent in promoting his 
intereſt, and facilitating . his advancement. The 
adventures of valour, and the diſcoveries of ſcience, 
will find a cold reception, when they are obtruded 
upon an, attention thus buſy with its favourite | 
amuſement, and een eee * 1 
turbance. 

But not only ſuch employments as ſeduce atten- 
tion by appearances of dignity, or promiſes of hap- 
pineſs, may reſtrain the mind from excurſion and 
enquiry; curioſity may be equally, deſtroyed. by 
leſs farmidable enemies; it may be diſſipated in 
trifles,, or congealed by indolence. The ſportſman 
and the man of creis have their heads filled with 
a fox ora horſe- race, a feather or a ball; and live 
in ignorance of every thing beſide, with as much 
content as he that heaps up gold, or ſolicits prefer- 
ment, digs the field, or beats the anvil; and ſome 
yet lower in the ranks. of intellect, dream out their 
days without pleaſure or buſineſs, without joy or 
| forrow, nor ever rouſe from their lethargy to r 
or thinx. 

Even of thoſe who: have: dedicated. them ves 
to knowledge, the far greater part have confined 
Geir curiolity to a few objects, and have very little 


E 4 inclination 
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_ inclination to promote any fame, but that which 
their own ſtudies entitle” them to partake. The 
naturaliſt has no deſire to know the opinions or 
conjectures of the philologer: the botaniſt looks 
upon the aſtronomer as a being unworthy of his 
regard: the lawyer ſcarcely hears the name of 
a phyſician without contempt; and he that is grow- 
ing great and happy by electrifying a bottle, won- 
ders how the world can be engaged by trifling | 


prattle about war or peace. 
If, therefore, he that imagines - „ ek filled 


with his actions and praiſes, ſhall ſubduct from 

the number of his encomiaſts, all thoſe who ate 
placed below. the flight of fame, and who hear in 
the vallies of life no voice but that of neceſſity; all 


-thoſe. who imagine themſelves too important to 
regard him, and conſider the mention of his name : 
as an uſurpation of their time; all who are too 4 
much, or too little pleaſed with- themſelves, to t 
| attend to any thing external ; all who are attracted n 
by pleaſure, or chainedidawn by pain, 'to unvaried fl 
ideas; all who are withheld from attending his 2 
triumph by different purſuits ; and all who flum- fo 
ber in univerſal negligence; be will find his re- th 
nown ſtraitened by nearer bounds than the rocks w 
of Caucaſus, and perceive that no man can be th 
venerable or formidable, but to a mall part: of his 5 thi 
| fellow-creatures. 8 fm 
That we may not languif 3 in our! chives the 

| after excellence, it is neceſlary, that, as Africanus | 
- counſels: his deſcendant, © we raife our eyes to be 
higher proſpects, and contemplate our future not 
c and eternal ſtate, without giving up our hearts anc 
' © to the praiſe of crowds, or fixing our hopes en Ne: 


* ſuch rewards as kuman power can beſtow.” + 
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Faults lay« on _ fide the Trojan tow'rs. 'ELygIN STONs | 
te 7 the RAMBLER. 9 
8 18 - ä 8 | 


S, noivithſlanding all that wit, or all or 
A? pride, or prudence, will be able to ſuggeſts. 
men and women muſt at laft paſs their lives to- 
gether, I have never therefore thought thoſe writers 
friends to human happineſs, who endeavour to ex- 
cite in either ſex a general contempt. or ſuſpicion 
of the other. To perſuade them who are enter- 
ing the world, and looking: abroad for a ſuitable 
aſlociate, that all are equally: vicious, or equally- 
ridiculous ; that they who truſt are certainly be- 

trayed, and they who. efteem are always diſap- 
pointed; is not to awaken judgment, but to in- 
flame temerity. Without hope there can be no 
caution. Thoſe who are convinced, that no rea- 
ſon for preference can be found, will never haraſs 
their thoughts with doubt and deliberation; ; they 
will reſolve, ſince they are doomed to miſery, 
that no needleſs anxiety ſhall diſturb their quiet; 
they will plunge at hazard into the erowd, and 
—_— the firft hand that: ſhall be held toward 

. 

That the world is overrun with vice, canes 
be denied ; but vice, however predominant, has 
not yet gained an unlimited dominion. Simple | 
and Ee ave a is not in our power, but 
we may generally eſcape a greater evil by ſuffer- 
ing a leſs; and t _— thoſe who undertake to 


E 5 - initiate 
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initiate the young and ignorant in the knowledge 

of life, ſhould be careful te inculcate the poſibility 
of virtue and happineſs, and to el endea- 
vours by proſpects of ſuccels. 

You, perhaps, do noe fGalpet, Shes theſrrare the 
Entiments of one who has been ſubject for many 
years to all the hardſhips of antiquated virginity; 
has been long accuſtomed to the coldneſs of 
neglect, and the petulance of inſult; has been 
mortified in full aſſemblies by enquiries after for- 
gotten faſhions, games long diſuſed, and wits and 
beauties of ancient, renown ; has been invited, 
with malicious importunity, to the, ſeeond wed- 
ding of many acquaintances z has been ridiculed by 

two generations of coquets in whiſpers intended 
to be heard; and been long conſidered by the 
airy and gay, as too venerable for famillarity, 
and too wile for pleaſure, It is indeed natural 
for injury to provoke anger, and by continual 
repetition to produce an habitual aſperity; yet 1 
have hitherto ſtruggled. with fo much vigilance: 
againſt my pride, and my reſentment, that I have 
preſerved my temper uncorrupted, I have not yet 
made it any part of my employment to collect 
ſentences againſt marriage; nor am inclined to 
leſſen the number of the few. friends whom time 
has left me, by obſtructing that happineſs which 
1 cannot partake, and venting. my vexation in 
cenſures of the forwardneſs and indifcretion of 
girls, or the inconſtancy, taſteleſsnels, and perfidy 
of men. 

It is, indeed, not very difficult to bear that con- 
dition to which we are not condemned by ne- 
ceflity, but induced by obſervation. and choice; 
W, e 1, Fe have never vet felt IH 


s I 
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the appellation of old maid, fwells ſome of 
thoſe hearts in which it is infixed. I was not 
condemned in. my youth ts ſolitude, either by 
indigence or deformity, nor © paſſed” the earlier 
part of liſe without the flattery of courtſhip, and 
2 joys of triumph. I have danced the round 
of gaiety amidſt the murmurs of envy, and gra- 


tulations of applauſe; been attended from plea- 


fure to pleaſure by dhe great, the ſprightly, and 
the vain; and ſeen my regard ſolicited by the 


obſequĩouſneſs of gallantry, the gaiety of wit, 


and the timidity of love. If, therefore, I am 
yet a ſtranger to nuptial happineſs,” I ſuffer only 
the conſequences of my own reſolves, and can 


look back upon the ſucceſſion of lovers, whoſe 


c 


out malice. 


Wes my name firſt begurts-be inferibed-upen 


glaſſes, 1 was honoured wich the 'amorous pro- 


feffions of the gay - Yenu/tulus,” a gentleman, who, 


being the only fon of a wealthy family, had been 


educated: in all the wantonneſs of 'expence; and 
ſoftneſs of efteminacy. He was beautiful in his 


| perſon, and eaſy in bis addreſs; and, -therefors 


gained upon my eye at an age when the 
light is very little over-ruled by the underſtand- 
ing. He had not any power in himſelf of glad- 
dening or amuſing; but ſupplied his want of 
converſation by treats and diverſions; and his 
chief art of courtſhip was to fill the mind of his 
miſtreſs with. parties, rambles, muſicx, and ſhews. 
We were often engaged in ſhort excurſions to 
gardens and ſeats, and I was for a while pleaſed 


with the care which rar diſcovered in ſe- 


curing 
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curing me from any appearance. of danger, or 
poſſibility of miſchance. He never failed 


7 ² ͤ—¹ en ne rn EE OOO 
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to re- 
commend caution to his coachman,. or to pfomiſe 
the waterman a. rewand if he landed us fafſe; and 
always contrived to return by day-light for fear: 


of robbers. . This extraordinary ſolicitude was 


repreſented fox a time as the effect of his tenderneſs: 
for me; but fear is too ſtrong for continued hypo- 
crify. 1 ſoon diſcovered,. that Venuſtulus had the 


cowardice as welt as elegance of a female. His 


imagination was perpetually I. with: terrors, 
and he could ſcarcely refrain from ee and out- 
cries at any accidental ſurpriſe. He durſt not enter 
a room if a rat was heard behind the wainſcaty. nor 


. croſs x field Where the cattle were friſking. in the 


ſunſhine ; the leaſt: breeze that. waved upon the 
river} was a ftorm, and every clamour in the 
ſtreet was a cry of fire. I have ſeen him loſe 
W eden e my; anne). had broke bis n; 


and. was forced to throw water in his face on 
the ſudden entranee of a black cat. Compaſſion 
once 2 me to drive away with my fan, a 


beetle that kept him in diſtreſs, and chide off a dog 


that yelped at his heels, to which he would gladly. 


have given. up me to. facilitate his own eſcape. 


not think me culpable in refuſing a wretch, who 


would haue burdened life with — fears, 


and flown to me for that ſuecour which it was his 


duty to have given. | 
My next lover was. Fungoſa,. the ſon.of aſtock- 


jobber, whoſe viſits my friends, by the importu- 


nity of perſuaſion, prevailed upon me to allow; 
Fungeſa * — for 


——ü—ä—4w — — _— 


Women naturally expect. defence and protection 
' from a lover or a huſband, and therefore you will 


1 Ks. Mat. 3 * 
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SI 
having been bred in a eounting-houſs; he ſpoke: '2 
language unintelligible in any other place. He had 


| no deſire of any reputation, but that of an acute- 


prognoſticator of the changes in the funds; -nor had 
any means of raiſing merriment, but by telling how. 
fomebody was overreached in a bargain by nis fatlieri 
He was, however, a youth of great ſobriety and 
prudence, and frequentiy informed us how carefully 
he would improve my fortune. I was not in haſte 
to conelude the match, but was ſ6'much-awed by 
my parents, thatT durſt not difmiſs-him;-and might 
perhaps have been dbomed for ever to tiſe groſſneſs 
of pedlary; and che jargon” of uſury, had. not a 
fraud been diſcovered" in! the ſettlement, which /ſet- 
me free from the perſscution on of groveling pride, "and. 
pecuniary 'irpudence;.': © * 

J was afterwards ſux anal witl. out any . 


ceular notice; but at laſt became the idol of the 


glittering- Flaſculus, who ' preſcribed te mode of 
embroidery to all the fops of his time, and varied 
at pleaſure thè cock. of every hat, and the ſleeve 
of every coat, that appeared in faſhionable afſem< 
blies. Floſculus' made ſome im preſſion upon my 
heart by a compliment which few ladies can hear 
without emotion; he commended my ſkill in 


dreſs, my judgment in ſuiting colours, and my 


art in diſpoſing ornaments. 'But Floſcu/us was too 
much engaged by his own elegance, to be ſuſfi- 
ciently attentive to the duties of à lover, or to 
pleaſe with varied praiſe an ear made delicate by 
riot of adulation. He expected to be repaid part 
of his tribute, and ſtaid away three days, becauſe 
E neglected to take notice of a new coat; F 
quickly found, that Floſculus was rather a rival 
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e av ng and that we ſhould probably 
8 live in a perpetual ſtruggle of. emulous finery, Ny 
: ſpend our lives in. ſtrakagems to be firſt in the 
- Shadfrconiny e ee e e of carat. 
ing the eyes of Dentatus, one of thoſe, human 
beings whoſe- only happineſs is to dine. Dentatus 
regaled me with foreign varieties, told me of mea- 
ſures mat he hed: laid fert procuring. the belt cool 
in Frauce, and entertained me with bills of 
bore, preſcribed the arrangement of diſhes, and 
taught me two. ſauces invented by bimfelf, At 
length, ſuch is the uncertainty. of human hap- 
pineſs, I declared my opinion too haſtily: upon 
a- pie made under his on direction; after which 
he grew ſo cold and negligent, that he was eaſily 
diſmiſled. - 
Many other lovers, or pretended lovers, I have 
had the honour to lead a while in triumph. But 
two of them I drove from me, by diſcovering. that 
they had no taſte. or knowledge in muſick; three I 
diſmiſſed, -becauſe they: were drunkards ; two, be- 

, Cauſe they paid their addreſſes at the fame time to 
- _ ether ladies; and ſux, becauſe they attempted to 
influence my- choice, by bribing my maid. . Two | 

more I diſcarded at the ſecond viſit, for obſcene 

' alluſions ;' and. five for drollery on religion. In 
_ the latter part of my reign, I ſentenced two to 

perpetual exile, for offering me ſettlements, by 

which the children of a former marriage would 
bave been injured; four, for repeſegting falſely 
the value of their eftates ; three for concealing their 
debts ; and aar, for ring ü. rent 40 pe 
ann | | 
ein I have 
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I have now ſent you a narrative, which the la- 
dies may o to the tale of Hymenæus. I mean 


not to depreciate the ſex which has produced 


poets and philoſophers, heroes and mantyrs.; but 


will not ſuffer the riſing. generation of beauties to 
be dejected by partial ſatire; or to imagine, that 
thoſe who cenſured them have not likewiſe their 
ollies, and their vices. I do not yet believe 
happineſs unattainable in marriage, though I 


have never yet been able to find a man, with 
whom I could prudently venture an infeparable 
union. It is neceffary to expoſe fauks, that their 
deformity may be ſeen ; but the reproach ought 
not to be extended beyond the crime, nor either 
ſex to be condemned, e e eee 
men, axe indelicate, « or diſhoneſt. 
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True virtue can the hl unteach 1. e 
Their falſe miſtaken forms of ipeechs + 
Virtue to crowds. a foe profeſt, 
$4 Diſdains to number with the bleſt. f 
1700 | (Phraates, by his llayes ador ch ri tier) 
Ad to the Parthjan cron mera. „ Yor ANCI CI 
_ the "reign of "Ferlghiz Cn, aue of 
the eaſt, in the city of Samarcund, lived Mu- 
n the merchant, renowned throughout all the 
regions of HPrdia for the extent of his commerce, 


and the integrity of his dealings. His warehouſes 


were filled with all the commodities of the re- 


moteſt nations; every rarity of nature, every 
curioſity. of art, whatever was valuable, what- 
ever was uſeful, haſted to his hand. The ſtreets 


| were crowded with his carriages ; the ſea was co- 


vered with his ſhips ; the ſtreams of Oxus were 


wearied with conveyance, and every. breeze of the 


ſky wafted wealth to Nouradim.. 
At length Nouradin felt himſelf ſeized with a 
flow malady, which he firſt endeavoured to divert. 


by application, and afterwards to relieve by lux- 
ury- and indulgence ; but finding his ſtrength. 


every day leſs, he was at laſt terrified, and called 
for help upon the ſages of phyſick ; they filled 
his apartments with alexipharmicks, reſtora- 
tives, and eſſential virtues; the pearls of the 
| Ocean 
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ocean were diſſolved, the ſpices of Arabia were 


diſtilled, and all the powers of nature were em- 


ployed to give new ſpirits to his nerves, and new 
balſam to his blood. Nouradin was for ſome time 
amuſed with promiſes, invigorated with cordials, 
or ſoothed with anodynes; but the. diſeaſe preyed 
upon his vitals, and he ſoon diſcovered with indig- 
nation, that health was not to be bought. He 
was confined to his chamber, deſerted by his phy- 
ſicians, and rarely viſited by his friends; but his 
unwillingneſs to die flattered him long with A N 8 
.of H 1:i57 
Alt length, having pal the Abr ib lions 
Janguor, he called to him Amamoulin, his only 
ſon; and diſmifling his attendants, My ſon,” 
| lays be e behold here the wenkmh and fragi- 
n of man; look backward a few days, thy 
8 father was great and happy, freſh as the ver- 
“ nal roſe, and ſtrong as the eedar of the moun- 
© tainz the nations of Aſa drank his dews, 
and art and commerce delighted in his ſhade. 
Malevolence beheld me, and ſighed: His 
“root, ſhe cried, is fixed in the depths; it is 
% watered by the fountains of Oxus; it ſends out 
e branches afar, and bids defiance to the blaſt ; 
wn prudence reclines againſt his trunk, and pro- 
ſperity dances on his top. Now, Almamoulin, 
book upon me withering and proſtrate ;- look 
“ upon me and attend. I have trafficked, I have 

« proſpered, I have rioted in gain; my houle is. 
2 ſplendid, my ſervants are numerous; yet I dif 
played only a ſmall part of my riches; the 

* reſt, which I was hindered from enjoying by 
4 the "fear of raiſing envy, or tempting rapacity, 


1, have piled in towers, T have buried in ca- 
verns, — 
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©. verns, _ 1 have hidden in fecret repoſitories, | ; 
+ which this ſcroll will diſcover. My, purpoſe 4 
| was, after ten months more ſpent in com- EY 
« merce, to have withdrawn. my wealth to a 3 
-< ſafer country; to have given ſeven years to de- 
* flight and feſtivity, and the remaining part of 0 
_ -< my days to ſolitude and repentance; but the J 
* hand of death is upon me; a frigorifick torpor 4 
* encroaches upon my veins; I am no leaving f 
« the produce of my- toil, which it muſt be thy . 
4 buſineſs to enjoy with wiſdom,” The thought 4 
of leaving his wealth filled Nouradin with ſuch grief, 8 
that he fell into conrulfing, became eee and 3 
| Expired. | | x 
-—  _ - Mmamoulin, 4 * Kis . Was Auen # 
a while with honeſt ſorrow, and fat two hours in P 
profound meditation, without peruſing the paper 1 
Wich be held in dis band His! then revived w 1 
his own chamber, as overborh witk affliction, BH 
and there read the inventory of his new poſſeſ- „ 
fions, which ſwelled his heart with fuch tranf- Wl 7 
ports, that he no longer lamented his father's. 
death. He was now ſufficiently compaſed to = 
. order a funeral of modeſt magnificence, ſuitable at 5 
once to the rank of NMouradin's profeſſion, and the V 
reputation of his wealth. The two next nights " 
he ſpent in viſiting the tower and the caverns, and 45 
found the treaſures greater to his eye than to his = 
imagination. = 
Almamoulin had been bred to the praſtice of 2 
| exact frugality, and had often looked with envy pr 
on the finery and expences'of other young men: a 
be therefore believed; that happineſs was now in. 5 
his power, ſince he could obtain all of which he hid 


18 hitherto: been accuſtomed to regret the _ 
| 5 
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He, . uk to .give.,a looſe to his defires, to 
| we in opment d feel pain or weeks op 


He immediately . 2 Blended equipages 
dreſſed his fervants in rich embroidery, and c 
vered his horſes with golden capariſons. He 
ſhowered down filver on the populace, and ſuf- 


| fered their acchmations to ſwell kim with inſo- 
lence. , The nobles ſaw bim with anger, the 121 | 
moo of the tate combined againſt him, the lead- 
ers of  anqaies 
moulin was informed of his dangers. he put on the 
robe of mourning in the 


threatened his deſtruction. "IS. 


of. his enemies, 
and appeaſed them with gold, and gems, and ſop- 


plication. 


He then ſought to fixengthen' himſelf, by an 


alace- with the princes of Tortary, and os 


the price of kingdoms for a wife of noble births 
His ſuit was generally. rejected, and his preſents 


refuſed; but a. princeſs of 4ſfracan once.conds- 


ſcended to admit him to her preſence. She re- 
ceived. him ſitting on a throne, attired in the robe 
of royalty, and ſhining with the jewels of Golconda; 
command ſparkled in her eyes, and dignity, towered 


on her forehead... Aunamoulin approached a 


trembled. She ſaw: his confuſion, and diſdained 


him : How, fays ſhe, dares the wretch hope my 


obedience, who thus ſhrinks at my glance? Re- 


tire, and enjoy thy riches in ſordid oſtentation; 


thou waſt bern to be wealthy, but never n 
great. „„ a 

He then d his deſires to- more private 
and domeſtick pleaſures. He built palaces, ; he 
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he tranſplanted foreſts, he levelled lbs opened 
proſpects into diſtant regions, poured fountains from 


the tops of turrets, and rolled rivers through new | 


channels. Ather 1 
Iheſe andiGroents vicaſed ar for a time; 
but languor and wearineſs ſoon invaded him. His 
Bowers loſt their fragrance, and the waters mur- 
mured without notice. He purchaſed large tracts 


of land in diſtant provinces, adorned them with 


houſes of pleaſure, and diverſified them with accom 
modations for different ſeaſons. Change of place 
at firſt relieved his ſatiety, but all the novelties of 
tuation were ſoon exhauſted; he found his heart 


vacant, and his deſires, for want of external Wen, 


5 e himſelf, 

He therefore returned to Wee ee and ſet 
open his doors to thoſe whom idleneſs ſends out 
in ſearch of pleaſure. His tables were always 
covered with delicacies; wines ef every vintage 
fparkled in his bowls, and his lamps ſcattered per- 
fumes. The ſound of the Jute, and the voice of the 
finger, chaſed away ſadneſs; every hour was 
erowded with a ig and the day ended and 
began with feaſts' and dances, and revelry and mer- 
riment. Amumoulin cried. out, J have at laſt 
85 * found. the uſe of riches; I am ſurrouided by 
companions, who view my greatneſs without 
4 envy; and I enjoy at once the raptures of po- 
<. pularity, and the ſafety of an obſcure ſtation. 
What trouble can he feel, whom all are ſtudious 
4 to pleaſe, that they may be repaid with pleaſure? 
What danger can he dread, to 9 7 4 man 

« jg a friend? 
8 Suck were the thoughts of Hobi; bs he 


ce down from a gallery upon the gay x 
bly 
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* bly; regaling at his expence;cbut'in the midſt of this 


ſoliloquy, an officer of Juſtice entered: the houſe,” 
and, in the form of legal citation; ſummoned . 


namoulin to appear before the emperor. The gueſts 


ſtood awhile aghaſt, then ſtole imperceptibly away; 


and he was led off without a fingle voice to, witneſs 


his integrity. He now found one of his moſt fre 
quent viſitants accuſing him of treaſon, in hopes of 


ſharing his confiſcation; yet, unpatronized and 


unſupported, he cleared himſelf. by the openneſs of 


innocence, and the conſiſtence of trutk; he Was 


diſmiſſed Wan. ref and bis ga periſhed in 
priſon. 3 14269 by 

ater ns now. a with Sears. little An 
fon he had) hoped for juſtice or fidelity from thoſe 
who live only to gratify their ſenſes; and, being 
now weary with vain experiments upon life and 
fruitleſs reſearches after felicity, he had recourſe 
to a ſage, who, after ſpending his youth in travel 
and obſervation, bad retired from all human 
cares, to a ſmall habitation on the banks of Oxus, 
where he converſed only with ſuch as ſolicited his 
counſel. Brother,” ſaid the philoſopher, © thou 


e haſt ſuffeted thy reaſon ts be deluded by idle 


hopes, and fallacious appearances. Having 
Jong looked with deſire upon riches, thou hadſt 
taught thyſelf to think them more. valuable 


| © than nature deſigned them, and to expect 


© from chem, whit 'experience has now taught 
* thee, that they cannot give. That they do 


© not confer wiſdom, thou mayeſt. be convinced, 
* by conſidering at how: dear a price they tempted . 
*.thee, upon thy firft--entrance into the world, 
ſound of vulgar acela- 
© mati6ih, © That . cannot beſtow fortitude 


to purchaſe the empty 
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<< r Mmagnanimity, that ee SSOP i; 
ho ſtood/trembling at 4/raren, before a being WM in 
not naturally ſuperior to himſelf. That they er 
vill not ſupply unexhauſted pleafure, the re- res 
e and neglected * 

* gardens, will eafily inform thee. That they aut 


& rartly purchaſe friends, thou didſt ſoon diſcover, 3 
Aeg ou were ler 65 tand thy trial uiicoun- | WT 
< tenancod and alone. Vet think not riches uſe- anc 
< leſs; there are purpoſes, to which a wiſe man ah 
os Progeg” re Armagh rag may, by atte 

< 2 rational diſtribution to thoſe. who want them, mel 
« eaſe the pains of helples diſeaſe, ſtill the throbs 1} 


< of reſtleſs anxiety, relieve innocence from op- met 
< preſſion, and raiſe - imbecility to cheerfulneſs don 
cc and vigour. | This they will enable thee to ap 
c perform, and this will afford the only happineſs coo! 


Ka) 


<«" ordained ſor our preſent ſtate, the confidence ſtra 
© of divine farour, and the hope of future w. ſion! 
to f 

| and 

Nun. 121. | Topopar, May 14, 175 1. I'm 

| |  livel 
0 imitatores, A—— . Hox. That 
. ye imitators, n — Errnmeren. of fo 
yet,; 


Have been informed by a letter, from one of cenli 
| Grogan Tg wieder 

whom the next ſwarm of reaſoners is to learn phi - 
loſophy, and the next flight of beauties to hear | 
elegies and ſonnets, there are many, who, inſtead 
of endeavouring by books and meditation to form to be 
their. own opinions, content themſelves = are n 

con 
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ſecondary; knowledge, - which- a convenient bench 
in 3 coffee-houſe can. ſupply ; and, without any 
examination or diſtinction, adopt the criticiſms and 
remarks, which, happen to drop from thoſe, who: 


have riſen, by merit or fortune to reputation and 


authority. 

Theſe humble retailers. of imoniedge. wy. gots. 
reſpondent. ſtigmatizes with the name of Echoes; 
and ſeems deſirous that they ſhould be made 
aſhamed of lazy ſubmiſſion, and animated to 
attempts after new ee and original ſenti- 
ments. 


It is very 3 young men to de ben 


ment, acrimonious, and ſevere. For, as they ſel- 


dom comprehend at once all the. conſequences of 
a poſition, or perceive the difficulties by which | 


cooler and more experienced reaſohers are re- 


ſtrained from confidence, they form their conclu- 
ſons with great precipitance. Seeing nothing that 
can darken or embarraſs the queſtion, they expect 
to find their own opinion univerially © prevalent, 
and are inclined to impute uncertainty and heſita- 
tion to want of honeſty, rather than of knowledge. 
I may perhaps, therefore, be reproached by 


my . 
lively correſpondent, when it ſhall be found, that 


[ have no inclination to perſecute - theſe collectors 
of fortuitous knowledge with the ſeyerity required; 


yet, as I am now too 010 to be much pained by bay 


cenſure, I ſhall not be afraid of taking into protection 
thoſe whom I think condemned without a ſufficient 
knowledge of their cauſe. 


He that adopts the ſentiments of another, whom. 
he has reaſon A. than himſelf, is only 
to be blamed; when he claims the honours which , 
= DER Itty the author, and endeavours to 


deceive 


4 
4 
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deceive the world into praiſe and veneration; for, 
to learn, is the proper buſineſs of youth; and 
whether we increaſe our knowledge by books or 

by converſation, we are __— indebted deen 
aſſiſtan ee. eee le ee 

The e part of ſtudents are not born with: 

| ' conſtruct ſyſtems, ''or advance — 

ledge; nor can have any hope beyond that of 
becoming intelligent hearers in the ſchools of art, 

cf being able to comprehend what others Niſeover, 

and to remember what others teach. Even thoſe 

to whom Providence hath allotted greater ſtrength 2 


of derer expect only to improve a 2 


ſingle/ ſcience. every other: part of learning, | 
they muſt: be content to follow opinions, which q 
they are not able to examine; und, even in that t 
which they claim as peculiarly their own, can 4 
ſeldom add more than ſome ſmall / particle of f 
knowledge, to the hereditary ' ſtock devolbed to th 
them from ancient Aw” -the collective labour of w 

a thouſand intellects. 1. 20, £5303 ir in 


In ſcience, which, being fixed and Tmited, VE 


mits of no other variety than ſuch as ariſes from po 
new methods of diſtribution, or new arts of illuſ- wi 
tration, the neceflity of following the traces of our tra 
predeceffors is indiſputably eyident; but there Ih, 
appears no reaſon, why 1 M nog ſhould be jud 
ſubzect to the fame reſtraint. It might be con- 3 
_ ctived, that of thoſe, who profeſs to orfake the ſuf 
narrow patlis of truth every one debiate to- inſe; 
wards a different point, ſince though rectitude is ſpler 


uniform ànd fixed, obliquity -may be infinitely 
diverſified: The roads: of "ſcience are Harrow, ſo 
that they who travel them,” muſt either follow 


of met one another; but in the boundleß re- 
91 220 | gions 


/ 
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gions of poſſibility, which fiction claims for her 
dominion, there are ſurely a thouſand receſſes un- 
explored, a thouſand flowers unplucked, a thouſand 
fountains unexhauſted, combinations of imagery yet 
unobſerved, and races of ideal inhabitants not hither 
to deſcribed. ; | | . 
Vet, whatever hope may perſuade, or reaſon 
evince, experience can boaſt of very few additions 
to ancient fable. The wars of Troy, and the tra- 
vels of Ulyſſes, have furniſhed almoſt all ſucceeding 
poets with incidents, characters, and - ſentiments. 


The Romans are confeſſed to have attempted little 
more than to diſplay in their own tongue the in- 


ventions of the Greefs, There is, in all their 
writings, ſuch a perpetual recurrence of alluſions 
to the tales of the fabulous age, that they muſt be 
confeſſed often to want that power of giving plea- 
ſure which novelty ſupplies; nor can we wonder 
that they excelled fo much in the graces of diction, 
when we conſider how rarely they were employed 
in ſearch of new thoughts. . 


The warmeſt - admirers of the great Mantuan 
poet can extol him for little more than the ſkill 


with which he has, by making his hero both a 


traveller and a warrior, united the beauties of the 
Iliad and the Odyſſey in one compoſition : yet his 
judgment was perhaps ſometimes overborn by his 
avarice of the Homeric treaſures; and, for fear of 
ſuffering a ſparkling ornament to be loſt, he has 
inſerted it where it cannot ſhine with its original 
ſplendor. WE 


When Les viſited the infernal regions, he 
found, among the heroes that periſhed at Troy, his 


competitor Aar, who, when the arms of Achilles 


were adjudged to LH, died by his own hand in 
Vol. III. F — 


98 THE RAM BLER. N21. 


te madneſs of diſappointment. He ſtill appeared 
to reſent, as on earth, his loſs and diſgrace. Ulyſſes 
.endeavoured to e him with praiſes and fub- 
miſſion; but Fax walked away without reply. This 
paſſage has always been conſidered as eminently 
beautiful ; becauſe 4jax, the haughty chief, the un- 
lettered ſoldier, of unſhaken courage, of immove- 
able conſtancy, but without the power of recom- 
mending his own virtues by eloquence, or enforcing 
his aſtertions by any other argument than the 
ſword, had no way of making his anger known, 
but by gloomy ſullenneſs and dumb ferocity. His 
hatred of a man whom he conceived to have de- 
feated him only by volubility of tongue, was there- 
fore naturally ſhewn by ſilence more contemptuous 
and piercing than any words that ſo rude an orator 
could have found, and by which he gave his enemy 
no opportunity of exerting the only power in which 
he was ſuperior. 
When Aneas is ſent by Virgil to the ſhatles, he 
meets Dido the queen of Carthage, whom his per- 
fidy had hurried to the grave; he: accbſts her with 
—ů and .excuſes ; but the lady turns away 
like Ajax in mute diſdain. She turns away like Har; 
but ſhe - reſembles him in none of thoſe qualities 
which gave either dignity-or propriety to ſilence. 
She might, without any departure from the tenour 
of her conduct, have burſt out. like other injured 
-women into clamour, reproach, and denunciation ; 
but Virigil had his imagination full of Ajax, and 
therefore could not. prevail on himſelf to teach Dido 
any other mode of reſentment. 
If Virgil could be thus ſeduced by imitation, 
there will ber little hope, that common wits ſhould 


elcape. and en we nnd, that beſides the 
1 univerſa 


ith 
ay 


ies 


red 


n; 
Di 
ion, 


2uld 
the 


N 1. THE RAMBLER. 99 


univerſal and acknowledged practice of copying the 
ancients, there has prevailed in every age a parti- 
cular ſpecies of fiction. At one time all truth was 
conveyed in allegory ; at another, nothing was ſeen 
but in a viſion; at one period all the poets. followed 
ſheep, and every event produced a paſtoral; at 
another they buſied themſelves wholly in giving di- 
rections to a painter, | 

It is indeed eaſy to conceive why any faſhion 
ſhould become popular, by which idleneſs is 
favoured, and imbecility aſſiſted; but ſurely no 
man of genius can much applaud himſelf for re- 
peating a tale with which the audience is already 
tired, and which could bring no honour to any 
but its inventor. 5 : ms - 
There are, I think, two ſchemes of writing, 
on which the laborious wits of the preſent time 
.employ their faculties. One is the adaptation of 
ſenſe to all the rhymes which our language can 
ſupply to ſome word, that makes the burden of 
the ſtanza; but this, as it has been only uſed in 


a kind of amorous burleſque, can ſcarcely be cen- 


ſured with much acrimony. The other is the imi- 
tation of Spenſer, which, by the influence of ſome 
men of learning and genius, ſeems likely to gain 
upon the age, and therefore deſerves to be more at- 
tentively conſidered. ws 

— To jmitate the fictions and ſentiments of Senſer 
can ĩneur, no reproach, for allegory is perhaps one 


of the moſt pleaſing vehicles of inſtruction. But 


I am very far from extending the fame reſpect to 
his dition or his ſtanza. His ſtyle was in his own 
time allowed to be vicious, fo darkened with old 
words and peculiarities of phraſe, and ſo remote 
krom common uſe, that Johnſon boldly pronounces 


Þ Þ him 
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him to have written no language, His ſtanza is at 
once difficult and unpleaſing ; tireſome to the ear 
by its uniformity, and to the attention - by its 
length. It was at firſt formed in imitation of the 
Italian poets, without due regard to the genius of 
our language. The /talians have little variety of 
termination; and were forced to contrive ſuch 2 
ſtanza as might admit the greateſt number of 
ſimilar rhymes; but our words end with ſo much 
diverſity, that it is ſeldom convenient for us to 
bring more than two of the ſame ſound together. 
If it be juſtly obſerved by Milton, that rhyme obliges 
poets to expreſs their thoughts in improper terms, 
theſe improprieties muſt always be multiplied, as 
the difficulty of rhyme is increaſed by long con- 
catenations. 5 | | 1 a 
Ihe imitators of Spenſer are indeed not very 
rigid cenſors.of themſelves, for they ſeem to con- 
- Clude, that -when they have disfigured .their lines 
with a few. obſolete ſyllables, they have accom- 
pliſhed their deſign, without conſidering that they 
ought not only to admit .old words, but to avoid 
new. The laws of imitation are broken by every 
word introduced ſince the time of Spenſer, as the 
character of Hector is violated by quoting Ariſtotle 
in the play. It would indeed be difficult to exclude 
from a long poem all modern phraſes, though it is 
ealy to ſprinkle it with gleanings of antiquity. Per- 
haps, however, the ſtyle of Spenſer might by long 
labour be juſtly copied; but life is ſurely given us for 
higher purpoſes than to gather what our anceſtors 
have wiſely throw.1 away, and to learn what is of no 
value, but becauſe it has been forgotten. 


— 
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1 Weſcio qua natale ſolum dulcedine cunctos EE 
SS Ducit . | Oviy, 
By ſecret charms our native land attracts. 


OTHING i is more ſubject to miſtake and- 
of diſappointment than anticipated judgment 
concerning the eaſineſs or difficulty of any under- 
taking; whether we form our opinion from the per- 
formance of others, or from abſtracted contem- 
plation of the thing to be attempted. 

Whatever is done ſbilfully appears to be done 
with eaſe; and art, when it is once matured to 
habit, vaniſhes from obſervation. We are there- 
fore more powerfully excited to emulation, by thoſe 
who haus attained the higheſt degree of excellence, 
and vhom we. can therefore with leaſt reaion hope: 
to equal; 

In adjuſting the probability of ficces by a pre- | 
yious conſideration of the undertaking, we are 
_ equally in danger of deceiving ourſelves, It is 
never eaſy, nor often potlible, to compriſe the 
teries of any proceſs with all its circumſtances, 
incidents, and variations, in a ſpeculative ſcheme, 
Experience ſoon ſhews us the tortuoſities of ima- 
ginary rectitude, the complications of ſimplicity, 
and the afperities of ſmoothneſs. Sudden difficulties 
often ſtart up from the ambuſhes of art, ſtop the 
career of activity, repreſs the gaiety of confidence, 
and when we imagine ourſelves almoſt at the end 
of our labours, drive us back to new plans and: 
different meaſures. . | i 

There are many things which we every day * 
others unable to perform, and perhaps have even 

3 ourſelves 
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ourſelves miſcarried in attempting; 'E yet can 
hardly allow to be difficult; nor can we forbear to 
-wonder afreſh at every new failure, or to promiſe 
certainty of ſucceſs to our next eſſay; but when we 
try, the fame. hindrances recur, the ſame inability 
is perceived, and the vexation of diſappointment 
muſt again be ſuffered. . 
Of the various kinds of 8 or writing. 
which ſerve neceſſity, or promote pleaſure, none 
appears ſo artleſs or eaſy as ſimple narration; for 
what ſhould make him that knows the whole 
order and progreſs of an affair unable to relate it? 
Vet we hourly find ſuch as endeayour to entertain 
or inſtruct us by recitals, clouding the facts which 
they intend to ill uſtrate, and loſing themſelves 
and their auditors in wilds and mazes, indigreſſion 
arid confuſion. When we have congratulated 
ourſelves upon a new opportunity. of enquiry, and 
new means of information; it often happens, 
that without deſigning either deceit or conceal-' 


ment, without ignorance of the fact, or unwilling- 
neſs to diſcloſe it, the relator fills the ear with empty 
ſounds, haraſſes the attention with fruitleſs im- 
patience, and diſturbs the imagination by a tumult 


of events, without order of time, or train of con- 
ſequence. , . 

It is natural to 3 upon the ſame e | 
that no writer has a more eaſy taſk than the hiſto- 
rian. The philoſopher has the works of omni- 
ſcience to examine; and is therefore engaged in 
diſquiſitions, to to which finite intellects are utterly 
i unequal. The poet truſts to his invention, and 

is not only in danger of thoſe inconſiſtencies, to 
which every one is expoſed by departu re from 


truth; but may be cenſured as well for . 
. 0 


— 
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of matter, as for irregularity of diſpoſition, or 
impropriety of ornament. But the happy hiſto- 
rian has no other labour than of gathering what 
tradition pours down before him, or records trea- 
ſure: for his uſe. He has only the actions and de- 
ſigns of men like himſelf to conceive and to relate; 


he is not to form, but copy characters, and theres 
fore is not blamed for the inconſiſtency of ſtateſ- 


men, the injuſtice of tyrants, or the cowardice: 


of commanders. The difficulty of making variety” 
conſiſtent, or uniting probability with ſurprize, 

needs not to diſturb him; the manners and actions 

of his perſonages are already hxed ; his materials 
are provided and put into his hands, and he is at 

leiſure to employ all his powers in arranging and 
diſplaying mn. 

Yet, even with theſe advantages, very few in 
any age have been able to raiſe themſelves to re- 
putation by writing hiſtories; and among the innu- 
merable authors, who fill every nation with accounts 
of their anceſtors, or undertake to tranſmit to fu- 
turity the events of their own time, the greater part, 
when faſhion and novelty have ceaſed to recommend 
them, are of no other uſe than chronological me- 
- morials,, which neceflity may ſometimes require 
to be conſulted, but which fright way n 
and diſguſt delicacy. 

It is obſerved, that our nation, which has pro- 
duced ſo many authors eminent for almoſt every 
other ſpecies of literary excellence, has been hitherto 

rkably barren of hiſtorical genius; and ſo far 
has this defect raiſed prejudices againſt us, that 
ſome have doubted, whether an Engliſhman can 
ſtop at that mediocrity of ſtyle, or confine his mind 
to that even tenour of imagination which narrative 
requires, 


Fs * 
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They: who-oan believe that nature has ſo capri= 
ciouſſy diſtributed underſtanding, have ſurely no 
claim to the honour of ſerious confutation. The 
inhabitants of the ſame country have oppoſite cha- 
racters in different ages; the prevalence or neglect 
of any particular ſtudy can proceed only from the 
⁊ccidental influence of ſome temporary cauſe; and 
if we have failed in hiſtory, we can have failed only 
becauſe hiſtory has not hitherto. been diligent 
cultivated. 


But how is it evident, that we have. not hiſtorians 
among us, whom we may venture to place in com- 
pariſon with any that the neighbouring nations can 

produce? The attempt of Raleigh is deſervedly 

celebrated for the labour of his reſearches, and * 
elegance of his ſtyle; but he has endeavoured to 

| . exert his judgment more than his genius, to ſelect 
facts, rather than adorn them; and has produced 

an hiſtorical diſſertation, but ſeldom riſen to the 
majeſty of hiſtory. : 

The works of Clarendon deſerve more regard 
His diction is indeed neither exact in itſelf, nor 

| ſuited to the purpoſe of hiſtory. It is the effuſion 
. of a mind crowded with ideas, and deſirous of 
imparting them; and therefore always accumu- 

| lating words, and involving one clauſe and ſen- 

- tence in another. But there is in his negligence 
a rude inartificiat majeſty, , which, without the 
nicety of laboured elegance, ſwells the mind by 
its plenitude and diffuſion. His narration is not 

perhaps ſufficiently rapid, being ſtopped 
quently by particularities, which, though they 
might ſtrike the author who was preſent at the 
tranſactions, will not equally detain the attention 
of poſterity. But his ignorance or * 
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the art of writing- are amply compenſated by his 
knowledge of nature and of policy; the wiſdom 
of his maxims, the juſtneſs of his reaſonings, and 
the variety, diſtinctneſs, and ſtrength of his cha- 
racters. | 
But none of our writers can, in my opinion, 
juſtly conteſt the ſuperiority of Kelles, who, in 
his hiſtory of the Turks, has diſplayed all the 
excellencies that narration can admit. His ſtyle, 
though ſomewhat obſcured by time, and ſome- 
times vitiated by falſe wit, is pure, nervous, 
elevated, and clear. A wonderful multiplicity of 
events is fo artfully arranged, and fo diſtinctly 
explained, that each facilitates the: knowledge of 
the next. Whenever a new perfonage is intro- 
duced, the reader is prepared by his character 
for his actions; when a nation is firſt attacked, 
or city beſieged, he is made acquainted with its 
hiſtory, or fituation ; ſo that a great part of the 
world is brought ind view. The deſcriptions of 
this author are without minuteneſs, and the digreſ- 
ſions without oſtentation. Collateral events are ſo 
artfully woven into the contexture of his principal 
| ſtory, that they cannot be disjoined, without leay- 
ing it lacerated and broken. There is nothing 
turgid in his dignity, nor ſuperfluous in his copi- 
ouſneſs. His orations only, which he feigns, like 
the ancient hiſtorians, to have been pronounced 
on remarkable occaſions, are tedious and languid; 
and ſince they are merely the voluntary ſports of 
imagination, prove how much the moſt judicious 
and ſkilful may be miſtaken, 1 in the eſtimate of their | 
own powers. 8 
Nothing could have ſunk this author im obſeu-. 
rity, but we remoteneſs and barbarity of the people, 
Fs ___ whoſe 
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whoſe ſtory he relates. It ſeldom happens, that all 
circumſtances concur to happineſs or fame. The 
nation which produced this great hiſtorian, has the 
grief of ſeeing his genius employed upon a foreign 
and unintereſting ſubje& ; and that writer, who 
might have ſecured perpetuity to his name, by a 
hiſtory of his own country, has expoſed himſelf 
to the danger of oblivion, by recounting enter- 
prizes and vn of which none deſire to be 

informed. 23 a 
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| Ono ſemel ef imbuta recens, TR OM 
Teſta diu. Ho R. 


What ſeaſon'd firſt the veſlel, keeps the taſte, CREECH, 


To the RA M SBLEKR , 
8 I R, | , 
HOUGH I have ſo long "RY myſelf de- 
luded by projects of honour and diſtinction, 
that I often reſolve to admit them no more into my 
heart; yet how determinately ſoever excluded, they 
always recover their dominion by force or ſtrata- 
gem; and whenever, after the ſhorteſt relaxation 
of vigilance, reaſon, and caution return to their 
Charge, they find hope again in poſſeſſion, with all 
her train of pleaſures dancing about her. 8 
Even while I am preparing to write a hiſtory of 
| diſappointe& expectations, I cannot forbear to flat- 
ter myſelf, that you and your readers are impa- 
tient for my performance; and that the ſons of 
| n have laid down * of your late papers 
ü * 
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with diſcontent, when they found that Myſocapelus 
had delayed to continue his narrative. 


But the deiire of gratifying the expectations that! 


| have raiſed, is not the only motive of this relation, 


which, having once promiſed it, I think myſelf no 
longer at liberty to forbear. For however I may 
have wiſhed to clear myſelf from every other adhe- 
fion of trade, I hope I ſhall be always wiſe enough 
to retain my punctuality, and amidſt all my new 
arts of politeneſs, continue to deſpiſe negligence, 
and deteſt falſehood. 

When the death of my brother had diſmiſſed me 
from the duties of a ſhop, I conſidered myſelf as re- 
ſtored to the rights of my birth, and entitled to the 
rank and reception which my anceſtors obtained. 
I was, however, embarraſſed with many difficulties 
at my firſt re-entrance into the world ; for my haſte 
to be a gentleman inclined me to precipitate mea- 
ſures; and every accident that forced me back to- 
wards my old ſtation, was conſidered by me as an 


obſtruction of my happineſs. a 


It was with no common grief and indignation, 
that I found my former companions till daring to 
claim my notice, and the journeymen and appren- 


| tices ſometimes pulling me by the fleeve as I was 


walking in the ſtreet, and without any terror of 
my new ſword; which was, notwithſtanding, of 
an uncommon a inviting me to partake of a 


bottle at the old houſe, and entertaining me with 
| hiſtories of the girls in the neighbourhood. I had 


always, in my official ſtate, been kept in awe by 
lace and embroidery ; and imagined that to fright 
away theſe unwelcome familiarities, nothing was 
neceilary, but that I ſhould, by ſplendor of dreſs, - 
proclaim my reunien with a higher rank, I there- 

LD FS. 8 fore 
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fore ſent for my taylor; ordered a ſuit with twice 
the uſual quantity of lace; and, that I might not 
' tet my perſecutors increaſe their confidence, by the 
habit of aun me, ſtaid at home till it was 
made. 

This week ef confinement I paſldd in praflifing 
a forbidding frown, a {mile of condeſcenſion, a 
ſlight falutation, and an abrupt departure; and in 
four mornings was able to turn upon my heel, 
with ſo much levity and ſprightlineſs, that I made 
no doubt of diſcouraging all publick attempts upon 
my dignity. . I therefore iflued forth in my new 
coat, with a reſolution of dazzling intimacy to a 
fitter diſtance ; and pleaſed myſelf with the timidity 
and reverence, which I ſhould impreſs upon, all 
who had hitherto preſumed to haraſs we with 
their freedoms. But whatever was the cauſe, I 
did not find myſelf received with any new degree | 
of reſpect; thoſe whom I intended to drive from | 
me, ventured to advance with their uſual phraſes 
of benevolence; and thoſe whoſe acquaintance 
I ſolicited, grew more ſupercilious and reſerved. 
I began ſoon to repent. the expence, by which I 
had procured no advantage, and to ſuſpect that a 
ſhining dreſs, like a weighty weapon, has no force 
jn itſelf, but owes all its efficacy to him that 


wears it. 


Many were the mortifications acid calamities 
which I was condemned to ſuffer in my initiation to 
politeneſs. I was fo much tortured by the inceſiant 
civilities of my companions, that I never paſſed - 


53 through that region of the city but in a chair 


with the curtains drawn; and at laſt left my lodg- 
ings, and fixed myſelf in the verge of the court. 
Here I endeayoured to be 3 a e 
Ju 
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juſt returned from his travels, and was pleaſed to 
have my landlord believe, that I was in ſome danget 


from importunate creditors ; but this ſcheme was 


quickly defeated by a formal deputation ſent to offer 

me, though I had now retired from buſineſs, the 

freedom of my company. | 
I was now detected in trade, and therefore reſolved 


to ſtay no longer. J hired another apartment, and | 


changed my ſervants. Here I lived very happily 
for three months, and, with ſecret ſatisfaction, 
often overheard the family celebrating the greatneſs 
and felicity of the eſquire ; though the converſation 
ſeldom ended without ſome complaint of my cove- 
touſneſs, or ſome remark upon my language, or my 
gait. I now began to venture into the public 
walks, and to know the faces of nobles and beau- 
ties; but could not obſerve, without wonder, as I 
paſſed by them, how frequently they were talki ng 
of a taylor. I longed, however, to be admitted to 


_ converſation, and was ſomewhat weary of walking 


in crowds without a companion, yet continued to 


come and go with the reſt, till a lady whom J en- 


deavoured to protect in a crowded paſlage, as ſhe 
was about to ſtep into her chariot, thanked me for 
my civility, and told me, that, as ſhe had often 
diſtinguiſhed me for my modeſt and reſpectful beha- 
viour, whenever I ſet up for myſelf, I might expect 
to ſee her among my firſt cuſtomers, 1 
Here was an end of all my ambulatory projects. 
I indeed ſometimes entered the walks again, but 
was always blaſted by this deſtructive lady, whoſe 
miſchievous generoſity recommended me to her 
acquaintance. Being therefore forced to practiſe my 
adſcititious character upon another ſtage, I betook: 
myſelf to a coftee-houſe frequented by wits, among 
whom 
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whom I learned in a ſhort time the cant of criticiſm, 
and talked ſo loudly and volubly of nature, and man- 
ners, and ſentiment, and diction, and fimilies, and 
contraſts, and action, and pronunciation, that I was 
often deſired to lead the hiſs and clap, and was fear- 
ed and hated by the players and the poets. Many a 
ſentence have I hiſſed, which I did not underſtand, 
and many a groan hve I uttered; when the ladies 
were weeping in the boxes. At laſt a malignant 
author, whoſe performance I had perſecuted 
through the nine nights, wrote an epigram upon 
Tape the cri tick, which drove me from the pit for 
ever. | 
My deſire to be a fine gentleman till continued: 
I therefore, after a ſhort ſuſpenſe, choſe a new ſet of 
friends at the gaming-table, and was for ſome time 
pleaſed with the civility and openneſs with which 1 
found myſelf treated. I was indeed obliged to play; 
but being naturally timorous and vigilant, was never 
furpriſed into large ſums, What might have been 
the conſequence of long familiarity with theſe plun- 
derers, I had not an opportunity of knowing ; for 
one night the conſtables entered and ſeized us, and 
I was once more compelled to fink into my former 
condition, by ſending for my old maſter to atteſt my 
character. 

When I was Jeliberating to what new qualifica- 
tions I ſhould aſpire, I was ſummoned into the 
country, by an account of my father's deach. 
Here I had hopes of being able to diſtinguiſh my- 
ſelf, and to ſupport the honour of my family. I 
therefore bought guns and horſes, and, contrary 
to the expectation of the tenants, increaſed the 
falary of the huntſman. But when I entered the 
field, it was ſoon diſcovered, that I was not 8 . 
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tined to the glories of the chace. I was afraid of 
thorns in the thicket, and of dirt in the marſh; 
I ſhivered on the brink of a river while the ſportſ- 


men croſſed it, and trembled at the fight of a 


five-bar gate. When the ſport and danger were 
over, I was ſtill equally Sensen for I was 


_ effeminate, though not delicate, and could only 
join a feebly whiſpering voice in the clamours of 


their triumph. 

A fall, by which my ribs were Lene gan 
recalled me to domeſtick pleaſures, and I exerted 
all my art to obtain the favour of the neighbour- 
ing ladies; but wherever I came, there was always 


ſome unlucky converſation upon ribbands, fillets, 


pins, or thread, which drove all my ſtock of com- 
pliments out of my memory, and overwhelmed me 
with ſhame and dejection. 


Thus I paſſed the ten firſt years after the death of 


my brother, in which I have learned at laſt to re- 
preſs that ambition, which I could never gratify z 
and, inſtead of waſting more of my life in vain 


endeavours after accompliſhments, which, if not 


early acquired, no endeavours can obtain, I ſhall 
confine my care to thoſe higher excellencies which 
are in every man's power; and though. I cannot 
enchant affection by elegance and eaſe, hope to 
. eſteem by honeſty and truth. 
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1 BAS, acitum Has inter reptare ſalubres, i 


Curantem quicquid dipnam ſapiente bonogue effi - Ho N. 


To range in ſilence through each healthful wood, 
And muſe what's worthy of the wiſe and good, 


ELPHINSTON.. 


HE ſeaſon of the year is now come, in which 
the theatres are ſhut, and the card tables for- 
liek; the regions of luxury are for a while un- 


peopled, and pleaſure leads out her votaries to 


groves and gardens, to ſtill ſcenes and erratick gra- 
tifications. Thoſe who. have paſſed many months 
in a continual tumult of diverſion ; who have never 


opened their eyes in the morning, but upon ſome 
new appointment; nor ſlept at night without a 


dream of dances, muſick, and good hands, or of 
foft ſighs, and humble ſupplications ; muſt now. 


| retire to diſtant provinces, where the firens of flat- 


tery are ſcarcely to-be heard, where beauty ſparkles 
without:praiſe or envy and-wit is repeated only by 


the echo. 
As I think it one of the moſt important duties 


of ſocial- benevolence to give warning of the ap- 


ch of calamity, when by timely prevention it 


max be turned aſide, or by preparatory. meaſures 
I cannot feel the increaſ- 


ing warmth, or ve the lengthening days, 


without conſidering the condition of my fair 
readers, who are now preparing to leave all that 
has fo long filled up their hours, all from which 


they have been accuſtomed to hope for delight ; 
and who, till faſhion proclaims the liberty of re- 


turning to the ſeats of mirth and elegance, muſt 
f - . endure 


as 
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endure the rugged *ſquire; the ſober houſewife, 


the loud huntſman, -or the formal parſon, the roar 


of obſtreperous jollity, or the dulneſs of prudential 
inſtruction; without any retreat, but to the gloom 
of ſolitude, where they will yet find greater incon- 


veniencies, and muſt learn, however unwillingly, 
to endure themſelyes. 
In winter, the life of the polite and gay may be 


ſaid to roll on with a ſtrong and rapid current; 
they float along from pleaſure to pleaſure, without 


the trouble of regulating their own motions, and 


purſue the courſe of the ſtream in all the felicity 


of inattention ; content that they find themſelves 


in progreſfon, and careleſs whither they are going. 


But the months of ſummer are a kind of ſleeping 
ſtagnation without wind or tide, where they are 


left to force themſelves forward by their own 
labour, and to direct their paſſage by. their own. 
{ill ; and where, if they have not ſome internal 
principle of activity, they muſt be ſtranded upon 
ſhallows, or lie torpid in a perpetual calm. 


There are, indeed, ſome to whom this univerſal 
diſſolution of gay ſocieties affords a welcome op- 


portunity of quitting, without diſgrace, the poſt - 
which they have found ' themſelves unable to 


maintain; and of ſeeming to retreat only at the 
call of nature, from aſſemblies 
triumph of unconteſted ſuperiority, they are over- 
powered by ſome new intruder of ſofter elegance 


or ſprightlier vivacity. By theſe, hopeleſs of vic- 
tory, and yet aſhamed to confeſs a conqueſt, the 


ſummer is regarded as a releaſe from the fatiguing 
ſervice of celebrity, a diſmiſſion to more certain 
joys and a ſafer empire. They now ſolace them= 
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klves with the influence which they ſhall obtain, 
where - 
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| where they have no rival to fear; and: with the 
luſtre which they ſhall effuſe, when nothing can 
be ſeen of brighter ſplendour. They imagine, 
while they are preparing for their, journey, the 
admiration with which the ruſticks will crowd 
about them; plan the laws of a new aſſembly; 
or contrive to delude provincial ignorance with a 
fictitious mode. A thouſand pleaſing expectations 
ſwarm in the fancy; and all the approaching 
weeks are filled with diſtinctions, honours, and 
ee, 

But athers who have lately entered the world, 

or have yet had no proofs of its inconſtancy and 
deſertion, are cut off, by this cruel interruption, 
from the enjoyment of their prerogatives, and 
doomed to loſe four months in inactive obſcurity. 
Many complaints de vexation and deſire extort 
from thoſe exiled tyrants of the town, againſt the 

 Jnexorable ſun, who purſues his courſe without 
any regard to love or beauty; and viſits either 
tropick at the ſtated time, whether ſhunned 3 
Tourted, deprecated or imploret. 
To them who leave the places of e reſort 
in the full bloom of reputation, and withdra , 
from admiration, courtſhip, ſubmiſſion, and ap- 
plauſe ; a rural triumph can give nothing equiva- 
lent. The praiſe g ignorance, and the ſubjection 
of weaknefs, are little regarded by beauties who 
have been accuſtomed to more important con- 
2 and more valuable panegyricks. Nor 
indeed ſhould the powers which have made havock 
in the theatres, or borne down rivalry in courts, 
be degraded to a mean attack upon the untravel- 
led heir, or ' ignoble: conteſt with the ruddy milk- 
maid, 
| How 
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How then muſt four long months be worn 
away ? Four months, in which there will be no 
routs, no ſhews, no ridottos; in which viſits 
muſt be regulated by the weather, and aſſemblies 
will depend upon the moon! The Platoniſts 
imagine, that the future puniſhment of thoſe who 


have in this life debaſed their reaſon by ſubjection 
to their ſenſes, and have preferred the groſs grati- 


fications of lewdneſs and luxury, to the pure and 


ſublime felicity of virtue and contemplation, will- 


ariſe from the predominance and ſolicitations of 


the ſame appetites, in a ſtate which can firniſh ' 


no means of appeaſing them. I cannot but ſuſ- 
pect that this month, bright with ſunſhine, And 
fragrant with perfumes ; this month, which covers 
the meadow with verdure, and decks the gardens 


with all the mixtures of colorifick radiance. this - 
month, from which the man of fancy expects new. 


infuſions of imagery, and the naturaliſt new ſcenes 


of obſervation ; this month will chain down mul- | 
titudes to the Platonick penance of deſire without 

| enjoyment, and hurry them from the higheſt” 
ſatisfactions, which they have yet learned to con- 
ceive, into a ſtate of hopeleſs wiſhes and pining 

recollection, where the eye of vanity will look 


round for admiration to no purpoſe, and the 
hand of avarice ſhuttle card 


fectual dexterity 


From the tediouſack of this . FRY 
ſion of life, I would willingly preſerve thoſe who 
are expolet to it, only by inexperience ; who 


want not inclination to wiſdom, or virtue, though 


they have been diſſipated by negligence, or miſled 
by example; and who would gladly find the way 
to rational happineſs, though it ſhould be neceſſary 


da i a bower with inef- 
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to ſtruggle with habit, and abandon faſhion. To 
"theſe many arts of ſpending: time might be recom- 
mended, which would neither ſadden the preſent 
hour with wearineſs, nor the future with repentance. 
It would ſeem impoſſible to a ſolitary ſpeculatiſt, 
that a human being can want employment. To 
be born in ignorance with a capacity of knowledge, 
and to be placed in the midft of a world filled with 
variety, perpetually preſſing upon the ſenſes and 
irritating — is ſurely a ſufficient fecurity 
againſt the iſhment of inattention. Novelty 
- is indeed ry to preſerve eagerneſs and ala- 
crity.; but art and nature have ſtores inexhauftible 


by human intellects; and every moment produces 
- ſomething new to him, who has quickened his 4 


5 faculties by diligent obſervation. | 
Some ſtudies, for which the country and the 
ſummer afford peculiar opportunities, I ſhall per- 


0 haps endeavour to recommend in a future eſſay; 


but if there be any apprehenſion not apt to admit 
unaccuſtomed ideas, or any attention ſo ſtubborn 
and inflexible, as not eaſily to comply with new 
directions, even theſe obſtructions cannot exclude 
the pleaſure of application; for there is a higher 
and nobler employment, to which all faculties are 


adapted by him who gave them. The duties f 


religion, ſincerely and regularly performed, will 
always be ſufficient to exalt the meaneſt, and to 
exerciſe the higheſt underſtanding. That, mind will 


never be vacant, which is frequently recalled by 


ſtated duties to meditations on eternal intereſts; nor 
can any hour be long, which is ſpent in obtaining, 


_ new N Ns n happineß. 
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-Deſcriptas ſervare wices, operumque colores, 
Cur ego, fi nequeo ignoroque, potta ſalutor f | HoR; 
But if, through weakneſs, or my want of art, 
I can't to every different ſtyle impart _ 
| The proper ſtrokes and colours it may claim, 
Why am I henour'd with a poet's name? Francis, 


] © of the maxims of the civil law, that 
definitions are hazardous. Things modified by 


human underſtandings, ſubjet to varieties of 


complication, and changeable as experience ad- 
vances knowledge, or accident influences caprice, 
are ſcarcely to be included in any ſtanding form of 
expreſſion, becauſe they are always ſuffering ſome 
alteration of their ſtate. Definition is, indeed, not 
the province of man; every thing is ſet above or 


below our faculties. The works and operations of 


nature are too great in their extent, or too much 


Uiffuſed in their relations, and the performances of 


art too inconſtant and -uncertain, to be reduced to 
any determinate idea, It is impoſſible to impreſs 
upon our minds an adequate and juſt repreſenta- 
tion of an object ſo great that we can never take it 
into our. view, or ſo mutable that it is always 
changing under our eye, and has already loſt its 
form while we are labouring to conceive it. 


Definitions have been no leſs difficult or uncer- 


tain in criticiſms than iri law. Imagination, a 
licentious and vagrant faculty, unſuſceptible of 


limitations, and impatient of reſtraint, has always 
endeavoured to baffle the logician, to perplex the 


confines of diſtinction, and burſt the incloſures of 
regularity, There is therefore ſcarcely any * 
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as ' THE RAMBLER N 125 
of writing, of which we can tell what is its ellence, 


rund what are its conſtituents; every new genius pro- 


duces ſome innovation, which, when invented and 
approved, ſubverts the rules which the practice of 


foregoihg authors had eſtabliſhed. 


Comedy has been particularly unpropitious to 
definers; for though perhaps they might properly 
have contented themſelves, with declaring it to be 


8 Fuch a dramatic repreſentation of human life, as may 


excite mirth, they have embarraſſed their definition 
with the means by which the.cotnick writers attain 
their end, without conſidering that the various 
methods of exhilarating their audience, not being 
limited by nature, cannot be compriſed in precept. 
Thus, ſome make comedy a repreſentation of 
mean, and others of bad men; ſome think that 
its eflence conſiſts in the unimportance, others in 
the fictitiouſneſs of the tranſaction. But any 
man's reflections will inform him, that every dia- 
-matick compoſition which raiſes mirth is comick; 
and that, to raiſe mirth, it is by no means Unver- 


ally neceſſary, that the perſonages ſhould be either 


mean or corrupt, nor always requiſite, that the 


action ſhould be trivial, nor ever, that it ſhould be 


fictitious. 5 
If the two kinds of dramatic poetry had been 
defined only by their effects upon the mind, ſome 
abſurdities might have been prevented, with which 
the compoſitions of our greateſt poets are diſ- 
graced, who, for want of ſome ſettled ideas and 
| accurate diſtinctions, have unhappily ' confounded 
tragick with comick ſentiments, "They ſeem to 
have thought, that as the meanneſs of perſonages 
conſtituted comedy, their greatneſs was ſufficient 
to form a tragedy; and that nothing was neceſ- 
Ws - 8 


ſary but that they ſhould crowd the ſcene with 
monarchs, and generals, and guards; and make 


kingdoms, and the rout of armies. They bave 
not conſidered, that thoughts or incidents, in them- 
ſelves ridiculous, grow itil] more groteſque by the 


nature are uniform and inflexible ; and that what 
is deſpicable and abſurd, will not, by any aſſocia- 
tion with ſplendid titles, become rational or great; 
that the moſt important affairs, by an intermixture 
of an unſeaſonable levity, may be made contempt- 
ible ; and that the robes of royalty can give no 
dignity to nonſenſe or to folly. 

Comedy, ſays Horace, ſometimes raiſes her 
* voice;”” and tragedy may likewiſe on proper 
-occaſions abate her dignity ; but as the .comick 
perſonages can only depart from their familiarity 
of ſtyle, when the more violent paſſions are put in 


never deſcend to trifle, but in the hours of eaſe, 
and intermiſſions of danger. Yet in the tragedy 


lot, by which he is condemned to die, breaks out 
into a wild boaſt that his duft ſhall take poſſeſſion of 


Þ 4 and his conqueror: 


Seb. 1 mpoilible ! 

Souls know no conquerors. _ 

A. Mol. I'll ſhew .thee for a monſter. thro' my 
Africk. 

8, No, thou ww 2 5 ſhew me far'a man: 

: Africk 


- 
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them talk, at certain intervals, of che downfal of 


ſolemnity of ſuch characters; that reaſon and 


motion, the heroes and queens of tragedy ſhould 


of Don Sebaſtian, when the king of Portugal is in 
the hands of his enemy, and having juſt drawn the 


Frick, the dialogue proceeds. thus between the cap- 


Muley Moluch. What ſhall I. dot to conquer thee? - 
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120 THE RAMBLER. N12. 
offrich is ſtor d with monſters; man's a bro gy 
Thy ſubjects have not ſeen. EE 
| 2 Mel Thou talk'ſt as if 
Still at the head of battle. 

Seb. Thou miſtak'ſt, 
For there I would not 1 | 

| Benducar, the Miniſter. Sure he would en 


3 converſation, with the ſly remark of the 
Fun can only be found not to be comick, be- 
cauſe it wants the probability neceſſary to repre- 
fentations of common life, and degenerates too much 
towards buffoonry and farce. 

The fame play affords a ſmart return of the ge- 
neral to the emperor, who, enforcing his orders for 
the death of Sebaſtian, vents his im patience In this 
abrupt threat: 


No more 1 | 
But fee thou do'ſt it: Or 
To which Dorax anſwers, 
_ Choak in that threat: I can ſay Or as loud. 


- vi chouknd inſtances of ſuch i impropriety might 
he produced, were not one ſcene in Aureng-Zebe 
ſufficient to exemplify it. Indamora, a captive 
queen, having Aureng-£Lebe for her lover, employs 
Arimant, to whoſe charge ſhe had been intruſted, 


and whom ſhe had made ſenſible of nr nu, to 
carry a 2 meſſage to his aval, 


| Autnant, 16510 5 bees 56 Br bend: Innamora. 


Arim. And I the meſſenger to him from you: : 
- Your empire you to tyranny purſue: - 
You lay commands, both cruel and unjuſt, 

| Fam my rival, and dear my truſt. 


* 
R - 
5 


Ind. You 
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And ſhould not I my own advantage ſee? | 
Serving my love, you may my friendſhip gain: 
You know the reſt of your pretences vain.  _. 
You muſt, my Arimant, you mult be kind: 
Tis in your nature, and your noble mind. 

Arim. I'll to the king, and ſtrait my truſt reſign. 
Ind. His truſt you may, but you ſhall never mine, 
Heav*n made you love me for no other end, 
But to become my confidant and friend; 
As ſuch, I keep no ſecret from your ſight, 
And thereſofe make you judge how ill I write t 
Read it, and tell me freely then your mind, 
If *tis indited, as I meant it, kind. 
Arim. [ aſt not heau'n my freedom fo reflore, 
Reading. 
But only for your fake —— Il read no more. 
And yet I muſt ——— 
Leſs for my own, than for your err ſad—ſReading. 
Another line, like this, would make me mad 
| Heav'n? ſhe goes on yet more and yet more 


kind ! ! = - [A. Reading. . 
Each ſentence is a dagger to my mind. | 
See me this night —— TE 


Thank ting: who did ſuch a friend provide ; 

For faithful Arimant ſhall be your guide. 

Not only to be made an inſtrument, 

But i pro-cngag'd without my own -conſent ! 

Had. Unknown engage you, Rill ee my 

ſcore, ; 

And gives you ſcope « of meriting the more. 
Arim. The beſt of men 

Some int'reft in their actions muſt et: 

None merit, but in hope they may poſſeſs: 

; The fatal paper rather let me tear, 

Loa hw like Ballerophon, my own ſentence bear, 

3 Vor. . | | G -- ED Ind. You - 


* 


Ind. You'firſt betray · d your truſt in loving me: E 
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42 THE RAMBLER. No 12g, 
Ad. You may; but. *twill not be your We! adr 
vice: >. 
*T will only give me pains of writing twice. 
You know you muſt obey me, ſoon or late: 
Why ſhould you vainly ſtruggle with your fate? 
Arim. I thank thee, *heav'n | thou haſt n 
BD wont aut kind). RES 
Why am I thus to ſlavery 3 "Ti fr 9 5 
And yet am cheated with a freeborn mind! 
Or make thy orders with my reaſon ſuit. 
Or let me live by ſenſe, a glorious brute — 
[She frowns. 
_ You om. and I obey with ſpeed, before 
That dreadful ſentence comes, See me 19 mare. 


In this ſcene, every 8 concurs to 


turn tragedy to farce. The wild abſurdity of the 
expedient; the contemptible ſubjection of the 
lover; the folly of obliging him to read the letter, 
only becauſe it ought to have been concealed from 

him; the frequent interruptions of amorous impa- 


tience; the faint expoſtulations of a voluntary 
ſlave; the imperious haughtineſs of a tyrant with- 
out power; the deep reflection of the yielding 
rebel upon fate and freewill; and his wiſe wiſh to 
loſe his reaſon as ſoon as be finds himſelf about to 


do what he cannot perſuade his reaſon to approve, 


are ſurely ſuthcient to awaken he moſt borped riſi- 4 
„ 
F ͤhere is ſcarce a tragedy of the laſt century 2 
which has not debaſed its moſt important incidents, to 
and- polluted its moſt ſerious interlocutions with | 
buffoonry and meanneſs ; but though perhaps it. ” 
cannot be pretended that the preſent age has added FA 


much to the force and efficacy of the drama, it 


bas at leaſt been able to * many faults, which 
eiter 


NS. 
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either ignorance had overlooked, or indulgence had 
licenſed. The later tragedies indeed have faults of 


another kind, perhaps more deſtructive to delight, 
though leſs open to cenſure. 'I hat perpetual tumour 


of phraſe with which every thought is now expreſſed 


by every perſonage, the paucity of adventures which 
regularity admits, and the unvariedequality of flow 


ing dialogue, has taken away from our'preſent writ- 


ers almoſt all that dominion over the paſſions which 


was the boaſt of their predeceſſors. Vet they may 
at leaſt claim this commendation, that they avoid 


groſs. faults, and that if they cannot often. move 


terror or pity, they are e careful not to pro- 
voke laughter. 


Abbe Fe Eee eb Wreck 
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—Nibil eſt aliud magnum quam multa minuta, VET. Avcr. 


Sands form the mountain, moments make the year. 


: ound. 
To the RAM BLER. 
S N 
AX ONG other ropicks of acid which 


your papers ſupply; I was lately engaged in a 
d ſeuſſion of the character given by Tranguilla of her 


lover Lenuſtulus,whom, notwithitanding the ſeverity 


of his miſtreſs, the greater number ſeemed inclined 
to acquit of unmanly or culpable timidity. 5 
One of the company remarked, that prudence 


ought to be diſtinguiſhed from fear ; ; and that if 


Venuſtulus was afraid of nocturnal adventures, no 


man who conſidered how much every avenue of 


G 2 the 


HY 


124 THE RAMBLER. No 26. 
the town was infeſted with robbers could think him 
blameable; for why ſhould life be hazarded without 
proſpect of honour or advantage? Another was of 
opinion, that a brave man might be afraid of croſſ- 
ing the river in the calmeſt weather ; and declared, 
that, for his part, while there were coaches and a 
bridge, he would never be ſeen tottering in a wooden 
caſe, out of which he might be thrown by any 


irregular agitation, or which might be overſet by 


accident, or negligence, or by the force of a ſudden 
guſt, or the ruſh of a larger veſſel. 'Tt was his 
cuſtom, he ſaid, to keep the ſecurity of day-light, 
and dry ground; for it was a maxim with him, 
that no wiſe man ever periſhed by water, or was loſt 
in the dark. * 

The next was humbly of opinion, that if Tran- 
guilla had ſeen, like him, the cattle run roaring 
about the meadows in the hot months, ſhe would 
not have thought meanly of her lover for not ventur- 


ing his ſafety among them. His neighbour then 


told us, that for his part he was not aſhamed to 
confeſs, that he could not ſee a rat, though it was 
dead, without palpitation ; that he had been driven 
ſix times out of his lodgings either by rats or mice; 
and that he always had a bed in the cloſet for his 


ſervant, whom he called up whenever the enemy 


was in motion. Another wondered that any man 
ſhould think himſelf diſgraced by a precipitate retreat 
from a dog; for there was always a poſſibility that 
a dog might be mad; and that ſurely, though there 
was no danger but of being bit by a fierce animal, 


there was more wiſdom in flight than conteſt. By all 


theſe declarations another was encouraged to con- 
feſs, that if he had been admitted to the honour of 


paying his . to W * ſhould have 


been 


ow” Yw PRA ” 
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been likely to incur the ſame cenſure ; for among 


all the animals upon which nature has impreſſed de- 


formity and horror, there was none whom he durſt 
not encounter rather than a beetle. | 


Thus, Sir, though cowardice is univerſally. de- 
fined too cloſe and anxious an attention to perſonal 
ſafety, there will be found ſcarcely any fear, how- 
ever exceſſive in its degree, or unreaſonable in its 
object, which will be allowed to characterize a 
coward. Fear is a paſſion which every man feels 
ſo frequently predominant in his own breaſt, that 


he is unwilling to hear it cenſured with great aſpe- 


rity ; and, perhaps, if we confeſs the truth, the 
ſame reſtraint which would hinder a man from 
declaiming againſt the frauds of any employment 
among thoſe who profeſs it, ſhould with-hold him 
from treating fear with contempt among human 
beings. 

Yet ſince fortitude i is one of thoſe virtues which 
the condition of our nature makes hourly neceſſary, 
I think you cannot better direct your admonitions 
than againſt ſuperfluous and panick terrors. Fear 
is implanted in us as a preſervative from evil; but 
its duty, like that of other paſſions, is not to over- 
bear reaſon, but to affiſt i it; nor ſhould it be ſuf- 
fered to tyrannize in the imagination, to raiſe phan- 
toms of horror, or beſet life with ſupernumerary 


diſtreſſes. 


To be always afraid of loſing life is, indeed, 
ſcarcely to enjoy a life that can deſerve the care of 
preſervation. He that once indulges idle fears will 
never be at reft. . Our preſent ſtate admits only of 
a kind of negative ſecurity; we muſt conclude 
ourſelves ſafe when we fee no danger, or none in- 


adequate to our powers of oppoſition. Death in- 


Gy deed 


126 THE RAMBLER.:' Ne vat HS 
deed continually hovers about -us, but hovers com 
monly unſeen, en we ſharpen; our ſee by uſcleſs 
curiolity,  _. 

There is alway A point at which caution, hows, 
ever ſolicitous, muſt limit its preſervatives, becauſe 
one terror often counteracts another. Tonce knew 
one of tlie ſpeculatiſts of cowardice, whoſe reigning 
diſturbance was the dread of houſe- breakers. His 

enquiries were, for nine years employed upon the 
beſt method of barring a window, or a door; and 
many an hour has he ſpent in eſtabliſhing the pre- 
| ference of a bolt to a Jock. He had at laſt, by the 
daily ſuperaddition of new expedients, — 
. a door which could never be forced; for one 
bar was ſecured by another with ſuch intricacy of 
ſubordination, that he was himſelf not always able 
to diſengage them in the proper method. He was 
happy in this fortification, till being aſked how he 
would eſcape if he was threatened by fire, he diſco- 
vered, , that with all his care and expence, he had 
only been aſſiſting his own deſtruction. He then 
immediately tore off his bolts, and now leaves. at 

Tyght his outer door half- locked, that he may not 
by his own folly periſh in the flames. # 

There is one ſpecies of terror which thoſe who 
are unwilling to ſuffer. the reproach of cowardice 
have wiſely dignified with the name of antipathy. 
A man who talks with intrepidity of the monſters. 
of the wilderneſs while they are out of ſight, will 
readily. confeſs his antipathy to a mole, a weaſel, or 
a frog, He has indeed no dread of harm from. an 
inſect or a worm, but his artipathy turns him pale 
whenever they approach him. He believes that a. 
boat will tranſport him with-as much ſafety as his 


neighbours, but he cannot conquer his antipatby to. 
„ 0 £ „% © WG 


, a 
i 
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the water. Thus he goes on without any reproach 
from his own reflections, and every day, multiplies 
antipathies, tall he becomes er e to others, 
and burdenſome to himſelf. | 

It is indeed certain, that nern of dread 
may ſometimes be. unluckily made by objects not 
in themſelves : juſtly formidable; but when fear is 
<ſcovered to be groundleſs, it is to be eradicated 
like other falſe opmions, and antipathies are gene- 
rally ſuperable by a ſingle effort. He that has been 
taught to ſhudder at a mouſe, if he can perſuade 
himſelf to riſque one encounter, will find his own 
ſuperiority, and nme, his terrors for 708 pride 


of conqueſt. 

: 3 am, 7E . 
TT TREATS 
8 I 1K 

8 you profeſs to extend your ren to the 


minuteneſs of decency, as well as to the dig- 


nity of ſcience, I cannot forbear to lay before you 
a mode of perſecution by which I have been exiled 
to taverns and coffee-houſes, and deterred from en- 
_ tering the doors of my friends. 

Among the ladies who pleaſe A with 
ſplendid, furniture, or elegant entertainment, it is 
a practice very common, to aſk every gueſt how 
he likes the carved work of the cornice, | or the 
figures of the tapeſtry ; the china at the table, or 
the plate on the ſide- board; and on all occaſions 
to enquire his opinion of their judgment and their 
choice. Melania has laid her new watch in the 
window gineteen times, that ſhe may deſire me 
to look — it. Caliſta has an art of dropping 

; her 


"0 G 4 
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her ſnuff. box by drawing out her handkerchief, hat | 
when I pick it up I may admire it; and Fulgentia 
has conducted me, by, miſtake, into the wrong room, 
at every viſit I have paid fince her picture was put 


into a new frame. 


I hope, Mr. RAMBLER, you will 1 thaw. 


chat no man ſhould be denied the privilege of 


informed us how it may be gratified. The world 


filence, or tortured: to falſe declarations; and that 
though ladies nag! juſtly claim to be exempt from 
rudeneſs, they -have no right-to force unwilling, 
civilities. To pleaſe is a laudable and elegant 
ambition, and is properly rewarded with honeſt 
praiſe ; but to ſeize_applauſe by violence, and call 
out for commendation, without knowing, or car- 
ing to know, whether it be given from conviction, 
is a ſpecies of tyranny by which modeſty is op- 
preſſed, and ſincerity corrupted. The tribute of 
admiration, thus exacted by impudence and i impor- 
tunity, differs from the reſpect paid to ſilent merit, 
as the plunder of A * from the — 


Profit. 


1 am, Ge. 
„ MrsocoLax. 


SIR. e ane. 
| Von great i Spectator, en- 

deavoured to diffuſe among his female readers 
2 defire of knowledge; nor can I charge you, 
though you do not ſeem equally attentive to the 


ladies, with endeavouring to diſcourage them from 
any laudable purſuit. But however either he or 


: you may excite our curioſity, you have not yet 


ſeems to have formed an univerſal conſpiracy againſt 
our | underſtandings 3 « our Hrs are . 
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not to expect anſwers, a etl ; 
with'.a jeſt, and we are treated like beings who 
tranſgreſs the limits of our nature whenever we 
aſpire to ſeriouſneſs or improvement. | 

| enquire e e of * anatitiin-emligagt the 
aſtronomical ſkill, what made the day long in ſum- 
mer, and ſhort in winter ; and was told that nature 
protractẽd the days in fammer, left ladies. ſhowld 
want time to walk in the park; and the nights in 
winter, left they ſhould not have hours fuicient to 
ſpend at the card-table. 

I hope you do not doubt but I heard fuch inform- 
ation with juſt contempt, and I deſire you to diſ—- 
cover to this great maſter of ridicule, that I was far 
from wanting any intelligence which be could have 
given me. I afked the queſtion with no other in- 
_ tention than to ſet him free from the neceflity of 
filence, and gave him an, opportunity of mingling 
on equal terms with a polite aſſembly, from which, 
however uneaſy, he could not then eſcape, by a 
kind introduction of the only ſubjet on which I * 
believed ear en with propriety, | 


1 am, Sc. 
GrnxRROSA. 
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Cin e: 'guam abs: ultima prinit „„ 
Ciedunt: diffimiles bie wir, et ille puer. Ovp. 
| Succeeding years thy early fame deſtroy; 8 
Thou, who 4 5 8 man, wilt end a boy. 


” 


— TI AN, a name eminent among the re- 
| ſtorers of polite literature, when.he publiſhed a 
eollection of: epigrams, prefixed to many of them 
the year of his age at which they were compoſed. 
He might deſign by this« information, either to 
boaſt the early maturity of his genius, or to con- 
eiliate indulgence to the puerility of his perform 
ances. But whatever. was his intent, it is remarked 
by Scalige r, that he very little promoted his own 
reputation, becauſe he fell below the promiſe 
which his firſt productions had given, and in the 
latter part of his life ſeldom equalled: the * of 
5 his youth. | 
It is not uncommon for thoſe | who. a their firſt 
entrance into the world were diſtinguiſhed for attain- 
ments or abilities, to diſappoint the hopes which 
they had raiſed, and to end in neglect and obſcurity, 
that life which they began in celebrity and honour.. 
To the Tong catalogue of the inconveniencies of old 
age, which moral and ſatirical. writers have ſo- 
copioully diſplayed, may be often added the loſs 
of fame. 
The advance of the human * W any 
object of laudable purſuit, may be compared to. 
the progreſs of a body driven by a blow. It moves 
for a time with great velocity and vigour, but the 
force of the firſt impulſe is perpetually decreaſing, 
= and though it ſhould encounter no obſtacle capable 
E olf 


| 
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of quelling it by a ſudden ſtop, the reſiſtance of 
the medium through which it paſſes, and the 
latent inequalities" of the ſmootheſt ſurface, will in 
© a ſhort time by continued retardation wholly over- 
power it. Some hindrances will be found in every” 
road of life, but he that fixes his eyes upon any 
thing at a diſtance; neceſſarily loſes ſight of all that 
fills up the intermediate ſpace, and: therefore ſets 
forward with alacrity and confidence, nor ſuſpects 
a thouſand obſtacles by which he afterwards finds 
his paſſage embarraſſed and obſtructed. Some are 
indeed ſtopt at once in their career by a ſudderr 
ſhock-of calamity, or diverted to a different direc-- 
tion by the croſs impulſe of ſome violent paſſion ; 
but far the greater part languiſh by flow degrees, 
deviate. at firſt into ſlight obliquities, and them 
ſelves ſcarcely perceive at what time their ardour 
forſook them, or when they loſt ſight of their ori- 
ginal deſign. | 
Wearineſs and nee are corcetially a; 

mg by ſilent encroachments, aſſiſted by different 
cauſes, and not obſerved till they cannot, without 
great difficulty, be oppoſed; Labour neceſſarily re- 
quires pauſes of eaſe and relaxation, and the delici- 
ouſneſs of eaſe commonly makes us unwilling to re- 
turn to labour. We, perhaps, prevail upon our- 
ſelves to renew our attempts, but eagerly liſten to 
every argument for frequent interpoſitions of amuſe- 
ment; for when indolence has once entered upon 
the mind, it can ſcarcely be diſpoſſeſſed but by ſuch.. 
efforts as very few are willing to exert. 
It is the fate of induſtry to be equally: endan- 

gered by miſcarriage and ſueceſs, by confidence: 
and deſpondency. He that engages in a great un- 
1 ˙ W with a falſe opinion of its Benn or too 
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| high conceptions of his own ſtrength, is eaſily diſ- 
couraged by the firſt hindrance of his advances, 


becauſe he had promiſed himſelf an equal and perpe- 


tual progreſſion without impediment or diſturbance; 


when unexpected interruptions break in upon him, 


he is in the tate of a man ſurpriſed by a tempeſt, 


where he purpoſed only to baſk in the calm, or ſport 


in the ſhallows. 


Tis not only common to find the difficulty of an 
enterprize greater, but the profit leſs, than hope 
had pictured it. - Youth - enters the world with 


very. happy prejudices in her own favour. . She 
imagines herſelf not only certain of accompliſh- 


ing every adventure, but of obtaining thoſe re- 


wards which the accompliſhment may deſerve. 
She is not eaſily perſuaded to believe that the force 
of merit can be reſiſted by obſtinacy and avarice, 


or its luſtre darkened by envy and malignity. She 
has not yet learned that the moſt evident claims to 


praiſe or preferment may be rejected by malice 
againſt conviction, or by indolence without exa- 
mination ; that they may be ſometimes defeated 
by artifices, and ſometimes overborn by clamour ; 
that in the mingled numbers of mankind, many 
need no other provocation to enmity than that 


they find themſelves excelled ; that others have 


ceaſed their curioſity, and conſider every man wha 
fills the mouth of report with a new name, as an 
intruder upon their retreat, and diſturber of theis 
repoſe ; that ſome are engaged in complications. of 


| Intereſt which they imagine endangered by every 


innovation; that many yield themſelves up impli- 
citly to every report which hatred diſſeminates or 
folly ſcatters; and that whoever aſpires to the 
EX bo publck, has in almoſt every man an 


enemy 
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enemy and a rival; and muſt with the op- 
poſition of the daring, and elude the ems of 
the de e | 
obdurate, muſt reclaim perverſeneſs and inform 
ſtupidity. - 

C7070 

| has vaniſhed, the zeal of enterprize ſhould ceat ; 
for who would perſevere to cultivate the foil which 
he has, after long labour, diſcovered to be bar- 
ren ? He who hath pleaſed himſelf with anticipated 
praiſes, and expected that he ſhould meet in every 
place with patronage or friendſhip, will ſoon remit 
his vigour, when he finds that from thoſe who de- 
fire to be conſidered as his admirers nothing can be 
hoped but cold civility, and that many refuſe to own * 
his excellence, leſt they ſhould be too juſtly expected | 
to reward it. 
A man, thus cut off from the proſpect of that 
port to which his addreſs and fortitude had been 
employed to ſteer him, often abandons himſelf to 
chance and to the wind, and glides careleſs and idle 
down the current of life, without reſolution to make 
another effort, till he is ſwallowed up by the gulph of 
mortality. 

G ace- e 0 tee d 0 00 
themſelves by a contrary fallacy. It was ſaid of 
Hannibal that he wanted nothing to the completion 
of his martial virtues, but that when he had gained 
a victory he ſhould know-how to uſe it. The folly 
of deſiſting too ſoon from ſucceſsful labours, and 
the haſte of enjoying advantages before they are 
ſecured, is often fatal to men of impetuous deſire, 
to men whoſe conſciouſneſs of uncommon powers 
fills them with preſumption, and who having born 
| n 1 before aaa left emulation 
panting 
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_ panting behind, are early perſuaded to imagine that 
they have reached the heights of perfection, and 
chat now, being no longer in danger from compe- 
titors, they may paſs the reſt of their days in the 
enjoyment of their acquiſitions, i in contemplation 
of their own ſuperiority, and in attention to their 
-own praiſes, and look unconcerned from their emi- 
nence upon the foils and - contentions of meaner 
beings. 

It is not ſufficiently fl in the haut: of 
exultation, that all human excellence is compara- 
tive; that no man performs much but in propor- 
tion to what others aceompliſh, or to the time and 
opportunities which have been allowed him; and 
that he who ſtops at any point of excellence is every 
day ſinking in eſtimation, becauſe his improvement 


grows continually more incommenſurate to his life. 


Vet, as no man willingly quits opinions favourable 
to himſelf, they who have once been juſtly cele- 
brated, imagine that they ſtill have the ſame pre- 
tenſions to regard, and feldom perceive the dimt- 


nution of their character while there is time to re- 


cover it. Nothing then remains but murmurs and 
remorſe; for if the ſpendthrift's poverty be embit- 


tered by the reflection that he once was rich, how 


muſt the idler's obſcurity be clouded by remember- | 
ing that he once had luſtre ! x 

Theſe errors all ariſe from an original miſtake of 
the true motives of action. He that never extends 


his view beyond the praiſes or rewards of. men, 


will be dejected by neglect and-envy, or infatuated 
by honours and applauſe. But the conſideration 
that life is only depoſited in his hands to be em- 
ployed in obedience to a maſter who will regard 


bis eee not his ſucceſs, would have pre- 
ſerved. 


- 


Ne 128. THE RAMBLER. Ty 
ſerved him from trivial elations and diſcourage- 
ments, and enabled him to proceed with conſtancy r 


and cheerfulneſs, neither enervated by commend- 
ation, nor intimidated by cenſure. | 


Nous, 128: SATURDAY June 8, 17511. 
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For not the brave, or wiſe, or great, c 
E'er yet had happineſs complete; 
Nor Peleus, grandſon of the ſky, 

Nor Cadmus, ſcap'd the ſhafts of pain, 
Though favour'd by the Pow'rs on high, | 

With ev'ry bliſs that man can gain. 


HE writers who have undertaken the taſk of 

| reconciling mankind to their preſent ſtate; 
and relieving the diſcontent produced by the various 
diſtribution of terreſtrial advantages, frequently re- 
mind us that we judge too haſtily of good and evil; 
that we view only the ſuperficies of life, and deter- 
mine of the whole by a very ſmall part; and that 
in the condition of men it frequently happens, 
that grief and anxiety lie hid under the golden 
robes of proſperity, and the gloom of calamity is 
cheered by ſecret radiations of hope and comfort; 
as in the works of nature the bog is ſometimes co- 


vered with flowers, and the mine conoealed i in the 
n * 


- 
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None but thoſe who have learned the art of 


ſubjecting their ſenſes as well as reaſon to hypo- 


_  thetical ſyſtems, can be perſuaded by the moſt 
ſpeciuus rhetorician that the lots of life are equal; 


yet it cannot be denied that every one has his 


peculiar pleaſures and vexations, that mam" 
- accidents operate variouſly upon different minds, 


and that no man can exactly Judge from -his own 
ſenfations, what another would 9 5 in the fame cir- 
cumſtances. 

If the general diſpoſition of oy be emed 
* the repreſentation which every one makes of 


his own ſtate, the world muſt be conſidered as 


the abode of ſorrow and miſery; for how few 
can forbear to relate their troubles and diſtreſſes? 


If we judge by the account which may be ob- 
tained of every man's fortune from others, .it 


may be concluded, that we are all placed in an 
elyſian region, overſpread with the luxuriance of 


plenty, and fanned by the breezes of felicity ; 


- ſince ſcarcely any complaint is uttered without cen- 
fure from thoſe that hear it, and almoſt all are 
allowed to have obtained a proviſion at leaſt ade- 
quate to their virtue or their underſtanding, to poſſeſs 


either more than they deſerve or more than they 


enjoy. - 
We : are either b wth ſuch difmilitude of 


temper and inclination, or receive ſo many of 


our ideas and opinions from the ſtate. of life in 


which we are engaged, that the griefs and cares 
of one part of mankind ſeem to the other hypo- 
criſy, folly, and affectation. Every clais of ſo- 
ciety has its cant of lamentation, . which-is un- 
deritood or regarded by none but themſelves ; 


and every part of life has its uneaſineſſes, ke 
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thoſe who do not feel them will not commiſerate. 


ng ; , 
if they are poor, neglect opportunities of im- 
proving their fortunes for the pleaſure of max- 
ing others laugh? How flowly would he believe. 
that there are men who would rather loſe a legacy 
than the reputation of a diſtich ; who think it 


leſs diſgrace to want 1 7 than repartee ; whom 


the vexation of having been foiled in a conteſt 


of raillery is ſometimes ſufficient to deprive of 
ſleep; 


An event which ſpreads. diſtraction over half the 
commercial world, aſſembles the trading com- 
pauies in councils and committees, and ſhakes the 
nerves of. a thouſand ſtockjobbers, is read by the 
landlord and the farmer with frigid indifference; . 
An An affair of love, which fills the young breaſt with 
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to miſs a profitable bargain by ſome accidental 


delay, than not to have thought of a ſmart reply 


till the time of producing it was paſt? How little 
would he ſuſpect that this child of idlenefs and 


frolick enters every aſſembly with a beating bo- 
ſom, like a litigant on the day of decifion, and 


revolves the probability of applauſe with the anxiety 
of a conf; irator, whoſe fate depends upon the next 


night; and at the hour of retirement he carries 
hame, under a ſhow of airy "negligence, a heart 


lacerated with envy, or depreſſed with difappoint- , 
ment; and immures himſelf in his cloſet, that he 


may difencumber his memory at leiſure, review the 


progreſs of the day, ſtate with accuracy his loſs 
or gain of 5 _ examine ne CITE 'of his 


failure or ſucceſs? 43 Podien ihe Fes 1 


Vet more remote om Tbtchen boncepdions 
are the numerous and reſtleſs anxieties,” by which 
female happinefs is particularly. diſturbed: A ſoli- 


tary philoſopher would imagine ladies born with an 


exemption from care and ſorrow, lulled in perpetual 
quiet, and feaſted with unmingled pleaſure ; for 


what can interrupt the content of thoſe, upon 


whom one age has laboured after another to confer 
honours, and accumulate immunities; thoſe to 
whom rudeneſs is infamy, and inſult is cowardice; 


whoſe eye commands the brave, and whoſe ſmiles 


ſoften the ſevere ; whom the ſailor travels to adorn, 


the ſoldier bleeds to defend, and the poet wears out 
life to celebrate; who claim tribute from every art 
and ſcience, and for whom alt who approach them 
endeavou to multiply delights, without requir- 


ing from them any 1 return "RE" ee to be 


Ken | 
| Surely, 


r Re Ong 


unacquainted with toil and danger, felicity muſt 


ACC. : 


experience will ſoon diſcover how eaſily thoſe are 
and tender by indulgence. He will ſoon ſee to 


no other guard than youth and beauty, aud how 
eaſily that tranquility is moleſted which can only 
be ſoothed with, the ſongs of flattery. It is im- 


nation may be able to form them, or to remove 
all inconveniencies by which elegance refined 
into impatience" may be offended. None are fo 
hard to pleaſe, as thoſe whom ſatiety of pleaſure, 
makes weary of themſelves; nor any fo* readily 
provoked, as thoſe who have been always courted 
with an emulation of civility. 

There are indeed fome ſtrokes which the envy 
of fate aims immediately at the fair. The miſtreſs 
of Catullus wept. for her ſparrow many centuries 
ago, and lapdogs will be ſometimes ſick in the 
preſent age. The moſt faſhionable brocade is 


tut may be interrupted on. the firſt day of its 
2 
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Surely, among theſe favourites of nature, thus 


have fixed her reſidence; they muſt know only 
the changes of more vivid or more gentle joys; ;. 
their life muſt always move either to the ſlow or 
ſprightly melody of the lyre of gladneſs; ; they 
can never aſſemble but to pleaſure, or retire but to 


Such would be the thoughts of every man who. 


ſhould hover at a diſtance round the world, and 
know it only by conjecture and ſpeculation. But: 


diſguſted who have been made nice by plenty, 


how many dangers power is expoſed. which has 


poflible to ſupply-wants as faſt as an idle imagi- 


ſubject to ſtains; a pinner, the pride of Bruſſels, 
may be. torn by a careleſs waſher ; a picture may 
arop from a watch ; or the triumph of a new 


14 THE RAMBLER. . 
enjoyment, and all diſtinctions of dreſs unenpect- 
edly obliterated by a general mourning. 


Such is the ſtate of every age, every ſex, and 
every condition: all have their cares, either from 


nature or from folly : and whoever therefore finds 
himſelf inclined to envy another, ſhould remem- 
ber that- he knows not the real condition which 
he deſires to obtain, but is certain that by indul- 
ging a vicious paſſion, he muſt leſſen that hap- 
os WH he thinks barons too OO”, 

e! N 
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| 8 0 nunc, Dædale, dixie, b4 
Materiam, qua fis ingenieſus, babes. 
| Poffidet in terras, er poſfidet equora Mines 
Nec tellus nefiree, nec patet unda fuge. 
Reftat iter coelo : carlo tentabimas ire, — 
Now Dædalus, behold, by fate aſſign d, 

A taſk proportion'd to thy mighty mind! 
| Unconquer'd bars on earth and ſea withſtand ; 
\ Thine, Mines, is the main, and thine the land. 

The ſkies are open—let us try the ſkies:  _, 


- e great ove, the caring * 


1 Oraliſts, like other writers, inftead of caſt- 
ing their eyes abroad in the living world, 
and endeavouring to form maxims of practice 

and new hints of theory, content their curio- 
ſity with that ſecondary knowledge which books 
afford, and think themſelves entitled to reverence 
by a new arrangement of an ancient ſyſtem, or 
new illuſtration of eftabliſhed principles. The 
ſage 


Ovꝛo, 
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ſage: precepts of the firſt inſtructors of the world 
ran{mitted from age to age with little varia- 


— 


are tr 
tion, and echoed from one author to another, nat 
perhaps without ſome lols of their original force at 


_ every repercuſſion. | 
I know not whether any other reaſon than this 
idleneſs of imitation can be aſſigned for that uni- 


form and conſtant partiality, by which ſome 


vices have hitherto eſcaped cenſure, and ſome 
virtues wanted recommendation; nor can I dif- 


cover why elſe we have been warned only againft 
part of our enemies, while the. reſt have been 
ſuffered to ſteal upon us without notice; why 


the heart has on one ſide been doubly fortified, and 


laid open on the other to the incurſiom eferrer, and. 


the ravages.of vice. 


Among the favourite nicks of moral Shak 
mation, may be numbered the miſcarriages of 


imprudent boldneſs, and the folly- of attempts 


beyond our power. Every page of every philo- 
ſopher is crowded with examples of temerity that 
ſunk under burthens which ſhe laid upon herſelf, 


and called out enemies to battle by whom ſhe was. 


deſtroyed. 

"Their remarks are too. juſt to be diſputed, and 
too ſalutary to be rejected; but there is likewiſe 
ſomE_danger leſt timorous prudence ſhould be 


inculcated, till courage and enterprize are wholly 


repreſſed, and the mind congealed in perpetual 


inactivity by the fatal influence of ie 


Fach 

mn nid, 8 carefully compare 
wy _ "ith his undertaking ; 3 for though we 
ought not to live only for our own ſakes, and 


though therefore danger or difficulty ſhould not 
TEC a 
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be avoided merely becauſe we may expoſe ourſe 


to miſery or diſgrace; yet it may be juſtly required 
of us, not to throw away our lives upon inadequate 


and hopeleſs deſigns, ſince we might, by a juſt 
eſtimate of our abilities, become more uſeful to 


| mankind. C 
There is àn irrational contempt of danger : 


which approaches nearly to the folly, if not the 


guilt, of ſuicide ; there is a ridiculous perſever- 
ance in impracticable ſchemes, which is juſtly 
puniſhed with ignominy and reproach. But in 


the wide regions of probability, which are the 


proper province of prudence and election, there 
is always room to deviate on either fide of rectitude 
without gaifhing againſt apparent abſurdity and 
according to the ihclinations of nature, or the im- 
preſſions of precept, the daring and the cautious 
may move in different directions without n 


upon raſhneſs or cowardice. 


That there is a middle path which it is every 


man's duty to find, and to keep, is unanimouſly. 
confeſſed : but it is likewiſe acknowledged that 
this middle path is fo narrow, that it cannot 


eaſily be diſcovered, and ſo little beaten, that there 
are no certain marks by which it can be follow- 


ed; the care therefore of all thoſe who conduct 
others has been, that whenever they decline into 


obliquities, they ſhould tend towards the fide of 


It can, indeed, raiſe no wonder hat, renizaity 


has been cenerally cenſured ; for it is one, of the 
vices with which few can be charged, and which 


therefore great numbers are ready- 10 condemn. 


It is the vice of noble and . generous minds, the 
exuberance of magnanimity, and the ebullition 


of 
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of genius; and is thereſore not regarded with 


much tenderneſs, becauſe it never flatters us by 
that appearance of ſoftneſs and imbecility which 
is commonly neceſſary to conciliate compaſſion. 
But if the ſame attention had been applied to the 
ſearch of arguments againſt the folly of preſup- 


poſing impoſſibilities, and anticipating fruſtration, 


I know not whether many would not have been 
rouſed to uſefulneſs, who, having been taught 
to confound pruderice with timidity, never ven- 


' tured to excel, leſt they ſhould nenn, 
fail. ; 

It is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh our own intereſt _ 
from that of others, and that diſtinction will 
-perhaps aſſiſt us in fixing the juſt Ifnits of cau- 
tion and adventurouſneſs. In an undertaking 


that involves the happineſs or the ſafety of many, 
we have certainly no right. to hazard more than 
is allowed by thoſe Who partake the danger; 


but where only ourfcives. can ſuffer by miſcar- 2 


riage, we are not confined within ſuch narrow 


limits; and ſtill leſs is the reproach of temerity, 


when numbers will receive advantage by ſucceſs, 
and only one be incommoded by failure. 

Men are generally willing to hear precepts by 
which eaſe is favoured; and as no reſentment is 


raiſed by general repreſentations of human folly, 


en in, thoſe who are moſt eminently jealous of 


comparative reputation, we confeſs, without re- 
luctance, that vain man is ignorant of his own 
. weaknels, and therefore frequently preſumes to 


attempt what he can never accompliſh ; but it 


_ _ ought likewiſe to be remembered, that man 1s 


no leſs ignorant of his own powers, and might 


| Megs have - accom mpliſhed TY FIR deſigns, 
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from attempting. 
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It is obſerved in Seer age, 
chat Power it never far from -neceſſty. The vi- 
*gour of the human mind quickly appears, when 
there is no. longer any place for doubt and heſi- 
tation, when diffidence is abſorbed in the ſenſe of 
danger, or overwhelmed by ſome refiſtleſs _ 
fron. We then ſoon Aver, that difficulty is, 
for the moſt part, the daughter of idlenefs, that 
the obſtacles with which our way ſeemed to be 


\- obſtructed were only phantoms, which we be- 


lieved real, becauſe we durſt not advance to a 
doſe examination; and we learn that it is im- 
poſſible to determine without experience how 
much er may endure, or perſevertnce 
_ youu: 5 
Put whatorer pleaſe may be found] in the re- 
view of diſtreſſes when art or courage has ſur- 
mounted them, few will be perſuaded to wiſh 
that they may be awakened by want or terror 
to the conviction of their own abilities. Every 
one ſhould therefore endeavour to invigorate 
himſelf by reaſon and reflection, and determine 
to exert the latent force that nature may have 
repoſited in him, before the hour of exigence 
comes upon him, and compulſion ſhall torture 
him to diligence. it is below the dignity of a rea- 
ſonable being to owe that ſtrength to neceflity which | 
_ ought always to act at the call of choice, or to need 
any other motive Winne than the deſire of per- 
forming his duty. 
Reflections that may drive away deſpair, can- 
not be wanting to him who confiders how much 


| IF rations Wen the ſtate of naked, 
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ciplined, uninſtructed nature. Whatever has 
cted for convenience or elegance, while it 
was yet unknown, was believed impoſſible; and 
therefore would never have been attempted, had not 
ſome, more daring than the reſt, adventured to bid 
defiance to prejudice and cenſure. Nor is there yet 
any reaſon to doubt that the ſame labour would Jo 


: ' rewarded with the fame ſucceſs. There are quali- 


ties in the products of nature yet undiſcovered, and 


combinations in the powers of art yet untried. It 


is the duty of every man to endeavour that ſome- 
thing may be added by his induſtry to the here- 


ditary aggregate of knowledge and happineſs. To 
add much can indeed be the lot of few, but to add 
fomething, however little, every one may hope ; 


and of every honeſt endeavour, it is certain, 


that, however ne it will be - at aft 


rewarded, 
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can be imparted to ſuch as want the ſenſes of hearing 
or of ſight. | 


mity of which ſhe thinks herſelf not in danger, 
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Nen fic prata nov were decentia 
AEflatis calidæ diſpoliat vapor, 
Sævit ſolftitio cum medius dies; — 2 
Ut fulpor teneris gui radiat geni t: 
Momẽnto rapitur, nullaque non dies | 
Formofs -ſpolium corporis abſtulit, 
„ Rai im bw = 0 | 
' Confidat fragili® & SENECAs | 
Not faſter in the ſummer's ray =» „„ 
The ſpring's frail beauty fades away, 
Than anguiſh and decay conſume 
The ſmiling virgin's roſy bloom. 
Some beauty's ſnatch'd each day, each _— 
For beauty is a fleeting flow'r : 
Then how can wiſdom e'er  confide 


In beauty's momentary pride? " ELPHINSTON, 


To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 


OU have very lately obſerved that in the nu- 

* merous ſubdiviſions of the world, every claſs - 
and order of mankind have joys and ſorrows of their 
own; we all feel hourly pain and pleaſure from 
events which paſs unheeded before other eyes, but 
can ſcarcely communicate our perceptions to minds 
preoccupied by different objects, any more than the +. 
delight of well-diſpoſed colours or harmonious ſounds 


Tam fo ſtrongly convinced of the ;uſtneſs of this 
remark, and have on fo many occaſions diſcovered 
with how little attention pride looks upon cala- 


and indolence liſtens to complaint when it is not 
echoed by her own W that . I 
am 


* 
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am abdut to lay the occurrences of my. life before 
you, I queſtion whether you will condeſcend to per- 
uſe my narrative, or without the help of ſome female 


' ſpeculatiſt to be able to underſtand it, 


I was born a beauty. From the dawn of reaſon I . 
had my regard turned wholly upon myſelf, nor can 
recollect any thing earlier than praiſe and admira- 


tion. My mother, whoſe face had luckily adyanced, 


her to.a condition above her birth, thought no evil 
ſo great as deformity. She had not the power of 
imagining any other defect than a cloudy com- 
plexion, or diſproportionate features; and there- 
fore contemplated me as an aſſemblage of all that 
could raiſe envy or deſire, and predicted with tri- 


- umphant fondneſs the extent of my * and 


the number of my ſlaves. | 
She never mentioned any of my young Scquaint= | 
ance before me, but to remark how much they fell 
belo . my perfection; how one would have had a 
fine .ce but that her eyes were without luſtre ; how 
anol er ſtruck the fight at a diſtance, but vated 
my hair and teeth at a nearer view; another diſ- 
grac2d an elegant ſhape with a brown ſkin; ſome. 
had ſhort fingers, 2 others dimples in a wrong 
la e. 
: As ſhe expected no happineſs nor advantage but 


from beauty, ſhe thought nothing . but beauty 


worthy of her care; and her maternal kindneſs 
was Chiefly exerciſed in contrivances to protect me 
from any accident that might deface me with a 
ſcar, or ftain me with a freckle : ſhe never thought 
me ſufficiently ſhaded from the ſun, or ſcreened 


from the fire.' She was ſevere or indulgent. with 


no other intention than the preſervation of my 
n; ſne excuſed me from work, leſt I ſhould 
* | learn 
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ww. 
learn-to hang down my head, or harden my. finger 
with a needle ; ſhe ſnatched away my book, becauſe 
à young lady-i in the neighbourhood had made her 
eyes red with reading by a candle ; but ſhe would 
| — ſuffer me to eat, leſt I ſhould ſpoil my 
ſhape, nor to walk leſt I ſhould ſwell my ancle 
with a ſprain. At night I was accurately ſurveyed 
from head to foot, left I ſhould have ſuffered any di- 
minution of my charms in the adventures of the day; 
and was never permitted to ſleep, till I had paſſed 
through the coſmetick diſcipline, part of which was 


a regular Juſtration performed with bean-flower 


| water and May-dews ; my hair was perfumed with 
variety of unguents, by ſome of which it was to 
be thickened, and by others to be curled. The 
' ſoftneſs of my hands was, ſecured by medicated 
| gloves, and my boſom rubbed with a pomade pre- 
pared by my mother, of virtue to diſcuſs pim ples, 
and clear diſcolorations. 

I was always called up early, becauſe the morning 
air gives a freſhneſs to the-cheeks ; but I was placed 
behind a curtain in my mother's chamber, becauſe 
the neck is eaſily tanned by the riſing ſun. I was 
then dreſſed with a thouſand precautiens, and 
again heard my own praiſes, and triumphed in 
the compliments and prognoſtications of all that 
approached me. _ 

My mother was not ſo much orepolliſed with 
an opinion of my natural excellencies as not to 
think ſome. cultivation neceſſary to their completion. 
She took care that I ſhould want none of the ac- 
compliſhments included in female education, or 

conſidered neceſſary in faſhionable life. I was 
looked upon in my ninth year as the chief orna- 
ment 2 the * 8 ball, and Mr. Ariet © 

8 uſes 
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uſed to reproach his other ſcholars with m̃y perform 
ances on the harpſichord. At twelve I was remark- 
able for playing my cards with great elegance of 
manner, and accuracy of judgment. | 
At laſt the time came when my mother: thought 
me perfect in my exerciſes, and qualified to diſplay 
in the open world thoſe accompliſhments which” 


had yet only been diſcovered in ſelect parties, or 


domeſtick aſſemblies. Preparations were therefore 
made for my appearance on a publick night, which 
ſhe conſidered as the moſt important and critical 
moment of my life. She cannot be charged with 


neglecting any means of recommendation, or leav- 


| ing any thing to chance which prudence could aſcer- 


tain. Every ornament was tried in every poſition, 
every friend was conſulted about the colour of my 
dreſs, and the mantuamakers were haraſſed with di- 
rections and alterations. | 
At laſt the night arrived from which my fature 
life was to be reckoned. I was dreſſed and ſent out 
to conquer, with a heart beating like that of an old 
knight-errant at his firſt ſally. Scholars have told 
me of a Spartan matron, who, when ſhe armed her 
ſon for battle,” bade him bring back his ſhield, or be 


brought upon it. My venerable parent diſmiſſed 


me to a field, in her opinion of equal glory, with a 


command to ſhew that I was her daughter, and not | 


to return without a lover. 

I went, and was received like other alas no- 
velties with a tumult of applauſe, Every man who 
valued himſelf upon the graces of his perſon, or the 
elegance of his addreſs, crowded about me, and wit 
and fplender contended for my notice, I was de- 
lightfully fatigued with inceſſant civilities, which 
you's made more pleaſing by the apparent envy ot 

H 3 thoſe 


pi | 
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_ thoſe whom my. preſence expoſed to neglect, and 
returned with an attendant equal in rank and wealth 
to my utmoſt wiſhes, and from this time ſtood in 
the firſt rank of beauty, was. followed by gazers in 
the Mall, celebrated in the papers of the day, imi- 
tated by all who endeavoured to riſe into faſhion, 
and cenſured by thoſe whom age- or diſappointment 
forced to retire. 

My mother, who pleaſed herſelf with the begin 
4 ſeeing my exaltation, dreſſed me with all the 
exuberance of finery; and when ] repreſented to her 
that a fortune might be expected proportionate to 
my appearance, told me that ſhe ſhould ſcorn the 
reptile who could enquire after the fortune of a girl 
like me. She adviſed me to proſecute my victories, 
and time would certainly bring me a captive who 
might deſerve the honour of being enchained for 
ever. 0 
My lovers were 1 that I had 
no other care than that of determining to whom [1 
ſhould ſeem to give the preference. But having 
been ſteadily and induſtriouſly inſtructed to pre- 
ſerve my heart from any impreſſions which might 
hinder me from conſulting my intereſt, I acted with 
leſs embarraſſment, becauſe my choice was regulated 
by principles more clear and certain than the caprice 
of approbation. When Thad ſingled out one from 
the reſt as more worthy of encouragement, I pro- 
ceeded in my meaſures by the rules of art; and 
yet when the ardour of the firſt viſits was ſpent, 
generally found a ſudden declenſion of my influence ; 
I felt in myſelf the want of ſome power to diverſify 
amuſement, and enliven converſation, could 
not but ſuſpect that my mind failed in 
We: W This opinion was ſoon 
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confirmed by one of my lovers, who married: La- 
vinia with leſs beauty and fortune than mine, 
becauſe he thought a = ought to have ' qualities 


which might make her amiable when her n 


was paſt. 
The vanity of my mothes would not ſuffer her to 


diſcover any defect in one that had been formed by 
her inſtructions, and had all the excellence which 


ſhe herſelf could boaſt. She told me that nothing 


ſo much hindered the advancement of women as 


literature and wit, which generally frightened away 
thoſe that could make the beſt ſettlements, and drew 


about them a needy tribe of poets and philoſophers, 


that filled their heads with wild notions of content, 
and contemplation, and virtuous obſcurity. She 
therefare enjoined me to improve my minuet ſtep 


with a new French dancing-maſter, and wait the 
event of the next birth-night. 


g 


I had now almoſt completed my nineteenth year: 
if my charms had loſt any of their ſoftneſs, it was 


more than compenſated by additional dignity ; ; and 


if the attractions of innocence were impaired, their 


place was ſupplied by the arts of allurement, I was 


therefore preparing for a new attack, without any 


abatement of my confidence, when, in the midſt 
of my hopes and ſchemes, I was ſeized by that 


- dreadful malady which has fo often put a ſudden end 
to the tyranny of beauty. I recovered my health 
after a long confinement ; but when TI looked again 

on that face which had been often fluſhed with 
tranſport at its own reflexion, and ſaw all that I had 
learned to value, all that I had endeavoured to im- 


prove, all that had procured me honours or praiſes, 
irrecoverably deſtroyed, I ſunk at once into melan- 


choly and f# omar om My pain was not much 
H 4 conſoled 
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conſoled or alleviated by my mother, who grieved 


chat I had not loſt my liſe together with. my beauty, 


and declared, that ſhe thought a young woman. 
diveſted of her charms, had nothing for which thoſe 
who loved her could deſire to fave. her from the 


grave. 
Favuing thus a; my relation to the period. 


| from which my life took anew courſe, I ſhall con- 


clude it in another letter, if by publiſhing this you; 

* any, thefts for the correſpondence. of, 
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5 ee accede deiſqhue, „ 
Et cole felices; miſerps - ſage. Sidrra cs en eta 
Dy difant, flamna mari, fic utile refto,' Teer 
Still follow where auſpicious fates invite; * 
Careſs the happy, and the wretched flight. 

| Sooner ſhall j jarring elements unite, £ Fob 
| Thin truth with gal, than Wren gr nher. e 
| F. LEWIS: 


"HERE is ſcarcely any: 88 which 
_ amidſt the innumerable varieties of inclina- 
890, that nature or accident have ſcattered in the 


- world, we find greater numbers concurring than in 


the wiſh for riches ; a wiſh. indeed ſo prevalent that 
it may be conſidered as univerſal and tranſcendental, 

as the deſire in which all other deſires are included, 
and . of which the various purpoſes which actuate 
mankind are only ſubordinate Pres and difterent 


Wem 
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Wealth i is the general center of inclination, the 
point to which all minds preſerve an invariable ten- 


dency, from which they afterwards .diverge in 
numberleſs directions. Whatever is the remote or 
ultimate deſign, the immediate care is to be rich; 

and in whatever enjoyment we intend finally to ac- 
quieſce, we ſeldom conſider it as attainable but by -- 


the means of money. Of wealth therefore all 
unanimouſly confeſs the value, nor is there ny diſ- 
agreement but about the uſe. | 

Noa deſire can be formed which riches 72 — 
aſſiſt to gratify. He that places his happineſs in 
ſplendid equipage or numerous dependants, in 
refined praiſe or popular acclamations, in the ac- 
e e of curioſities or the revels of luxury, 
in ſplendid edifices or wide plantations, muſt ſtill 


either by birth or acquiſition poſſeſs riches. They 


may be conſidered as the elemental principles of 


pleaſure, which may be combined with endleſs 


diverſity-; as the eſſential and neceſſary ſubſtance, 


of which only the form is left to be adjuſted * 


choice. 


The neceſſity of riches being thus apparent, it is 
not wonderful that almoſt every mind has been em- 


ployed in endeavours to acquire them; that multi- 
tudes have vied in arts by which life is furniſhed with 
accommodations, and which therefore mankind oy 
reaſonably be expected to reward. 

It had indeed been happy, if this oma 
appetite had operated only in concurrence: with 
virtue, by influencing none but thoſe who were 
zealous to deſerve what they were eager to poſſeſs, 
and had abilities to improve their own fortunes. 


by contributing to the eaſe or happineſs of others. 


To have riches and to have merit would then 
H 5 5 have 
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t54 THE RAMBLER; N. 131. 
have been the fame, and ſucceſs might reaſonably 
| have been conſidered às a proof of excellence. 
| But we do not find that any of the wiſhes of men 
keep a ſtated proportion to their powers of attain- 
ment. Many envy and deſire wealth, who can 
never procure it by honeſt induſtry or uſeful know- 
ledge. They therefore turn their eyes about to exa- 
mine what other methods can be found of gaining 
that which none, however impotent or I, 
will be content to want. 

A little enquiry will diſcover that there are 
nearer ways to profit than through the intricacies 
of art, or up the ſteeps of labour; what wiſdom 
and virtue ſcarcely receive at the Cloſe of life, as 
the recompence of long toil and repeated efforts, 
is brought within the reach of ſubtilty and Ahe 
neſty by more expeditious and compendious mea- 
ſures: the wealth of credulity is an open prey to 
falſchood; and the poſſeſſions of ignorance and imbe- 
cility are eaſily ſtolen away by the conveyances 
of ſecret artifice, or ſeized by the gripe of unre- 
ſiſted violence. 

It is likewiſe not hard to diſcover, that riches 
always procure protection for themſelves, that 
they dazzle the eyes of enquiry, divert the celeri- 
ty of purſuit, or appeaſe the ferocity of vengeance. 

en any man is inconteſtably known to have 
large poſſeſſions, very few think it requiſite to 
enquire by what practices they were obtained; 
the reſentment of mankind rages only againſt the 
ſtruggles of feeble and timorous corruption, but 
- when it has ſurmounted the firſt oppoſition, it is 
afterwards ſupported by favour, and animated by 
ee The 


wa THE'FANELER. oy 
The proſpect of gaining ſpeedily what is ardently 


1 and the certainty of obtaining: by every | 


acceſſion of. advantage an addition of ſecurity, have 
ſo far prevailed upon the paſſions of mankind, 
that the peace of life is deſtroyed by a general and 
inceſlant ſtruggle for riches. It is obſerved of 


gold, by an old epigrammatiſt, that 10 Baue it is 


to be in fear, and to want- it is to be in ſorrow. 
There is no condition which is not diſquieted 
either with the care of gaining or of keeping money; 
and the race of man may be divided in a political 
eſtimate between thoſe who are practiſing fraud, 
and thoſe who are repelling it. 


| IF we conſider the preſent ſtate of the world, it 
will be found, that all confidence is loſt among 


mankind, that no man ventures . to act, where 
money can be endangered, upon the faith of 


another. It is impoſſible to ſee the long ſcrolls 


in which every contract is included, with all their 
appendages of ſeals and atteſtation, without won 
dering at .the depravity of thoſe beings, who muſt 


be reſtrained from violation of promiſe by ſuch 


formal and publick evidences, and precluded from 
equivocation and ſubterfuge by, ſuch punctilious 
minuteneſs. Among all. the ſatires to which folly 
and wickedneſs have given occaſion, none is equally 
ſevere with a bond or a ſettlement. . 

Of the various arts by which riches. may he 
obtained, the greater part are at the firſt view irre- 
concileable with the laws of virtue; ſome are 


openly flagitious, and practiſed not only in ne- 
glect, but in defiance of faith and juſtice; and 


the reſt are on every ſide ſo entangled with dubi- 


ous tendencies, and ſo beſet with perpetual tempt- 
ations, that very few, even of thoſe who are not 
yet 
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yet abandoned, are able to preſerve their innocence, | 
or can produce; any other claim to pardon than thab 
they have deviated from the right leſs than othersz 
and have  ſoqner e a n i 
unn. 2 

One of the chief charaQterifticks: "of the golden | 
age, of the age in which neither care nor danger 
had intruded- on mankind, is the community of 
poſſeſſions: ſtrife and fraud were totally excluded, 
and every turbulent paſſion. was ſtilled by plenty 
and equality. Such were indeed happy times, 
but ſuch times can return no more. Community 
of poſſeſſion muſt inelude ſpontaneity of produc- 


tion; for what is obtained by labour will be of 


right the property of him ms whoſe labour it is 
gained. And while a rightful claim to pleaſure or 
10 affluence. muſt be procured. either by. low in- 
duſtry or uncertain hazard, there will always be 
multitudes whom cowardice or impatience incite 
to more ſafe and more ſpeedy: methods, who ſtrive 
to pluck the fruit without cultivating the tree, and 


to ſhare the E 


ing the danger of the battle. 


In later ages, the conviction of the a to 
which virtue is expoſed while the mind continues 
open to the influence of riches, has determined 

many to vows of perpetual poverty; they have 
ſuppreſſed deſire by cutting off the poſſibility of 
gratification, and ſecured their peace by deſtroy- 
ing the enemy whom they had no hope of redu- 
eing to quiet ſubjection. But by debarring them. 
ſelves from evil, they have reſcinded many oppor- 
tunities of good; they have too often- funk into 


1 7 —  uſcleſineſs ; and N they have 


rn 


T 
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forborn to injure ſociety, _ not fully'paid theis 


; While riches. are. Ao ——— to preſet, .conve- . 


nience, and ſo much more eaſily obtained by 


erimes than virtues, the mind can only be ſecured 


from yielding. to the continual impulſe of covet- 
ouſneſs by the preponderation of unchangeable 
and eternal motives. Gold will turn the intellec- - . 
tual balance, when weighed only againſt reputa- 


tion; but will be light and ineffectual when the 


oppolite ſcale is a unn veracity, _ 
p 2... BY. 
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| 5 imitandis . Wo” ; 
Tur pibus ac provis omnes fin. 35 Jux, 


The mind of mortals, in perverſeneſs frong, | 
| Imbibes with dire * the wrong. 


Toth R AMBL ER. 
Mr. RamBLER, 

Was bred a-ſcholar, and after the uſd ans 

of education, found it neceſlary to employ for 


— 
- 


** 
. - 


| the ſupport of life that learning which I had almoſt - 


exhauſted my little fortune in acquiring. The 
lucrative profeſſions drew my regard with equal - 
attraction; each preſented ideas which excited mx 


curioſity, and each impoſed duties which, terrified. 
my apprehenſion. 


There is no temper more ben bm to * 7 


reſt than deſultory application and unlimited en- 


Jurys by which he. deſires are held in a perpetual 
2007 1 n | 
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| equipoiſe, and the mind fluctuates between diffe- 
rent purpoſes without determination. I had books 


of every kind round me, among which I divided - 


my time as Caprice or accident directed. I often 
ſpent the firſt hours of the day, in conſidering to 
what ſtudy I ſhould devote the reſt; and at laſt 
ſnatched up an author that lay upon the table, or 
perhaps fled to a coffee-houſe for deliverance from 
the anxiety of irreſolution, pe ee of 
ſolitude. 

Thus my little patrimony grew imperceptibly 


leſs, till I was rouſed from my literary ſlumber by 


a creditor, whoſe importunity obliged me to pacify 
him with ſo large a fum, that what remained was 


not ſufficient to ſupport me more than eight 


months. I hope you will not reproach me with 
* avarice or cowardice, if I acknowledge that I now 


thought myſelf in danger of diſtreſs, and obliged 
to endeavour after ſome certain competence. 

There have been heroes of negligence, who 
have laid the price of their laſt acre in a drawer, 
and, without the leaſt interruption of their tran- 
quillity or abatement of their expences, taken out 
one piece after another, till there was no more 
remaining. But:Lwas wothures to ſuch dignity of 
im 
neceflities of life: I therefore immediately engaged 
my friends to procure me a little employment, 
which might ſet me free from the dread of poverty, 
and afford me time to plan out ſome final ſcheme 


of laſting advantage. 
My friends were ſtruck with honeſt folicitude, 


and immediately promiſed their endeavours for 
my extrication. They did not ſuffer their kind- 


- hy 
nels to languiſh by delay, but proſecuted their 
7 enquiries 


or ſuch exaltation above the cares and 
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enquiries with ſuch ſucceſs, that in leſs than a 
b 
contrariety of proſpects. 

I had however no time for long. iſh of con- 
ſideration; and therefore ſoon ' reſolved to accept 
the office of inſtructing a young nobleman in the 
houſe of his father: I went to the feat at which 
the family then happened to reſide, was received 
with great politeneſs, and invited to enter imme- 
diately on my charge. The terms offered were 


ſuch as I ſhould willingly have accepted, though 
— had allowed me greater liberty of 


— 


— the reſpect with which I was treated flat- 
tered my vanity ; and perhaps the ſplendor of the 
apartments, and the luxury of the table, were not 
wholly without their influence. I immediately 
- cn with the propoſals, and received the 
young lord into my care. 

Having no deſire to gain more than I ſhould 
truly deſerve, I very diligently proſecuted my un- 
dertaking, and had the ſatisfaction of diſcovering 
in my pupil a flexible temper, a quick apprehen- 
ſion, and a retentive memory. I did not much 
doubt that my care would, in time, produce a wiſe 
and uſeful counſellor to the ftate, though my 
labours were ſomewhat obſtructed by want of 
authority, and the neceſſity of complying with the 
freaks of negligence, and of waiting patiently for 
the lucky moment of voluntary attention. To a 
man, whoſe imagination was filled with the dig. 
nity of knowledge, and to whom a ſtudious life 
had made all the common amuſements infipid and 
contemptible, it was not very eaſy to ſuppreſs his 
. indignation, when he faw himſelf forſaken in the 
midſt of his lecture, for an opportunity to catch 

; | an 
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an inſect, and found his inſtructons debarred from 


acceſs to the intellectual faculties, by the memory 
of a chli — or the deſire of a new . 


thing. 

T * vexations 3 eee les fe- 
quently, had not his mamma, by entreating at 
one time that he ſhould be excuſed from a taſł as 
a reward for ſome petty compliance, and withhold- 
ing him from his book at another, to gratify her- 
ſelf or her viſitants with his vivacity, / ſhewn him 
that every thing was more pleaſing and more im- 
portant than knowledge, and that ftudy was to be 
endured rather than choſen, and was only the bufi- 
ils of hole bun which yeeatare eſt anos." auf 
diſcipline uſurped. + 
I I thought it my. duty to complain, in tender 
terms, of theſe frequent avocations; but was an- 
ſwered, that rank and fortune might reaſonably 

for ſome indulgence; that the retardation of 
my pupil's progreſs would not be imputed to any 
negligence or inability of mine; and that with the 
ſucceſs which ſatisfied every body elſe, I might 
ſurely ſatisfy myſelf. I had now done my duty, 
and without more remonſtrances continued to 
inculcate my precepts whenever : they could be 
- heard, gained every day new influence, and found 
chat by degrees my ſcholar began to feel the quick 
impulſes of curioſity, and the honeſt ardour of * 
dious ambition. 

At length & ni as LI 
London. The lady had too much fondneſs for her 
ſon to live five months without him, and too high 
an m— of his wit and learning to refuſe her 
vanity. the. gratification of exhibiting him to the 
publick. I remonſtrated againſt too early. an ac- 
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acquaintance with cards and company; but with a 
ſoft contempt of my ignorance and, pedantry, ſhe 
ſaid that he had been already confined: too long. ta 
ſolitary ſtudy, and it. was now time to ſhew-him the 
world; nothing. was more a brand of meanneſs than 
baſhful timidity; gay freedom and elegant aſſurance 
were only to be gained by mixed converſation, a 


frequent intercourſe with ſtrangers, and a timely 


introduction to ſplendid aſſemblies; - and ſhe had 
more than once obſerved, that his forwardneſs and 
complaiſance began to deſert him, that he was ſilent 
when he had not ſomething of conſequence. to. ſay, 
bluſhed whenever he happened to. find himſelf. miſ- 
taken, and hung down. his head in. the preſence of 
the ladies, without the readineſs of. reply, and activity 
of officiouſneſs remarkable in young gentlemen . 


are bred in London. 
5 Again I found reſiſtance hopeleſs, 2 
thought it proper to comply. We entered vr 


coach, and in four days were placed in the gayeſt 
and moſt magnificent region of the town. Y 
pupil who had for ſeveral years lived at a remote 


feat, was immediately dazzled with a thouſand 


beams of novelty and ſhow.. His imagination was 


filled with the perpetual tumult of pleaſure that 


paſſed before him, and it was impoſlible to allure 


Tim from. the window, or. to, overpower, by any 
charm of eloquence the rattle of coaches, and thę 


ſounds which echoed from the doors in the neigh- 


| bourhood. In three days his attention, which he: 


began to regain, was diſturbed by a rich ſuit, in. 
which he was equipped for the reception of com- 
pany, and which, having been long accuſtomed to. 
a. plain dreſs, be could not at firſt ſurvey without: 


ecſtacy. 
The: 


— 
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" "The be of "the family was now. formally | 


notified; every hour of every day brought more 
intimate or more diſtant acquaintances to the door; 
and my pupil was .indifcriminately- introduced to 
all, that he might accuſtom himſelf to change of 
faces, and be rid with ſpeed of his ruſtick diffi- 
dence. He ſoon endeared himſelf to his mother by 
the ſpeedy acquiſition: or recovery of her darling 
qualities; his eyes ſparkle at a numerous aſſembly, 
and his heart dances at the mention of a ball. He 
bas at once caught the infection of high life, and 


has no other teſt of principles or actions than the 


quality of thoſe to whom they are aſcribed. He 
begins already to look down on me with ſuperiority, . 
and ſubmits to one ſhort leſſon in a week, as an act 
of condeſcenſion rather than obedience ; for he is 
of opinion, that no tutor is properly qualified who 
cannot fpeak French; and having formerly learned 
_ a few familiar phraſes from his ſiſter's governefs, he 
is ee day ſoliciting his mamma to procure him a 

ſoreign footman, that he may grow polite by his 
converſation. I am not yet inſulted, but find my- 
ſelf likely to become fog a ſuperfluous i incum- 
brance, for my ſcholar has now no time for ſcience, 
or for virtue: and the lady yeſterday declared him 
fo much the favourite of every company, that ſhe 
was afraid he would not have an hour in the day to 
dance and fence, 
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my mother, who was inceflantly ringing the knell 
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Magna quidem ſacris que dat præcepta libellis | 
 Piitrix fortune ſapientia. Dicimus autem 
Hos quoque felices, gui ferre incommoda viræ, iN 
| Nec jactare jugum vit didicere magiſtrd. e 


Let Stoicks ethicks haughty rules advance 

To combat fortune, and to conquer chance: 

Yet happy thoſe, though not ſo learn d are thought, 

Whom life inftrats, who by experience taught, 

For new to come from paſt misfortunes look, 

Nor ſhake the yoke, which galls the more *tis ſhook. 
CREECH. 


: To the RAMBLER. 
A&R 3 
OU „ et——— 

letter, that you think the life of Vicboria not 


wholly unworthy of the notice of a philoſopher : 
I ſhall therefore continue my narrative, without 


any apology for unimportance which you have 


digifed, or for inaccuracies which you are to 
correct. 


When my life appeared to be no longer i in dan- 
ger, and as much of my ftrength was recovered as 
enabled me to bear the agitation of a coach, I was 
placed at a lodging in a neighbouring village, to 
which my mother diſmiſſed me with a faint em- 
brace, having repeated her command not to expoſe 
my face too ſoon to the ſun or wind, and told me, 
that with care I might perhaps become tolerable 


again. The profpe& of being tolerable had very 


little power to elevate the imagination of one who 
had fo long been accuſtomed to praiſe and ecſtacy; 
but it was ſome ſatisfaction to be ſeparated from 


_ 
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of departed beauty, and never entered my room 
without the whine of condolance, or the growl 
of anger. She often wandered over. my face, as 
travellers over the ruins, of a celebrated city, to 
note every place which had once been remarkable 
for a happy feature. She condeſcended to viſit my 
retirement, but always left me more melancholy; 
for / after a thouſand trifling-enquiries about my diet, 
and a minute examination of my looks, ſhe gene- 
rally concluded with a ſigh, that [ſhould never more 

be fit to be ſeen. | 

At laſt I was permitted to deten da but 
found no great improvement of my condition; 
for I was impriſoned in my chamber as a crimi- 
nal, whoſe appearance would diſgrace my friends, 
and condemned to be tortured into new beauty. 
Every experiment which the officiouſneſs of folly 
eould communicate, or the credulity of ignorance 
admit, was tried upon me. Sometimes I was oo- 
vered with emollients, by which it was expected 
that all the ſcars would be filled, and my cheeks 
plumped up to their former ſmoothneſs; and ſome- 
times I was puniſhed with artificial einde, 
in hopes of gaining new graces with a new ſkin. 
The coſmetick ſcience was exhauſted upon me; 
but who. can repair the ruins of nature? My mo- 
ther was forced to give me reſt at laſt, and abandon 
me to the fate of a fallen toaſt, whoſe fortune ſhe 
conſidered as a hopeleſs game, no * worthy 
of ſolicitude or attention. 

The condition of a young... woman who has 
never thought or heard of any other excellence 
than beauty, and whom. the ſudden blaſt of diſeaſe 
wrinkles in her bloom, is indeed ſufficiently. cala- 
mitous. She is at once deprived of all that yo 2 
20 er 
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her eminence or power; of all that elated her pride, 
or animated her activity ; all that filled her days 
with pleaſure, and her nights with hope; all that 
gave gladneſs to the preſent hour, or brightened 
her proſpects of futurity. It is perhaps not in the 
power of a man whoſe attention has been divided 
by diverſity of purſuits, and who has not been 
accuſtomed to derive from others much of his 
happineſs, to image to himſelf ſuch helpleſs deſti- 
tution, ſuch diſmal inanity. Every object of pleaf- 
ing contemplation is at once ſnatched away, and 
the ſoul finds every receptacle of ideas empty, or 
filled only with the memory of joys that can re- 
turn no more. All is gloomy privation, or impo- 
potent deſire ; the faculties of anticipation ſlumber 
in def -ondency, or the powers of. pleaſure mutiny | 
for employment. 
I was fo little able to find entertainment for 
myſelf, that I was forced in a ſhort time to venture 
abroad, as the ſolitary ſavage is driven by hunger 
from his cavern. 1 entered with all the humility of 
diſgrace into aſſemblies, where I had lately ſoarkled 
with gaiety, and towered with triumph. I was not 
wholly without hope, that dejection had miſre- 
preſented me to myſelf, and that the remains of 
my former face might yet have ſome attraction and 
influence: But the firſt circle of viſits convinced 
me, that my reign was at an end; that life and 
death were no longer in my hands; that I was no 
more to practiſe the glance of command, or the 
frown of prohibition.; to receive the tribute of 
ſighs and praiſes, or be ſoothed with the gentle 
murmurs of amorous timidity. My opinion was 
now unheard, and my propoſals were unregarded; 
the narrowneſs of my knowledge, and the mean- 
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neſs of my ſentiments, were eaſily diſcovered, 
' when the eyes were no longer engaged againſt the 
judgment; and it was obſerved, by thoſe who had 


formerly been charmed with my vivacious loqua- 


city, that my underſtanding was impaired as well as 
my face, and that I was no longer qualified to fill 


a place in any company but a party at cards. 

It is ſcarcely to be imagined how ſoon the mind 
ſinks to a level with the condition. I, who had 

long conſidered all who approached me as vaſſals 
condemned to regulate their pleaſures by my eyes, 
and haraſs their inventions for my entertainment, 
was in leſs than three weeks reduced to receive a 
ticket with profeſſions of obligation ; to catch with 
_ eagerneſs at a compliment; and to watch with 


all the anxiouſneſs of dependance, left any little 


civility that, was paid me ſhould ond unacknows 
ledged. | 

Though the negligence of the men was not very 
pleaſing when compared with vows and adoration, 
yet it was far more ſupportable than the inſolence 
of my own ſex. For the firſt ten months after 
my return into the world, I never entered a ſingle 
houſe in which the memory of my downfal was 
not revived. At one place I was congratulated on 
my eſcape with life; at another I heard of the 
benefits of early inoculation ; by ſome I have been 
told in expreſs terms, that I am not yet without 
my charms; others have whiſpered at my en- 
trance, Chis is the celebrated beauty. One told 


me of a waſh that would ſmooth the ſkin; and 


another offered me her chair that I might not front 
the light. Some ſoothed me with the obſervation 
that none can tell how ſoon my caſe may be her 


own; and ſome thought it proper to receive me 
with 
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with mournful tenderneſs, formal condolance, and 
conſolatory blandiſhments. 

Thus was I every day haraſſed with all the ſtra- 
tagems of well-bred malignity ; yet inſolence was 
more tolerable than ſolitude, and I therefore per- 
ſiſted to keep my time at the doors of my ac- 
quaintance, without gratifying them with any ap- 
pearance of reſentment or depreſſion. I expected 
that their exultation would in time vapour away; 
that the joy of their ſuperiority would end with its 
novelty ; ; and that T ſhould be ſuffered to glide along 
in my preſent form among the nameleſs multitude, 
whom nature never intended to excite envy or ads 
miration, nor enabled to delight the eye or inflame 
the heart. 

This was naturally to be expected, and this 1 
began to experience. But when I was no lo | 
agitated by the perpetual ardour of reſiſtance and 
effort of perſeverance, I found more ſenſibly the 
want of thoſe entertainments which had formerly 
delighted me; the day roſe upon me without an 
engagement, and the evening cioſed in its natural 
gloom, without ſummoning me to a concert or a 
ball. None had any care to find amuſements for me, 
and I had no power of amuſing myſelf. Idleneſs 
expoſed me to melancholy, and life began to languiſh 
in motionleſs indifference. 

Miſery and ſhame are nearly allied. It was not 
without many ſtruggles that 1 prevailed on myſelf 
to confeſs my uneaſineſs to Euphemia, the only 

friend who had never pained me with comfort or 
with pity. I at laſt laid my calamities before her, 
rather to eaſe my heart than receive aſſiſtance. 
We muſt diſtinguiſh, faid ſhe, my Victoria, 
© thoſe evils which are impoſed by providence, 
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_ ©. from thoſe to which we ourſelves give the 
x power of hurting us. Of your calamity, a ſmall 
* 2 part is the infliction of Heaven, the reſt is little 
4 more than the corroſion of idle diſcontent. You 
< have loſt that which may indeed-ſometimes con- 


4 tribute to happineſs, but to which happineſs is 


© by no means inſeparably annexed. You have 


* Joſt what the greater number of the human race 


< never have poſſeſſed; what thofe on whom it is be- 
< ſtowed for the moſt part poſſeſs in vain; and what 
< you, while it was yours, knew not how to uſe : 


J c You have only loſt early what the laws of nature 


* forbid you to keep long, and have loſt it while 
* your mind is yet flexible, and while you have 
< time to ſubſtitute more valuable and more durable 


be excellencies. Conſider yourſelf, my Vidloria, 
“ nas a being born to know, to reaſon, and to act; 


< riſe at once from your dream of melancholy to 
< wiſdom and to piety ; you will find that there are 


E other charms than thoſe of beauty, and er 


* joys _—_— praiſe of fools.” 
Ian, SIR, Ee, 
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Nuit kit, ns Hero — 


Tempora Di ſuperi Hon. 


Who knows if Heav'n, with ever-bounteous pow'r, 


Shall add 2 to the preſent hour? FRANCIS: 


1 SAT yeſterday morning employed in deliberating 
a on which, among the various ſubjects that oc- 
curred to my imagination, I ſhould beſtow the 


paper of to-day. After a ſhort effort of meditation 
by which nothing was determined, I grew every 


moment more irreſolute, my d wandered from 


the firſt intention, and I rather wiſhed to think, 


than thought, upon any ſettled ſubject; till at laſt . 
I was awakened from this dream of ſtudy by a ſum. 
mons from the preſs : the time was come for which 


I had been thus negligently purpoſing to provide, 
and, however dubious or uggiſh, I was now neceſ- 
ſitated to write. 

Though to a writer whoſe Aden is ſo compre- 
henſive and miſcellaneous, that he may accommo- 
date himſelf with a topick from every ſcene of life, 
or view of nature, it is no great aggravation of his 
taſk to be obliged to a ſudden compoſition ; yet I 
could not forbear to reproach myſelf for having fo 


long neglected what was unavoidably to be done, 


and of which every moment's idleneſs increaſed the 
difficulty. There was however ſome pleaſure in 
refleting that I, who had only trifled till diligence 
was neceſſary, might ſtill congratulate myſelf upon 
my ſuperiority. to multitudes, who have trifled till 
diligence is vain ; who can by no degree of acti- 
vity or reſolution recover the opportunities which 

Vol. III. I have 
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13H have fipped away; and who are condemned by 
1 their 0wn careleſneſs to hopeleſs calamity and barren 
1 ſorrow. 

The folly ab allowing ourſelves: to-delay- what 
wwe know cannot be finally eſcaped;. i is one of the 
ge neral weakneſſes, which, in ſpite of the inſtruc- 

tion of. moraliſts,, and the remonſtrancos of rea- 
ſon, prevail to a greater or leſs degree in every 
mind: even they who moſt ſteadily - withſtand 
it, find it, if not the moſt violent, the moſt 
*tinacious of their paſſions, always renewing, 
"its. attacks, and though often vanquiſhed, never 
deſtroyed. | 
It is indeed natural to have particular regard to 
the time preſent, and to be moſt ſolicitous for 
that which is by its nearneſs enabled to make the 
ſtrongeſt impreſſions. When therefore any ſharp 
pain is to be ſuffered, or any formidable danger 
to be incurred, we can ſcarcely exempt ourſelves 
wholly from the ſeducements of imagination ; we 
zeadily believe that another day will bring . 
ſupport or advantage which we now want; and 


are eaſily perſuaded, that the moment of neceſſity | 4 
| which we deſire never to arriy e, is at a great | 
diſtance from us. Þ: 
Thus life is languiſhed away in the gloom of . pr 
anxiety, and conſumed in colle ecting reſolution | 1, 
which the next morning diipates ; in forming F 
purpoſes which we ſcarcely hope to keep, and f 
reconciling ourſelves to our own cowardice by | ir. 
excuſes, which, while we admit them, we know * 
to be abſurd. Our firmneſs is by the continual 
contemplation of miſery hourly. impaired ; every "0 
ſubmiſſion to our fear enlarges its dominion; we bs 
not only walte that time in which the evil We 5 
dead 
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uread might” have been ſuffered and ſurmounted, but 
even where procraſtination produces no vos 
increaſe of our difficulties, make them leſs ſuperable- 
to ourſelves by habitual terrors. When evils cans 

not be avoided, it is wiſe to contract the interval df: 


: ann to meet the miſchiefs which will over- 


take us if we fly; and ſuffer only their real malig- 
nity without the conflicts of doubt and anguiſh of 
anticipation, 


To act is far eaſier than to ſaffer; ; yet we every 


day ſee the progreſs of life retarded by the vis iner- 


tiæ, the mere repugnance to motion, and find mul- 
titudes repining at the want of that which nothing 
but idleneſs hinders them from enjoying. The 


caſe of Tantalus, in the region of poetick puniſh- 


ment, was ſomewhat to be pitied, becauſe the 
fruits that hung about him retired from his 
hand; but what tenderneſs can be claimed by 
thoſe who, though perhaps they ſuffer the pains 
'of Tantalus, will never lift their hands for their 
own relief? 


There is nothing more common among this 
torpid generation than murmurs and complaints; 
murmurs at uneaſineſs which only vacaricy and 
ſuſpicion expoſe them to feel, and complaints of 
diſtreſſes which it is in their on power to remove. 
Lazineſs is commonly aſſociated with timidity. 
Either fear originally prohibits endeavours by in- 
fuſing deſpair of ſucceſs; or the frequent failure of 


- irreſolute ſtruggles, amd: the : conſtant deſire of 


avoiding labour, impreſs by degrees falſe terrors 
on the mind. But fear, whether natural or ac- 
quired, when once it has full poſſeſſion of the 
fancy, never fails to emplcy it upon viſions of 
En ſach as, if they are not diſſipated by 
12 i 
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uſeful employment, will ſoon overcaſt it wich hor- 
rors, and imbitter life not only with thoſe miſeries 
by which all earthly beings are really more or leſs 
tormented, but with thoſe which do not yet exiſt, 


and which can only be diſcerned by the perpieacie 


df cowardice. 

Among all who facrifice future advantage 1 
nfolent inclination, ſcarcely any gain fo little as 

thoſe that ſuffer themſelves to freeze in idlenefs, 

Others are corrupted by ſome enjoyment of more 


or leſs power to gratify the paſſions; but to ne- 
glet our duties, merely , to avoid the labour of 


performing them, a labour which is always punc- 
tually rewarded, is ſurely to ſink under weak 
temptations. Idleneſs never can ſecure tranquil- 
lity; the call of reaſon and of conſcience will 
pierce the cloſeſt pavilion of the ſluggard, and, 
though it may not have force to drive him from: 
his down, will be loud enough to hinder him 
from ſleep. Thoſe moments which he cannot 
reſolve to make uſeful by devoting them to the 
great buſineſs of his being, will ſtill be uſurped 
by powers that will not leave them to his diſpo- 
fal ; "remorſe and vexation will ſeize upon them, 

Jud forbid him to enjoy what he is ſo deſirous to 
appropriate. 

There are other cauſes of. inactivity Welden 
to more active faculties and more acute diſ- 
- cernment. He to whom many objects of pur- 
ſuit arife at the ſame time, will frequently heſi- 
tate between different deſires, till a rival has pre- 
cluded him, or change his courſe as new attrac- 
tions prevail, and haraſs himſelf without - ad- 
vancing. He who ſees different ways to the 


fame hom, will, unleſs he watches carefully over 
| r 
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his own conduct, lay out too much of his atten- 
tion upon the compariſon of probabilities, and the 
adjuſtment of expedients, and pauſe in the choice 
of his road, till ſome accident intercepts his jour- 
ney. He whoſe penetration extends to remote 
conſequences, and who, whenever he applies his 


attention to any deſign, diſcovers new proſpects of 


advantage, and poſſibilities of improvement, will 
not eaſily be perſuaded that his project is ripe for 
execution; but will ſuperadd one contrivance to 
another, endeavour to unite various purpoſes in 
one operation, multiply complications, and refine 
niceties, till he is entangled in his own ſcheme, 


and bewildered in the perplexity of various in- 


tentions. He that reſolves to unite all the- beau- 
ties of ſituation in a new purchaſe, muſt waſte 
his life in roving to no purpoſe from province 
to province. He that hopes in the ſame houſe 


to obtain every Convenience, may draw plans 
and ftudy Palladio, but will never lay a ftone. 


He will attempt a treatiſe on ſome important 


ſubject, and amaſs materials, conſult authors, and 


ſtudy all the dependent and collateral parts of 
learning, but never conclude himſelf qualified to 


| write. He that has abilities to conceive perfec- 


tion, will not eaſily be content without it; and 
ſince perfection cannot be reached, will loſe the 


opportunity of 'doing well in the vain hope of 


unattainable excellence. 
The certainty that life cannot be long, and the 


probability that it will be much ſhorter than nature 


allows, ought to awaken every man to the active 
proſecution of whatever he is deſirous to perform. 


It is true, that no diligence can aſcertain ſuc- 
ceſs ; death may intercept the ſwifteſt career; 
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274 THE RAUBEER. N*135, 
but he who is cut off in the execution af. an honeſt. 


undertaking, has at leaſt the honour of falling in his 
rank, and has fought the battle, though he mitied.. 


the * 


| Nums. 135. TuxspAx, Fuly 2, 1751. 


Colm, non animum mutant. Hos. 
Place may be chang d; but — can change his mind ? ? 


T is impoſſible to take a view on any. ſide, or 

L obſerve any. of the various claſſes that form the 

great community of the world, without diſcover- 
ing the influence of example; and admitting with 
new conviction the obſervation of Ariſtotle, that 
man is an imitative being. The greater, far the 
greater number follow the track which others have 
beaten, without any curioſity after new diſcove- 
ries, or ambition of truſting themſelyes to their 
own conduct. And, of thoſe who break the ranks 


and diſorder the uniformity of the march, moſt 


return in a ſhort. time from their n and 
prefer the equal. and ſteady ſatisfaction of ſecurity 
before the frolicks of caprice and the honours of 
adventure. | 
In queſtions difficult or dangerous it is- indeed 
natural to repoſe upon authority, and, when fear 
bappens to predominate, upon the authority of 
thoſe whom we do not in general think wiſer 
than ourſelves. Very few have abilities requiſite 
for the diſcovery. of abſtruſe truth; and. of thoſe. 
few ſome want leiſure, and ſome la un But 

it is nat ſo, eaſy to. * the reaſon of the univerſal 
5 : ſubmiſſion, 


ſubmiſſion to: precedent where every man might. 
ſafely judge for himſelf; where no irreparable loſs 
can be hazarded, nor, any miſchief of long continu- 
ance incurred. Vanity might be expected to ope- 
rate where the more powerful paffions are not 
awakened ; the mere pleaſure of acknowledging no. 
ſuperior might produce ſlight ſingularities, or the 
hope of gaining ſome new degree of happineſs 
awaken the mind to invention or experiment. 

If in any caſe the ſhackles of preſcription could 
be wholly ſhaken off, and the imagination left to act 
without controul, on what occaſion ſhould. it be 
expected, but in "the ſelection of lawful pleaſure ? 
Pleaſure, of which- the eſſence is choice; which. 
compultion diſſociates from every thing to which. 
nature has united it; and which owes not only its 
vigour but its being to the ſmiles of liberty. Yet 
we ſee that the ſenſes, as well as the reaſon, are re. 
gulated by credulity ; and that moſt will feel, or ſay 
that they feel, the gratifications which others have- 
taught them to expect. 

At this time of univerſal migration, wien almoſt 
every one, conſiderable enough to attract regard, 
has retired, or is preparing with all the earneſt- 
neſs of diſtreſs to retire, into the country; when 
nothing is to be heard but the hopes of fpeedy: 
departure, or the complaints of involuntary de- 
lay; I have often been tempted to enquire what 
happineſs is to be gained, or what incorvenience 
to be avoided, by this ſtated reeeffion? Of the. 
birds of paſlage, ſome follow 'the- ſummer, and. 
fome the winter, becauſe they live upon ſuſte- 
nance which only ſummer or winter can ſupply ; 
but of the annual flight of human rovets it is 
much harder to aſſign * reaſon, 'becauſe they 

4 do- 
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do not appear either to find or br any thing 


which is not equally afforded by the town and 


country. 

[ believe that many of theſe fugitives may have 
| heard of men whoſe continual wiſh was for the 
quiet of retirement, who watched every opportu- 
nity to fteal away from obſervation, to forſake the 


crowd, and delight themſelves with the ſociety of ſoli- 


tude. There is indeed ſcarcely any writer who has 


not celebrated the happineſs of rural privacy, and 


delighted himſelf and his reader with the melody of 
birds, the whiſper of groves, and the murmur of 
rivulets ; nor any man eminent for extent of capa- 
City, or greatneſs of exploits, that has not left behind 
him ſome memorials of lonely wiſdom, and ſilent 
dignity. 

But almoſt all abſurdity of conduct ariſes from 
the imitation of thoſe whom we cannot reſem- 
ble. Thoſe who thus teſtified their wearineſs of 
tumult and hurry,. and haſted with ſo much 
eagerneſs to the leiſure of retreat, were either 
men-overwhelmed with the preflure of difficult 
employments, haraſſed with importunities, and 
diſtracted with multiplicity ; or men wholly en- 
groſſed by ſpeculative ſciences, who having na 


other end of life but to learn and teach, BE 


their ſearches interrupted by the common com- 


. merce of civility, and their reaſonings disjointed 
by frequent interruptions. Such men might rea- 


ſonably fly to that eaſe and convenience which 
their condition allowed them to find only in the 
country. The ſtateſman who devoted the greater 


part of his time to the publick, was deſirous of 


keeping the remainder in his own power. The 
n ruffled with dangers, wearied with la- 


bours, 
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bours, and- ſtunned with acclamations, gladly 
ſnatched an interval of ſilence and relaxation. 


The naturaliſt was unhappy where the works of 


Providence were not always before him. The 
reaſoner could adjuſt his ſyſtems only where his 
mind was free from the intruſion of outw 
oben e oo! 
Such examples of ſolitude very few of thoſe 


who are now haſtening from the town, have any 


pretenſions to plead in their own juſtification, 
ſince they cannot pretend either wearineſs of 
labour, or defire of knowledge. They purpoſe 
nothing more than to quit one ſcene of idleneſs 
for another, and after having trifled in publick, to 
ſleep in ſecrecy. The utmoſt that they can hope 
to gain is the change of ridiculouſneſs to obſcurity, 
and the privilege of having fewer witneſſes to a life 
of folly. He who is not ſufficiently important to be 
diſturbed in his purſuits, but ſpends all his hours 
according to his own inclination, and has more 
hours than his mental faculties enable him to fill 
either with enjoyment or deſires, can have no- 
thing to demand of ſhades and valleys. As bravery 
- ſaid to be a panoply, inſignificancy is always a 
elter. 


There are however pleaſures and advantages in 


a rural ſituation, which are not confined to phi- 
loſophers and heroes. The freſhneſs of the air, 
the verdure of the woods, the paint of the mea- 


dows, and the unexhauſted variety which ſummer 


ſcatters upon the earth, may eaſily give delight to 
an unlearned ſpectator. It is not neceſſary that 
he who looks with pleaſure on the colours of a 
flower ſhould ſtudy the principles of vegetation, 
or that the Ptelemaick on Copernican ſyſtem ſhould 

4 * - be 
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be compared before the light of the ſun can glad- 
den, or its warmth invigoratr. Novelty. is itſelf a 
fource of gratification; and Milton juſtly. obſerves, 
that to him who has ack long pent up in cities no 
rural object can be preſented, which will not delight 
' or refreſni ſome of his ſenſes. 

Vet even theſe eaſy pleaſures are miſſed hoy the 
greater part of thoſe who waſte their ſummer in 
the country. Should any. man purſue his ac- 
quaintances to their. retreats, he would find few 
of them liſtening to Philomel, loitering in woods, 
or plucking daiſies, catching the healthy, gale of 
the morning, or watching the gentle coruſcations 
of declining day. Some will be diſcovered at a 
window by the road fide, rejoicing when a new 
cloud of duſt gathers towards them, as at the. 
approach of a momentary. ſupply of converſa- . 
tion, and a ſhort relief from the tediouſneſs of. 
unideal vacancy, Others are placed in the adja- 
'eent. villages, where they look only upon houſes 
as in the reſt of the year, with no change of 
objects but what. a remove to any new ſtreet in. 
London might have given them. The ſame ſet of 
acquaintances ſtill ſettle together, and the form of. 
life is not otherwiſe diverſihed than by. doing the. 
fame things in a different place. They pay and. 
receive viſits in the "uſual form, they frequent 

the walks in the morning, they deal cards at 
night, they. attend to the fame tattle, and dance 
with the ſame partners; nor can they. at their. 
return to their. former. habitation congratulate 
themſelves on any. other advantage, than that. 
they have paſſed their time like others of the 
fame rank; and have the ſame right to talk of 
[i te happineſs and beauty. of the country, of 2 
in | | pineis 
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pineſs which they never * and n which they 
never regarded. '  - | 

To be able to procure its own entertainments, 
and to ſubſiſt upon its own ſtock, is not the pre- 
rogative of every mind. There are indeed under- 
ſtandings ſo. fertile and comprehenſive, that they can. 
always feed reflection with. new'ſupplies, and ſuffer 
nothing from the precluſion of adventitious amuſe- 
ments; as ſome cities have within their own walls 
encloſed: ground enough to feed their inhabitants in 
a "ſiege. But -6thers live only from day to day, 
and muſt be eonſtantly enabled, by foreign ſup- 
plies, to keep out the encroachmerits of languor 
and ſtupidity. Such could not indeed be blamed 
for hovering within reach of their uſual 'pledſure, . 
more than any other animal for not quitting its 
native element, were not their faculties contracted- 
by their own fault. But let not thoſe who go into 
the country, merely becauſe they dare not. be left 
alone at home, boaſt their love of nature, or their 
qualifications for ſolitude; nor. pretend that they 
receive inſtantaneous infuſions of wiſdom from 
the Dryads, and are able, when they leave ſmoke 
and noiſe behind, to ny & winks, — for 
| theraſchies: 


F 


3 


186 | "THE RAMBLER. Ik 


- 
— 


Nos. 136. SATURDAY, uh 6, 1751. 


— PPC 
% p 
- 


| a btb Yap jo Xeivog duds hs rive, | . 
i | *Oc x *Tupoy 6a. xev0es i in peer, e 0: Batu. Hom, 
ST: * - Who dares think one thing, and another mw 1 
"0p heart deteſts him as the gates of Hell. PoyE, 


HE regard which they whoſe abilities are 
employed in the works of imagination 
5 | Welw from the reſt of mankind, ariſes in a great 
| meaſure from their influence on futurity. Rank 
may be conferred by princes, and wealth bequeath- 
ed by miſers or by robbers; but the honours of a 
laſting name, and the veneration of diſtant ages, 
only the ſons of learning have the power of be- 
ſtowing. While therefore it continues one of the 
characteriſticks of rational nature to decline obli- 
vion, authors never can be wholly overlooked in 
the ſearch after happineſs, nor become contempt- 
ible but by their own fault. 

The man who conſiders himſelf as conſtituted 
the ultimate judge of diſputable characters, and en- 
truſted with the diſtribution of the laſt terreſtrial 
rewards of merit, ought to ſummon all his for- 
titude to the ſupport of his integrity, and reſolve 
to diſcharge an office of ſuch dignity with the 
moſt vigilant caution and ſcrupulous juſtice. To 
deliver examples to poſterity, and to regulate the 
opinion of future times, is no ſlight or trivial un- 
dertaking; nor is it eaſy to commit more atrocious 
treaſon againſt the great republic of humanity, 
© than by falſifying its records and * its 
. | . 
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To ſcatter praiſe or blame without regard to 
juſtice, is to deſtroy the diſtinction of good and 
evil, Many have no other teſt of actions than 
general opinion ; and all are fo far influenced by 
a ſenſe of reputation, that- they are often reſtrained 
by fear of reproach, and excited by hope of ho- 
nour, when other principles haye loſt their power; 3 

nor can any ſpecies of proſtitution promote ge- 
neral depravity more than that which deſtroys the 
force of praiſe, by ſhewing that it may be ac- 
| quired without deſerving it, and which, by ſet- 
ting free the active and ambitious from the dread 
of infamy, lets looſe the rapacity of power, and 
weakens the only authority by which greatneſs 

is controlled. 

_ Praiſe, like gold and diamonds, owes its value 
only to its ſcarcity. It becomes cheap as it be- 
comes vulgar, and will no longer raiſe expeCta- 
tion, or animate enterprize. It is therefore not 
only neceſſary, that wickedneſs, even when it is 
not ſafe to cenſure it, be denied applauſe, but that 
goodneſs be commended only in proportion to its 
degree ; and that the garlands, due to the great be- 
nefactors of mankind, be not ſuffered to fade upon 
the brow of him who can boaſt only petty ſervices 
and eaſy virtues, 

Had theſe maxims been univerſally received, 
how much would have been added to the taſk of- 
dedication, the work on which all the power of 
modern wit has been exhauſted. How few of 
theſe initial panegyricks had appeared, if the au- 
thor had been obliged firſt to find a man of vir- 
tue, then to diſtinguiſh the diſtinct ſpecies and 
degree of his deſert, and at laſt to pay him only 
the honours which he might juſtly claim. It 

muc 
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much eaſier to learn the name of the laſt man 
whom chance has exalted to wealth and | 
to obtain by the intervention of ſome of his do- | 
mefticks the privilege of addreſſing him, or in 
confidence of the general acceptance of Mattery, | 
to venture on an addreſs without any previous 
Glicitation; and after having heaped upon him 
all the virtues to which philoſophy. has aligned 
a name, inform him how much more might be 
truly faid, did not the fear of giving. pain to his 
modeſty repreß the raptures of wondler and the Zeal | 
of veneration. 

Nothing has ſo much degraded We from 
its natural rank, as the practice of indècent and 
promiſcuous dedication; for what credit can he 
expect who profeſſes himſelf the hireling of va- 
nity, however profligate, and without ſhame or 
ſcruple celebrates the worthleſs, dignifies the mean, 
and gives to the corrupt, licentious, and oppreflive, 
the ornaments which. ought only. to add grace 
to truth, and lovelineſs to innocence.? Every 
other kind of adulteration, however ſhameful, "eats 
ever miſchievous, is leſs deteſtable than the crime 
of :counterfeiting; characters, and fixing the ſtamp 
of literary ſanction upon as droſs and refuſe of the 
world. 

Yet I would not WED the authors with 
the whole load of infamy, of which part, per- 
haps the greater part, ought to fall upon their 
patrons, If he that hires a bravo, partakes the 
guilt of murder, why. ſhould he who. bribes a. 
flatterer, hope to. be exempted from the ſhame of 
falſehood? The unhappy dedicator is ſeldom 
without ſome motives which obſtruct, though 


not deſtroy, the liberty of choice; he is op- 
? Preſled 


wUuUUdovf ey uy 1» » 


N*r36. THE RAMBLER : | 
preſſed by. miſeries which he hopes to relieve,-or - 
inflamed by ambition which he expects to gratify. 


But the patron has no -incitements equally vio- 


lent; he can receive only a ſhort gratification, . 
with. which. nothing but ſtupidity could diſpoſe 


him to be pleaſed. The real ſatisfaction which 
praiſe can afford is by. repeating: aloud the whiſ- 
pers of, conſcience,” and by 'ſhewing us that we 


have not. endeavoured 'to deſerve well. in vain.. 


Every other encomium is, to an intelligent mind, 
ſatire and reproach; the celebration of theſe vir- 
tues which we feel ourſelves to want, can only 


impreſs a quicker ſenſe of our on defects, and. 


ſhew that we have not yet ſatisfied the expecta- h 
tions of the world; by forcing us to obſerve how 
much fiction muſt contribute to the completion of. 
our character. 

Yet ſometimes the patron may claim intel... 
cence; for it does not always happen, that the 
encomiaſt has been. much encouraged to his at- 
' tempt. Many a hapleſs author, when dis book, 
and perhaps his dedication, was ready. for the 
preſs, has waited long before any. one would pay. 
the price of proſtitution, or conſent. to hear the 
praiſes deſtined to inſure his name againſt the. 
caſualties of time; and many. a complaint has 
been vented againſt the decline of. learning, and: 
ne glect of genius, when either parſimonious pru- 
dence has declined expence, or honeſt indigna- 
tion rejected falſehood. But if at laſt, after long 
enquiry and innumerable diſappointments, , he 
find a lord willing to hear of his own eloquence 
and tafte, a ſtateſmen deſirous of knowing how 
a friendly hiſtorian will repreſent. his conduct, or 
2 lady be to leave to the world ſome me- 

morial. 
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morial of her wit and beauty, ſuch weakneſs can- 


1 The wiſeſt man may by a diligent ſolicitor be 
n ſurpriſed in the hour of weakneſs, and perſuaded 
to ſolace vexation, or invigorate bope, with the 
muſick of flattery. -- 
Too cenſure all dedications as adalawry and 
ſervile, would diſcover rather envy than juſtice. 
Praiſe is the tribute of merit, and he that has 
WW inconteſtably diſtinguiſhed himſelf - by any pub- 
1 lick performance, has a right to all the honours 
1 vhich the publick can beſtow. To men thus raiſed 
F above the reſt of the community, there is no need 
that the book or its author ſhould have any parti- 


— 


: _ Io the ſame regard from particular perſons private 


times entitled. An author may with great pro- 
_ Priety inſcribe his work to him by whoſe encourage- 
ment it was undertaken, or by whoſe liberality he 
has been enabled to proſecute it, and he may juſtly 


from obſcurity. 


Acribus exemplis videar te cludere: miſee 
Ergo aliquid neftris fe BIOTTDus — 
Thus much 1 will indulge thee for thy eaſe, 6 


1h . And mingle PIO of our times to pleaſe. 
1 DRYDEN jun. 


— 


THE RAM BLER. Ne 136. 


not be cenſured as an inſtance of enormous depravity. 


cCular relation: that the patron is known to deſerve | 
reſpec, is ſufficient to vindicate him that pays it. 


virtue and leſs conſpicuous excellence may be ſome- 


rejoice in his own fortitude that dares to 2 merit 


9 I know not whether greater nai may not 
be indulged, and whether hope as well as grati- 
tude may not unblameably produce a dedication; 
but let the writer who pours out his praiſes only 
to propitiate power, or attract the attention of 
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greatneſs, be cautious leſt his deſire betray him to 
exuberant eulogies. We are naturally more apt to 
pleaſe ourſelves * the future than the paſt, and 
while we luxuriate in expectation, may be eaſily 
perſuaded to purchaſe what we yet rate only by ima- 
gination, at a higheP price than experience will 
warrant, 

But no private views or perſonal regard' can diſ- 
charge any man from his general obligations to 
virtue and to truth. It may happen in the various 
combinations of life, that a good man may receive 
favours from one, who, notwithſtanding his acci- 


dental beneficence, cannot be juſtly propoſed to the 


imitation of others, and whom therefore he muſt 

find ſome other way of rewarding than by publick 
celebrations. Self-love has indeed many powers 

of ſeducement, but it ſurely ought not to exalt.any 

individual to equality with the collective body of 
mankind, or perſuade him that a benefit. conferred 
on him is equivalent to every other virtue. Yet 

many upon falſe principles of gratitude have ven- 

tured to extol wretches, whom all but their depend- 

ents numbered among the reproaches of the ſpecies, 

and whom they would likewiſe have beheld with 

the ſame ſcorn had they not been hired to diſhoneſt 

approbation. 

To encourage merit with praiſe is the great 
buſineſs of literature ; but praiſe muſt loſe its influ- 
ence, by unjuſt or negligent diſtribution ; and he 
that impairs its value may be charged with miſap- 
plieation of the power that genius puts into his 
hands, and with ſquandering on guilt the recom- 
_ of virtue. 
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Nuws. 157: TuzsDay, Faly 95 1751. 

Du vitant ſul vitia, in-contraria curust. Hon. 
—— Whilſt fools one vice condemn, 


They run into the oppoſitè extreme. CrEEchH. | 


HAT wonder is the effect of ignorance, 
has been often obſerved. The awful ſtillneſs 
of attention, with which the mind is overſpread at 
the firft view of an unexpected effect, ceaſes. when 
we have leiſure to difentangle Sample Bons and 
inveſtigate cauſes. Wonder is a pauſe of reaſon, a 
ſudden ceſſation of the mental progreſs, which laſts 
only, while the underſtanding is fixed upon ſome. 
ſingle idea, and is at an end when it recovers force 
enough to divide the object into its paits, or mark. 
the intermediate gradations from the firſt agent to. 
the laſt conſequence. 
It may be remarked with a truth, that j igno- 
rance is often the effect of wonder. It is common 
for thoſe who have never accuſtomed themſelves to 


' the labour of enquiry, nor invigorated their confi- 


dence by. conqueſts over difficulty, to ſleep in the 
gloomy. quieſcence of aſtoniſhment, without any 
effort to animate enquiry or diſpel abſcurity. What. 


they cannot immediately conceive, they conſider as. 


too high to be reached, or too extenſive to be com- 
prehended; they therefore content themſelves with 
the gaze of folly, forbear to attempt what they have 
no hopes of performing, and reſign the pleaſure of 
rational .contemplation to more pertinacious ſtudy 
or more active faculties. 

Among the productions of mechanick art, many 
are of a form ſo different from that of their firſt 


materials, and many conſiſt of parts ſo ar? 
an 
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and ſo nicely adapted to each other, that it is not 


poilible to view them without amazement. But 
when we enter the ſhops of artificers, obſerve the 


various tools by which every operation is facilita- 


ted, and trace the progreſs of a manufacture through 


the different hands, that, in ſucceſſion to each other, 
contribute to its perfection, we ſoon diſcover that 


every ſingle man has an eaſy taſk, and that the ex- 


tremes however remote of natural rudeneſs and 
artificial elegance, are joined by a regular concate- 


nation of effects, of which every one is introduced. 


by that which orecedes it, and equally introduces a 


that which is to follow. 
The ſame is the ſtate of intellectual and manual 


performances. Long calculations or complex dia- 


pou affright the timorous and unexperienced 
om a ſecond view; but if we have ſkill ſufficient. 
to analiſe them into ſimple principles, it will be diſ- 

covered that our fear was groundleſs. Divide and 
conquer, is a principle equally juſt in ſcience as in 
policy. Complication is a ſpecies of confederacx, 
which, wiitle it continues united, bids defiance to 
the moſt active and vigorous intellect; but of 
which every member is ſeparately weak, and which 
. therefore be quickly lubducd if it can once be 

oken. 


The: chieferd of lama as Barde hes nn 


is to attempt but little at a time. The wideſt ex- 
curſions of the mind are made by ſhort flights fre- 
quently repeated; the moſt lofty. fabrie ks of ſcience 
are formed by the continued accumulation of dangle. 


propoſitions. 


It. often happens, "whatever: be the :cauſe, that 
impatience of labour, or dread of miſcarriage, ſeizes. 


wake who are moſt diſtinguiſhed for quickneſs of. 


apprehe nſion; 3. 
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apprehenſion ; and that they who might with great- 
eſt reaſon promiſe themſelves victory, are leaſt will- 
ing to hazard the encounter. This diffidence, 
where the attention is not laid aſleep by lazineſs, or 
diſfipated by. pleaſures, can atiſe only from confuſed 
and general views, ſuch as negligence ſnatches in 
haſte, or from the diſappointment of the firſt hopes 
formed by arrogance without reflection. To expect 
that the intricacies of ſcience will be pierced by a 
careleſs glance, or the eminences of fame aſcended 
without labour, is to expect a particular privilege, a 
power denied to the reſt of mankind ; but to ſuppoſe 
that the maze is inſcrutable to diligence, or the 
heights inacceſſible to perſeverance, is to ſubmit 
tamely to the tyranny of fancy, and enchain the 
mind in voluntary ſhackles. 
It is the proper ambition of the heroes i in viitera- 
ture to enlarge the boundaries of knowledge by 
diſcovering and conquering new regions of the 
intellectual world. To the ſucceſs of ſuch under- 
takings perhaps ſome degree of fortuitous happineſs 
is neceſſary, which no man can promiſe or procure 
to himſelf; and therefore doubt and irreſolution 
may be forgiven in him that ventures into the un- 
explored abyſſes of truth, and attempts to find his 
way through the fluctuations of uncertainty, and 
the conflicts of contradiction. But when nothing 
more is required, than to purſue a path already 
beaten, and to trample obſtacles which others have 
demoliſhed, why ſhould any man fo much diſtruſt 
his own intellect as to imagine himſelf unequal to the 
attempt? 

It were to be wiſhed that they who devote their 
hives to ſtudy would at once believe nothing too 


great for their W and 9808 nothing 
as 
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as too little for their regard; that they would extend 
their notice alike to ſcience and to life, and unite - 
ſome knowledge of the preſent world to their ac 
quaintance with paſt ages and remote events. 

Nothing has ſo much expoſed men of- learning 
to contempt and ridicule, as their ignorance of 
things which are known to all but themſelves. 
Thoſe who have been taught to conſider the inſti- 
tutions of the ſchools, as giving the laſt perfection 
to human abilities, are ſurprized to ſee men wrink- 
led with ſtudy, yet wanting to be inſtructed in the 
minute circumſtances of propriety, or the neceſ- 
ſary forms of daily tranſaction; and quickly ſhake - 
of their reverence for modes of education, which 
they find to produce no EE above the reſt of 

mankind. 
Boos, ſays Bacon, can never ach the uſe of 
B. The ſtudent muſt learn by commerce with 
mankind to reduce his ſpeculatioris to practice, 
and accommodate his knowledge to the purpoſes of 
hfe, | 

It is too common for thoſe who have been bred 
to ſcholaſtick profeſſions, and paſſed much of their 
time in academies where nothing but learning con- 
fers honours, to diſregard every other qualification, 
and to imagine that they ſhall find mankind ready 
to pay homage to their knowledge, and to crowd 
about them for inſtruction. They therefore ſtep 
out from their cells into the open world, with all 

the confidence of authority and dignity of import- 
ance; they look round about them at once with 
jgnorance and ſcorn on a race of beings to whom 
hoy are equally unknown and equally contempt- 
ible, but whoſe manners 1 muſt imitate, and 
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with whoſe opinions they muſt comply, if they de- 


ſire to paſs their time happily among them. | 
To leſſen that diſdain with which :{cholats: are 


'Inclined tò look on the common buſineſs. of the 


world, and the unwillingneſs with which they con- 


«deſcend to learn what is not to be found in any 


ſyſtem of philoſophy, it may be neceſſary to con- 
ſider that though admiration is excited by abſtruſe 
reſearches and remote diſcoveries, yet pleaſure is 
not given, nor affection conciliated, but by ſofter 
accompliſhments, and qualities more eaſily com- 
municable to thoſe about us. He that can only 
converſe upon queſtions, -about which only a ſmall 
part of mankind has knowledge ſufficient to make 


them curious, muſt loſe his. days in unſocial ſilence, | 


and live in the crowd of life without a companion. 


He that can only be uſeful in great occaſions, may 


die without exerting his abilities, and ſtand a help- 
leſs ſpectator of a thouſand vexations which fret 
away happineſs, and which nothing is required te 
remove but a little dexterity of conduct and readineſs 
of expedients. 

No degree of knowledge attainable by man is 
able to ſet him above the want of hourly aſſiſtance, 
or to extinguiſh the defire of fond endearments, 
and tender officiouſneſs; and therefore, no one 
ſhould think it unneceſſary to learn thoſe arts by 
which friendſhip may be gained. Kindneſs is pre- 
ſerved by a conſtant reciprocation of benefits or in- 
terchange of pleaſures; but ſuch benefits only can 
be beſtowed, as others are capable to receive, and 
ſuch pleaſures only imparted, as others are qualified 
to enjoy). 

Hy this deſcent from the pinnacles of art no 
hongur will be _ for the con deſcenſions of 
. learning 
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learning are always overpaid by gratitude. An eles, 


vated genius employed in little things, appears, to 


uſe the ſimile of Longinus, like the ſun in his even- 
ing declination, he remits his ſplendor but retains 
his We and * more a he dazzles 
leſs. 


ce 0 Dede e- ciDbC 
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tecum libeat mibi fordida rura © 
Atgue bumilet babitare caſas, et figere ceron, VIR&G, 


With me retire, and leave the pomp of courts 
For humble cottages and rural ſports. 
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HOUGH the contempt with which you 
| have treated the annual migrations of. the 
gay and buſy part of mankind, is juſtified by daily 


.obſervation, ſince moſt of thoſe who. leave the town, 


neither vary their entertainments nor enlarge their 
notions ; yet I ſuppoſe you do not intend to repre- 
ſent the practice itſelf as ridiculous, or to declare 


% 


that he whoſe condition puts the diſtribution of his | 


time into his own power may not properly. divide it 
.between the. town and-country. 


That the country, and only the country, diſ- ; 


plays the inexhauſtible varieties of nature, and ſup- 
plies the ptuloſophical mind with matter for admi- 
ration and enquiry, never was denied; but my 
curioſity is very little attracted by the colour of a 
flower, the anatomy of an inſect, or the ſtructure 
 of,a. a.neſt Jam generally employed upon human 
manners, 
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| manners, and therefore fill up the mati of rural 
leiſure with remarks: on thoſe who live within the 


circle of my notice, If writers: would more fre- 


_ quently viſit thoſe regions of negligence and liberty, 


they might diverſify their repreſentations, and mul- 
tiply their images, for in the country are original 


characters chiefly to be found. In cities, and yet 


more in courts, the minute diſcriminations which 


- diftinguiſh one from another are for the moſt part 


effaced, the peculiarities of temper and opinion are 


| gradually worn away by promiſcuous converſe, as 


angular bodies and.uneven ſurfaces loſe their points 
and aſperities by frequent attrition againſt one an- 
other, and approach by degrees to uniform rotun- 
dity. The prevalence of faſhion, the influence of 


example, the deſire of applauſe, and the dread of 


cenſure, obſtruct the natural tendencies of the mind, 
and check the fancy in its firſt efforts to break forth 
into experiments of caprice. 

Few inclinations are fo ſtrong as to grow up 
into habits, when they muſt ſtruggle with the con- 


fant oppoſition of ſettled forms and eſtabliſhed 
cuſtoms. But in the country every man is a ſepa- 


rate and independent being: ſolitude flatters irre- 
gularity with hopes of ſecrecy : and wealth, re- 
moved from the mortification of com pariſon, and 
the awe of equality, ſwells into contemptuous con- 


fidence, and ſets blame and laughter at defiance ; 


the impulſes of nature act unreſtrained, and the 


diſpoſition . dares to ſhew itfelf in its true form, 


without any diſguiſe of hypocriſy, or decorations 


of elegance. Every one indulges the full enjoy- 
ment of his own choice, and talks and lives with 


no other view than to pleaſe himſelf, without en- 
en Ow far * deviates from the general prac- 
tie, 
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tice, or conſidering others as entitled to any account 8 
.of his ſentiments or actions. If he builds or de. : 
.moliſhes, opens or encloſes deluges or drains, it is 


not his care what may be the opinion of thoſe who 
are ſkilled in perſpective or architecture, i is ſuffi- 


cient that he has no landlerd to control him, and 


that none has any right co examine in what projects 


the lord of the maner * tus oon N on his 
own grounds. 


For this reaſon it is not very common to want 
ſubje Rs for rural converſation. Almoſt every man 
is daily doing ſomething which produces merriment, . 
wonder, or reſentment, among his neighbours, 


This utter exemption” from reſtraint leaves every 


anomalous quality to operate in its full extent, and 


ſuffers the natural character to diffuſe itſelf to every 
part of life. The pride which, under the check 
of publick obſervation, would have been only 
vented among ſervants and domeſticks, becomes in 


a country baronet the torment of a province, and 


inſtead bf terminating in the deſtruction of China 


ware and glaſſes, rains tenants, diſpoſſeſſes cottagers, 
and harafles villages with n of treſpaſs and bills 


of indictment. 


It frequently happens that even without violent 
paſſions, or enormous corruption, the freedom and 


laxity of a ruſtick life produces remarkable particu- | 


larities of conduct or manner. In the province 


where I now reſide, we have one lady eminent for 


wearing a gowh always of the ſame cut and colour; 


another for ſhaking hands with thoſe that viſit her; "2 


and a third for unſhaken reſolution never to let tes 
or coffee enter her huſe.  * 


But of all the female characters which this place 


affords, I have found none ſo worthy of ende as 
Vor. . | X that 
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that of Mrs. Buß, a widow, who loſt her huſband 
in her thirtieth year, and has ſince paſſed her time at 
the manor-houſe, in the government of her children, 
and the management of the eſtate. 

Mrs. Buſy was married at eighteen, from a board-. 
ing-ſchool, where ſhe had paſſed her time like other 
young ladies in needle-work, with a few intervals of 
dancing and reading. When ſhe became a bride 


ſhe ſpent one winter with her huſband in town, 


where having no idea of any converſation beyond 
the formalities of a viſit, ſhe found nothing to en- 
gage her paſſions ; and when ſhe had been one night 
at court, and two at an opera, and feen the Monu- 
ment, the Tombs, and the Tower, ſhe concluded 

that London had nothing more to ſhew, and won- 
dered that when women had once ſeen the world 
they. could not be content to ſtay at home. She 
therefore went willingly to the ancient ſeat, and for 
ſome years ſtudied houſewifery under Mr. Buhs 


mother, with ſo much afliduity, that the old lady, 
when ſhe died, bequeathed her a caudle- cup, a ſoup- 
- diſh, two beakers, and a cheſt of _table-linen ſpun 


by herſelf, 


Mr. Buſy finding the S qualities of his 


lady, reſigned his affairs wholly into her hands, and 


devoted his life to his pointers and his hounds. He 
never viſited his eſtates, but to deſtroy the partridges 


or foxes; and often committed ſuch devaſtations in 
the rage of pleaſure, that ſome of his tenants refuſed 
to hold their lands at the uſual rent. Their land- 


lady perſuaded them to be fatisfied, and entreated 
her huſband to diſmiſs his dogs, with, many exact 


calculations of the ale drank by his companions, 
and corn conſumed by the horſes, and remonſtrances 


againſt * inſolence of the huntſman, and the 
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ceſfary to his happineſs to be diſcarded; and he had 


ſtill continued to ravage his own eſtate, had he not - 


THE RAMBLER. + 
frauds. of the groom. The huntſman was too ne- 


caught a cold and a fever by ſhooting mallards in 


the fens. 


grave. — - 


Mrs. Buſy was 6 WM an 3 to FRE 
either joy or ſorrow at his death. She received the 
compliments and conſolations of her neighbours in 


a dark room, out of which ſhe ſtole privately every 


night and morning to ſee the cows milked; and 


after a few days declared that ſhe thought a widow 


might employ herſelf better than in nurſing grief; 
and that, for her part, ſhe was reſolved that the 


fortunes of her children ſhould not be impaired by 


her neglet. -. 

She therefore immediately 3 herſelf to the 
reformation of abuſes. She gave away the dogs, 
diſcharged the ſervants of the kennel and ſtable, and 


ſent the horſes to the next fair, but rated at fo hig 
a price that they returned unſold, She was teſolyed 


to have nothing idle about her, and ordered them to 


be employed in common drudgery. They loſt their 
ſleckneſs and grace, and were ſoon purchaſed at 


half the value. 5 
She ſoon diſencumbered herſelf from her weeds, 


herſelf. She riſes before the ſun to order the horſes 
to their geers, and ſees them well rubbed down at 
their return from work; ſhe attends the dairy morn- 


ing and evening, and watches when a calf falls that 


it may be carefully nurſed; ſhe walks out among 
| K 2 - the 


His fever was followed by a conſump= | 
tion, which in a few months brought him to the. 


and put on a riding-hood, a coarſe apron, and ſhort £ 
petticoats, and has turned a large manor into a farm, - 
of which ſhe takes the management wholly upon 


> 
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the ſheep at noon, counts the lambs, and obſerves 
tbe fences, and, where ſhe finds a gap, ſtops it 
avith a buſh till it can be better mended. In harveſt 
.the rides afield in the waggon, and is very liberal of 
her ale from a wooden bottle. At her leiſure hours 
ſhe looks gooſe ess airs the wool room, and turns 
the cheeſe. 

When reſpect or Sede "IM viſitants to her 
"houſe, ſhe entertains them yith prognoſticks of a 
ſcarcity of wheat, or a rot among the ſheep, and 
always thinks herſelf privileged to diſmiſs them, when 
ſhe is to ſee the hogs fed, or to count her roy 

on the rooſt. 

The only things neglected about her are her 
children, whom ſhe has taught nothing but the 
; loweſt houſehold duties. In my laſt viſit I met miſs. 
Buß carrying grains to a ſick cow, and was enter- 
tained with the accompliſhments of her eldeſt fon, a 
:Fouth of ſuch early maturity, that though he is only 

ſixteen, ſhe can truſt him to {ell corn in the market. 
Her younger daughter, who is eminent for her 
beauty, though ſomewhat tanned in making hay, 
was buſy in pouring out ale. to. the ploughmen, that 
every one might have an equal ſhare. 

I could not but look with pity on this young 
family, doomed by the abſurd prudence of their 
mother to ignorance and meanneſs; but when 1 
recommended a more elegant education, was an- 
ſwered, that ſhe never ſaw bookiſh or finical people 
grow rich, and that ſhe was good for. nothing her- 
— = ſhe had forgotten the nicety of the boarding- 


7 am,. Yours, Ec. 


BUCOLUS. 
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. quod vis fiaiplex duntaxat er unum. Hon. 
Let ev'ry piece be ſimple and be one. 


1 T is required by Aristotle to the perfection of a 
tragedy, and is equally neceſſary to every other 


ſpecies of regular compoſition, that it ſhould have 


a beginning, a thiddle, and an end. The begin- 
ning,“ ſays he, is 5 Wat which has nothing ne- 
525 ceſſarily previous, but to which that which fol- 
nos is naturally conſequent; the end, on the 
„ contrary, is that which by neceffity, or at leaſt 
« according to the common courſe of things, ſuc- 
«<-ceeds ſomething elſe, but-whieh- -implies nothing 
« conſequent to itſelf; the middle is connected on 
one ſide to ſomething that naturally goes before, 
and on the other to lomething that naturally fol- 
« lows it.“ 

Buch is the rule laid down by this great critick, | 
for the diſpoſition of the different parts of a well 


conſtituted fable. It muſt begin, where it may be 


made intelli gible without introduction; and end, 
where the mind is left in repoſe, without expectation 
of any farther event. The intermediate paſlages 
muſt Join the laſt effect to the firſt cauſe, by a regu- 
lar and unbroken concatenation ; nothing. muſt be 
therefore inſerted which does not apparently ariſg 
from ſomething foregoing, and properly make way 5 
for ſomething that ſucceeds it. 

This precept is to be underſtood in its rigous 
only with reſpect to. great and eſſential events, and 
cannot be extended in the ſame force to- minutes 
circumſtances and arbitrary decorations, which yet 
are more happy as they contribute more to: the 
. 5 main 
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main deſign; for it is always a proof of extenſive 
thought and accurate cireumſpection, to promote 
various purpoſes by the ſame act; and the idea of 
an ornament admits ww —_ it ſeems to Exclude 
neceſſity. 
Whoever purpoſes, as it is expreſſed by Milton, 
to build the kfty rhime, muſt acquaint himſelf with 
this law of poetical architecture, and take care that 
his edifice be ſolid as well as beautiful; that nothing 
ſtand ſingle or independent, ſo as that it may be 
taken away without injuring the reſt; but that from 
the foundation to the pinnacles one part reſt fim 
upon another. . 
This regular and conſequenti al en, i is 
among common authors frequently neglected; but 
the failures of thoſe, whoſe example can have no 
influence, may be ſafely overlooked, nor is it of 
much uſe to recall obſcure and unregarded names 
to memory for the ſake of ſporting with their in- 
famy. But if there is any writer whoſe genius can 
embelliſh impropriety, and whoſe authority can 
make error venerable, his works are the proper 
objects of critical inquiſition. To expunge faults 
where there are no excellencies, is à taſk equally 
uſeleſs with that of the chemiſt, who employs the 
arts of ſeparation and refinement upon ore in 
which no precious metal is contained to reward 
his operations. 
The tragedy of Sampſon PA tes has been cele- 
brated as the ſecond work of the great author of 
Paradiſe Loft, and oppoſed with all the confidence 
' of triumph to the dramatick performances of other 
nations. It contains indeed juſt ſentiments, maxims 
of wiſdom, and oracles of piety, and many paſ- 
_ written with the ancient ſpirit of choral | 
> * 
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poetry, in which there is a juſt and pleaſing mixture 


of Seneca's moral declamation, with the wild enthu- 
ſiaſm of the Greek writers. It is therefore worthy 
of examination, whether a performance thus illu- 


minated with genius, and enriched-with learning, 


is compoſed according to the indiſpenſable laws of 
Ariſtotelian criticiſm : and, omitting at preſent all 
other conſiderations, hath it exhibits a nee f 


- a middle, and an end. 


The beginning i is undoubtedly. beautiful. and pro- 


per, opening with a graceful - abruptneſe, and pro- 


ceeding naturally to a mournful recital of * ne- 


ceſſary to be known. 


: Sanſom, A little onward lend thy guiding hand 
To theſe dark fteps, a little farther on; 
For yonder bank hath choice · of ſun and ſhade; 
There Jam wont to fit when any: chance 
| Relieves me from my taſk of ſervile toil, 
Daily in the common priſon elſe enjoin'd me.— 
O wherefore was my birth from heav'n forotold 
Twice by an angel? — _ 


"© Why was my breeding order'd ond preſeribd, 


As of a perſon ſeparate to God, 


- - Peſign'd for great exploits ; if I muſt die 
5.58 Bay's, captiv'd, and both my eyes put we” 


:— Whom have I to complain of but myſelf? 
Who this high gift of ſtrength, committed to me, 
In what part lodg'd, how eaſily bereft me, 
Under the ſeat of filence could not keep, 


But weakly to a woman muſt reveal it. * 


His foliloquy i is interrupted by a chorus or company 
of men of his own tribe, who condole his miſeries, 


extenuate his fault, and conclude with a ſolemn 


K 4 - vindica- 


N 
3 
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his overthrow. 


vindication of dvine juſtice. So that at the con- 
cluſion of the firſt act there is no deſign laid, no 


diſcovery made, nor any Gipolition formed towards 


the ſubſequent event. 


In the ſecond act, Mansab, the far of Samſon, 


| | comes to ſeck his ſon,.and, being ſhewn him by the 


chorus, breaks out into lamentations of his miſery, 
and campariſons of his preſent with his former 


ſtate, repreſenting to him the ignominy which his 


religion ſuffers, by the feſtival this day celebrated in 
honour of Dagon, to * the idolaters aſcribed 


then bear'ſt © 
; '" EAT and Mare the burthen of that fault; 
| Bitterly haſt thou paid and ſtill art paying 
That rigid ſcore. A worſe thing yet remains, 
This day the Phil;/flines a pop lar feaſt 
Here celebrate in Gaza; and proclaim - 5 
Great pomp and facrifice, and praiſes loud 


To Dagon, as their God, who-hath deliver'd 


Thee, Samſon, bound and blind into their hands, 
Them out of thine, who flew'ſt them ou. 


a Samſon; touched with this reproach, makes e a re- 
ply equally penitential and pious, which his father 
conſiders as the effuſion of prophetick confidence. 


Samſon. OE - God be ſure, . 
Will not connive or linger thus provok'd, 
But will ariſe and his great name aſſert: 
Dagon muſt ſtoop, and ſhall ere long receive 


.- Such a diſcomfit, as ſhall quite deſpoil him 


Of all theſe boaſted pps won on me. 
. | | Manah, 


- 
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Manoah. With caut this hope relibves thee, 
and theſe words 
I as a prophecy receive ; for God, th 
Nothing more certain, will not jong defer _ 
To vindicate the glory of his name. 


＋ his part of the dialogue, as it might re to 
animate or exaſperate Samſon, cannot, I think, be 

cenſured” as -wholly ſuperfluous ; but. the ſucceed- 

ing diſpute, in which Samſon contends. to die, and 
which his father breaks off, that he may go to ſo- 

licit hig releaſe, is only valuable for its own beauties, 
and has no tendency | to introduce any * that 
follows it. 

The next event of the 1 is the . of 
Dalilab, with all her graces, artifices, and allure- 
ments. This produces a dialogue, in a very high 
degree elegant. and inſtructive, from which ſhe 
retires, after ſhe. has. exhauſted. her perſuaſions, 

and is no more ſeen nor. heard of; nor has her 
2 any effect but that of raiſing the Eharadter of 
Samſon. 
In the fourth act enters Harapha, the giant of 
Gatb, whoſe name had never been mentioned be- 
fare, and who has now no other motive of coming, 
than to ſee the man whoſe * e 
fo loudly « celebrated. . | 


Haraph. Much Ih have a | 

Oft thy prodigious might, and feats perform'd* y 

Incredible to me; in this diſpleas d. 

That I was never preſent in the place. ky 

Of thoſe encounters, where we might have tied : 

Each others force in camp or liſted fields: 

And now am come to ſee of whom ſuch noiſa 
1 ä 


%.@ 
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Hath walk d about, and each limb to ſurvey, 
If thy appearance anſwer loud report. 


Samſon challenges him to the combat ; and, Ser 


an interchange of reproaches, elevated by repeated 
defiance on one ſide, and imbittered by contemp- 
tuous inſults on the other, Harapha retires; we 
then hear it determined, by Samſon and the chorus, 
that no conſequence good or bad wil proceed from 
their interview. 


Chorus. He will directly to the lords, 1 far 


And with malicious counſel ſtir them up 


* Some \ way or other farther to afflict thee. —_. 
han? He muſt allege ſome cauſe, and offer 


ht 
Will not __ mention, leſt a queſtion riſe, 


"Whether he durſt accept the offer or not ; 


And that he durſt not, plain enough appear'd 
At laſt, in the fifth act, appears a ke EI 


from the lords aſſembled at the feſtival of Dagon, 
with a ſammons by which San ſon i is required to 
come and entertain them with ſome proof of his 
ftrength. Samſon, after a ſhort expoſtulation, diſ- 
miſſes him with a firm and reſolute refuſal ; but 
during the abſence of the meſſenger, having a while | 
* defended the propriety of his conduct, he at laſt de- 
clares himſelf moved by a ſecret impulſe to comply, 


and utters ſome dark preſages of a great event to be 
brought to pals by his agency, under the direction 
of Providence. | 


Samſ. Be of good courage; 1 1 to TY 
Same rouſing motions in me, which diſpoſe 
To ſomething extraordinary my thoughts. 


1 with this e wi go along, 


2+ £55 4, 5 | Nothing 
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Nothing to do, be ſure, that may.diſhonour 
Our law, or ſtain my vow of Nazarite. 
If there <6 ought of preſage in the mind, 


This day will be remarkable in my life 
By ſome great act, or of my days the laſt. 


While Samſan is conducted off by the meſſenger, 
his father returns with hopes of ſucceſs in his ſolicit- 
ation, upon which he confers: with the chorus till 
their dialogue is interrupted, firſt 'by 4 ſhout of 
triumph, and afterwards by. ſcreams: of horror and 
agony. As they ſtand deliberating where they ſhall 
be ſecure, a man who had been preſent at the ſhow 
enters, and relates how Samſon, having prevailed on 
his guide to ſuffer him to lean againſt the main pil- 
lars of the theatrical edifice, tore down the roof 8 2 
the ſj pectators and himſelf, 


- Thoſe two maſſy * 
With horrible confuſion, to and fro, 
He tugg'd, he ſhook, till down they came, and 
1 drew 
= he whole roof after 142 195 burſt of thunder, 
Upon the heads of all who ſat beneath 
Samſon with theſe immixt, inevitably 
Pull'd down the ſame deſtruction on himſelfs 


This is undoubtedly a juſt and regular cataſtrophe, 
and the poem, therefore, has a beginning aud: 
an end which Aristotle himſelf could not have diſ- 
approved; but it muſt be allowed to want a middle, 
ſince nothing paſſes between the firſt act and the 
laſt, that either haſtens or delays the death of Sam- 
ſon. The whole dram̃a, if its ſuperfluities were cut 
off, would ſcarcely fill a ſingle act; yet this is the: 
tragedy which innere has admired, apd n 
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—_ tam L fautor inepte *. . 
"UF mon boe Fateatur. 3 Hon. 


What doating bigot, to his faults fs blind, 
As not to * this, can Milton find? 


Ti is, common, ſays Bank, to deſire the end 
without enduring the means. Every member 

2 ſociety feels and acknowledges the neceſſity of 
detecting crimes, yet ſcarce any degree of virtue or 
reputation is able to ſecure an informer from pub- 
liek batred. The learned world has always admitted 
the uſefulneſs of critical diſquiſitions, yet he that 
attempts to ſhew, however modeſtly, the failures of 

_ a celebrated writer, ſhall ſurely irritate his admirers, 


| A2ud incur the imputation of envy, captiouſneſs, and 
i | malignity. | 
1 Wich this danger full in my view, I ſhalf proceed 


. to examine the ſentiments of Milton's tragedy, which, | 
t though much leſs liable to cenſure than the diſpoſi- 
tion of his plan, are, like thoſe of other writers, 

Y ſometimes expoſed to juſt exception for want of | 

BE Care, or want of diſcernment. * 

Sentiments are proper and improper as they 

El: ak more or leſs with the character and circum- 

|  MRances of the perſon to whom they are attributed, 

5 with the rules of the compoſition in which they are 
found, or with * ſettled and unalterable nature ol 
things. => 

It is common among the tragick poets to intro- 
dots their perſons alluding to events or opinions, 
of which they could not poſſibly have any know- 


ledge. The barbarians of remote or newly diſco- 


5 | | > vered 
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vered regions often: diſplay their ſkill in European 
learning. The god of love is mentioned in Tas 


merlane with all the familizrity of a Roman epigram- 
matiſt ; and a late writer has put Harvey's doctrine 


of the- cireuliden of the blood into the mouth of 


a Turkiſh ſtateſman, who lived near two centuries. 
before it was knowmeven to philoſophers or ana- 
. tomiſts. 

Milton's learning, which acquainted him with: 
the manners of the antient eaſtern nations, and 
his invention, which required no aſſiſtance from 
the common cant of poetry, have preſerved him 

from frequent outrages of local or chronological 

- propriety. Vet he has mentioned Chalybean Steel, 
of which it is not very likely that his chorus ſhould 
| have heard, and has made A the general name of 
a mountain, in a region where the Achs could 
fcarcely be known. 


No medicinal liquor « can aſſwage, 
Nor breath of cooling air from ſnowy Ap. 


He has taught Samſon the tales of Cirie, and the 9 
rens, at which he apparentiy hints in tis "OP 
with Dalilab. 


I know thy trains, 
Tho? dearly to my coſt, thy gins and toils ; 
Thy fair enchanted cup, and warb/; ing charms | 
No-more on me have pow'r. | 


But the groſſeſt error of this kind is the ſolemn 


introduction of the Phoenix in the laſt ſcene ; 

which is faulty, not only as it is incongruous to the 
perſonage to whom it is aſcribed, but as it is ſo 
evidently * to reaſon and nature, that it 


ought 
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ought never to be mentioned date as a a fable ; in any 
ſerious poem. | 


* e 


15 virtue giv'n for loſt, 5 R 
Depreſt, and overthrown, as * d, lt 
Like that ſelf-begotten bird 5 Dy 

In the Arabian woods emboſt 

That no ſecond knows, nor third, 
And lay ere while a holocauſt ; 
From out our aſhy womb now teem'd eg 

Revives, reflouriſhes, then vigorous moſt ö 

- | 
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When moſt unactive deem d, 
N And tho' her body die, her fame fuvives 
4 A ſecular bird ages: of lives. | 


$ — „ : 
E222 „ „ 


fl Another ſpecies of impropriety, is the uk. 
1 | ablenefs of thoughts to the general character of the 
poem. The ſeriouſneſs and ſolamnity of tragedy 
| | neceſſarily rejects all pointed or epigrammatical 
0 expreſſions, all remote conceits and oppoſition of 
ideas. Samſon's complaint i is therefore. too elabo- 
. rate to be natural. 


421 in the land of ann yet in W 
To live a life half dead, a Ling death, 

And bury'd ; but O yet-more an | 
Myſelf my ſepulchre, a MOYRg grave | The | s 

Bury'd, yet not exempt, _ . 

By privilege of death and burial, 

From worſt of other evils, pains and wrongs. 


Al Alafons to low and trivial objects, with Fo 
which contempt is uſually aſſociated, are doubtleſs 0 
unſuitable to a ſpecies of compoſition which ought- 
to be ts awful, * not 5 waage. 
; he 
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The remark therefore of the chorus on -=_ and 
bad news, ſeems to want elevation. 


Manoah. Lf rag ſtay will bring ſome notice: 


Cher. Of good or bad fo great, of bad the | 
../:-:fooner ; 55 
F, or evil news rides poft, while good news / | 


But of all meanneſs that has leaſt to plead-which. 
is produced by mere verbal conceits, which de- 
pending only upon ſounds, loſe their. exiſtence by 
the change of a ſyllable. Of this kind is the W 
ing dialogue. 


Chor. But had we beſt die? J ſee 3 Aoki. ; 
Samſ. Fair days have oft contracted wind and 
*. 7 Tan; 
Chor. But this nber king of tempeſt brings 
Samſ. Be leſs abſtruſe, my ridling days are paſt. 
Chor. Look now for no inchanting voice, nor 
tear .- 
The bait of honied words ; a rou abby: tongue 
Draws hitherward, I know him by his ſtride,. 
The Giant Harapha.—— | 


And yet more deſpicable. are the lines f in which 
Manoah's paternal kindneſs 3 is commended by the 
chorus. 


Fathers are wont to lay up for their ſons, | 
Thou for thy ſon art bent to lay out all. 


Samſon's complaint of the inconveniencies 


of impriſonment is not wholly without verbal 
-quaiutneſs, | 


la priſoner chain's R ſreely draw - - 
The air N alſo, cloſe and * 


From 


From the ſentiments we may properly deſcend 
to the conſideration of. the language, which, in 


dialogue remarkably ſinple and unadorned, ſel- 


Wreck. | 


How could 1 once look: up, or heave the head, 


Who, like a fooliſh pilot, have ſhipwreck'd 
My veſſel truſted to me from above, 


Fool, have divulg'd the e zift of God 
Toa deceitful woman ? 


5 eh | 
He's gone, and who knows how he may report 
Thy words, by adding fuel to the flame? 


the, chorus, which are often. ſo harſh and diſſo- 


regularity. 


Or do. NYeyes a Can this be * 
Ihbat heroick, that renown'd, 
þ Irreſiſtible een: ; whom unarm'd 
| No ſtrength 

. withſtand; 
Who tore the lon, as the lion ras 8 


Since 
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Imitation of the antients, is through the whole 


dom heię hten ad by epithets, or varied by ume; . 
yet ſometimes metaphors find admiffion, even. 
where their conſiſtency is not. accurately preſerted. 
Thus Samſon confounds W with a 9 


— 
- 


Gloriouſly rigg d; and for a word, a tear. 


And the chorus talks of adit ta may in a 


The verſification is in the dialogue much more 
ſmooth and harmonious than in the parts allotted to 


4 nant, as ſcarce. to preſerve, whether tte lines end 
with or without rhymes, any appearance of metrical 
| 


man, or * wild beaſt, voultl | 
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Since I have thus pointed out the faults of Mil- 
ten, critical integrity requires that I ſhould endea 
vour to diſplay his excellencies, though they will 
not eaſily be dĩſcovered in ſhort quotations, becauſe 
they conſiſt in the juſtneſs of diffuſe reaſonings, or 

in the contexture and method of continued dia- 
logues; this play having none of theſe deſeriptions, 
ſimilies, or ſplendid ſentences, with which other tra- 
gedies are fo laviſnly adorned: 

Yet ſome paſlages may be ſelected which ſcem 
to deſerve. particular notice, either as containing 
ſentiments of paſſion, repreſentations of life, pre- 
cepts of conduct, or ſallies of imagination. It is 
not eaſy to give a; ſtronger repreſentation of the 

wearineſs of deſpondeney, than in the nas of. 
Samſon to his father. $f; 


3 my * ſpirits * 

My hopes all flat; nature within me ſeems 
Ir all her functions weary of herſelf; 
My, race of glory run, and race of ſhame: 2 
And I ſhall ſhortly be with them that reſt... 


The reply of Samſon to. the flattering Dalilab - 
affords a juſt and ſtriking -deſcriptiomof the ſtratas- 
gems and allurements of feminine hiypoeriſy. | 


- » 


W 
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— heft are thy wonted arts, 
And arts of evꝰry woman falſe like thee, 7, 
To break all faith, all vows, deceive, betray; 
"Then as repentant to ſubmit, beſeech, 
* And reconcilement move with fejgn'd remorſe, 
| Confeſs and promiſe wonders in her change; 
» Not truly penitent, but chief to wy” 
Her huſband, how far urg'd his patience bears, 
c T0; virtue or weakeneſs which way to aſſail: 
| Then 
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Then with more cautious and inſtructed ſkill 
Again tranſgreſſcs, and again ſubmits. 


When Banſon has refuſed to . oy himſelf * 

foetade at the feaſt of Dagon, he firſt juſtifies his 

' behaviour | to the chorus, who charge him with 

having ſerved the Philiſtines, by a.very juſt diſtinc- 

tion; and then deſtroys the common excuſe of 

- cowardice and ſervility, which any een 
Fe with compulſion. 


Chor. Vet with thy ftrength thou ſerv che 
„„ 
San. Not in their idol worſhip, but by abou 
.. Honeſt and lawful to deſerve my food - 
Of thoſe who have * in their civil power.. 
Chor. Where the heart. ; Joins not, outward 
acts defile not. 
_ Sanſ. Whete outward force” conſtrains the 
ſentence holds, Ef 
But who conftrains me to'the tpk of ber, 
Not dragging? The Phili/ttne lords command. 
Commands are no conſtraints. If Tobey them, 
Ido it freely, vent' ring to diſpleaſe 
od for fe Nat of man ſh and,man preſs. 
1 Set God behind. 


The compleiet of blindneſs which Samſon pours 
out at the beginning of the tragedy is equally ad- 
dreſſed to the paſſions and the fancy. The enu- 
meration of his miſeries is ſucceeded by a very 

pleaſing train of poetical images, and concluded by 

ſuch expoſtulations and wiſhes, as reaſon too often 
ſubmits to learn from deſpair. . 0 4 


* 


O firſt created beam, and thou great ets” 
Let there be light, and light was over all; EY 
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Why am I thus bereav d thy prime op 4 
The ſun to me is dark, _ 
And ſilent as the moon, 
When ſhe deſerts the night, 
Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. 
Since light ſo neceſſary is to life, | 
And almeſt life itſelf; if it be true, 1 
That light is in the foul, | i 
She all in ev'ry part; why was the fabe+: 
To ſuch a tender ball as th' eye confin'd, - 
So obvious and fo eaſy to be quenched, 
| And not, as feeling, thro? all parts diflus'd, 
That ſhe may look at will thro' ev” ry: pore. 


Suck are the faults and ſuch. the beauties of Sam- 


5 ſon Agoniftes, which I have ſhewn with no other 
| 'purpoſe than to promote the knowledge of true 
eritieiftn. The everlaſting verdure of Milton's 


laurels bas nothing to fear from the blaſts of ma- 
lignity; nor can my attempt produce any other 


effect, than to , their en * lopping 
their luxuriance. 188 | | | 


Nun. 10 | Tozway, Fu 23, 1751. | 
Hilarigns —— virtus. RI STAT. 
Greatneſs with eaſe, and gay ſeverity. TER ol 


To the RAMBLER. 
8 IR, 


liticians have 8 obſerved, that the NOIR 
events may be often — back to flender 


cauſes. Petty competition or caſual friendſhip, 
the prudence of a _ or the garrulity of a 


woman, 
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woman, have hindered or promoted the moſt im- 
portant ſchemes, and haſtened or retarded the re- 
volutions of empire. 1 
Whoever ſhall review his life will generally 
| find, that the whole tenor of his conduct has 


been determined by ſome accident of no apparent 
moment, or by a combination of inconſiderable 
circumſtances, acting when his imagination was 
unoccupied, and his judgment unſettled; and: that 
his principles and actions have taken their colour 


from ſome ſecret. infuſion, mingled without defign. 


in the current of his ideas. The deſires that predo- 
minate-in: our hearts, are inſtilled by impercept- 
ible. communications. at the time when we look. 


upon the . various ſcenes of the world, and the 
different employments of men, with: the neutra- 
, ity of inexperience; and we come forth from the 
nurſery or- the ſchool, invariably deſtined to the 
* purſuit of great acquiſitions, or petty accompliſh- 
ments. \ 


Such was the impulſe by which I have been kent 


in motion from my earlieſt years. I was born to 
an inheritance which · gave my childhood a claim 
to diſtinction and careſſes, x was accuſtomed to 
| hear applauſes, before they, had much influence on- 


my thbughts, The firſt praiſe of which I re- 


member myſelf ſenſible was ha of good-humour, — 


which, do I deſerved it or not when it was 
beſtowed, I have ſince made it my whole buſineſs : 
to propagate and maintain. 

When I was ſent to ſchool, the gaiety of my” 


book, and the livelineſs of- my loquacity, ſoon gain- 
ed me admiſſion to hearts not- yet fortified againſt 


affection by artifice or intereſt, I was entruſted 


with "ey ſtratagem, and aſſociated in every 
: - - | ſport ; 32 
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ſport; my company gave alacrity to a frolick, 
and gladneſs to a holiday. I was indeed ſo much 
employed in adjuſting or executing ſchemes of di- 

verſion, that I had no leiſure for my taſks, but was 


: furniſhed with exerciſes, and inſtructed in my lef-' 

ſons, by ſome kind patron of the higher claſſes. 

= My maſter, not ſuſpecting my deficiency, or un- 

; willing to detect what his kindneſs would not punifſi 

t. nor his impartiality excuſe, allowed me to eſcape 

r with a ſlight examination, laughed at the pertneſs 

„ of my ignorance, and the ſprightlineſs of my ab- 

. ſurdities, and could not forbear to ſhow that he 

-. regarded me with ſuch - tendernefs, as genius and 

K* learning can ſeldom exeite. 5 5 

e From ſchool I was diſmiſſed to the univerfity, 

— where I. ſoon drew, upon me the notice of the 

e younger ſtudents, and was the conſtant partner 

e of their morning walks, and evening compota- 

— tions. I was not indeed much celebrated for li- 

= terature, but was looked-on with indulgence as a 

t man of parts, who wanted nothing but the dul- 8 
0 neſs of a ſcholar, and might become eminent K 
m whenever he ſhould cendeſcend to labour and | 
0 attention. My tutor a while reproached me with | | | 
n- negligence, and repreſſed my fallies with ſupercili- 

e- ous gravity; yet having natural good humour lurk- 

* ing in his heart, he could net long hold out againſt 

ul the power. of hilarity, but after a few months be- 

ſs + gan to relax the muſcles of diſciplinarian morofe- 

neſs, received me with ſmiles after an elopement, 
2 . and, that he might not betray his truſt to his fond- 
n- neſs, was content to ſpare my diligence by increaſ- 
ſt ing his own. | | 
ed Thus I continued to diſſipate the gloom of cel- 
a legiate auſterity, to waſte my own life in idleneſs, 

32 F 
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and lure others from their ſtudies, till the happy. 
hour arrived, when I was ſent to London. I foon 


_ diſcovered the town to be the proper element of 


youth and gaiety, and was quickly diſtinguiſhed as: 


a wit by the ladies, a ſpecies of beings only heard 
of at the univerſity, whom I had no ſooner the hap-. 
pineſs of approaching than I devoted all my facul- 
ties to the ambition of pleaſing them. 

A wit, Mr. Rambler, in the dialect of ladies, 
is not always a man, who, by the action of a 


vigorous fancy upon comprehenſive knowledge, 


brings diſtant ideas unexpectedly together, who by 
ſome peculiar acuteneſs diſcovers reſemblance in 


objects diflimilar to common eyes, or by mixing 


heterogeneous notions dazzles the attention with 


ſudden ſcintillations of conceit. A lady's wit is 
a man who can make ladies laugh, to which, 
however eaſy it may ſeem, many gifts of nature, 

and attainments of art, muſt commonly concur. 
He that hopes_to be conceived as a wit in female 
aſſemblies, ſhould have a form neither ſo amiable 
as to ſtrike with admiration, nor ſo coarſe as to 

raiſe diſguſt, with an underſtanding too feeble to 
be dreaded, and too forcible to be deſpiſed. The 

other parts of the character are more ſubject to 
variation; it was formerly eſſential to a wit, that 
half his back ſhould be covered with a ſnowy fleece, 
and at a time yet more remote ho- man was a wit 
without his boots. In the days of the Spectator 
a ſnuff- box ſeems to have been indiſpenſible; but 
in my time an embroidered coat was ſufficient, 
without any preciſe regulation of the _ of his | 


_ dreſs. 


But wigs and boots and” bon are vain. 


* a e reſolution to be merry, and 


who 
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who can always find ſupplies of mirth ! Juvenal 
indeed, in his compariſon of the two oppoſite' - 


philoſophers, wonders only whence an unexhauſt- 
ed fountain of tears could be diſcharged : but 


had Juvenal, with all his ſpirit, undertaken my pro- 
vince, he would have found conſtant gaiety equally 


difficult to be fupported. Conſider, Mr. Rambler, 


and compaſhonate the condition of a man, who 


has taught every company. to expect from him 


a continual feaſt of laughter, an unintermitted 
ſtream of jocularity. The taſk of every other 


ſlave has an end. The rower in time reaches the 
port; the lexicographer at laſt fands the conclu- 
ſion of his alphabet; only the hapleſs wit has his 
labour always to begin, the call for novelty. is never 
ſatisfied, and one elt only raiſes expectation of 
another, 

I know that 6 among men of learning and aſperity, 
the retainers to the female world are not much re- 
garded ; yet I cannot but hope that if you knew at 


how dear à rate our honours are purchaſed, you 
would look with fome gratulation on our ſucceſs, - 
and with ſome pity on our miſcarriages. Think on 


the miſery of him: who is condemned to cultivate 
barrenneſs and ranſack vacuity ; who is obliged to 
continue his talk when his meaning is ſpent, to raiſe 
m*”*ment without images, to haraſs his imagina- 


tion 10 queſt of thoughts which he cannot ſtart, and 
his memory in purſuit of narratives which he cannot 
overtake ; obſerve the effort with which he trains 
to conceal deſpondency by a ſmile, and the diſtreſs 


in which he fits while the eyes of the company are 


fixed upon him as their laſt refuge from ſilence and 
dejection. . | | 
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' It were endleſs to recount the ſhifts: to which 1 


* been reduced, or to enumerate the · different 


ſpecies of artificial wit. I regularly frequented 
coffee-houſes, and have often · lived a week upon 


an expreſſton, of which he who dropped it did not 


know the value. When fortune did not favour my 
erratick induſtry, T gleaned jeſts at home from ob- 
ſolete farces. To collect wit was indeed ſafe, for 
J conſorted with none that looked much into books, 
but to diſperſe it was the difficulty. A ſeeming ne- 
. gligence was often uſeful, and. I have very ſucceſs- 


fully made a reply not to . the lady had ſaid, but 


to what it was convenient for me to hear; for very 
few were ſo perverſe as to rectify a miſtake which 
had. given occaſion to a burſt of merriment. Some- 
times I drew the converſation up by degrees to a 


proper point, and produced a conceit which I had 


treaſured up, like ſportſmen who boaſt of killing 


the foxes which they lodge in the covert. Emi- 


nence is however in ſome happy moments gained 


at leſs expence ; I have delighted a whole circle at 


one time with a ſeries of quibbles, and made my- 
ſelf good company at another, by ſcalding my 
fingers, or miſtaking a lady's lap for my own 
har. --- 

- Theſe are artful deceits OR uſeful expedients; 3 
but expedients are at length exhauſted, and de- 
ceits detected. Time itfelf, among other inju- 
ries, | diminiſhes the power of pleaſing, and 1 
now find in my forty-fifth year many pranks and 

ies very caldly-received, which had -for- 
merly filled a whole room with Jollity and -accla- 
mation. I am under the melancholy neceſlity of 


| e that character OY Rudy, which 1 


gained 


4 
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gained by levity, having learned too late that gaiety - 
muſt be recommended by higher qualities, and that 


mirth can never pleaſe long but as the effloreſcence 
of a mind loved for its luxuriance, but eſteemed for 


its uſefulneſs. 
J am, &c. 


PaAPILITIUS. 
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A giant ſhepherd here his flock maintains 

Far from the reſt, and ſolitary reigns, 

In ſhelter thick of horrid ſhade reclin'd ; 

And gloomy miſchiefs labour in his mind: 

A form enormous! far unlike the race 

Of human birth, in ſtature or in face. PorR 


To the RAMBLER. 
rf F AVING been accuſtomed to retire annually 
from the town, I lately accepted the invita- 
tion of Eugenio, who has an eſtate and feat in a 
diſtant county. As we were unwilling to travel 
without improvement, we turned often from the 
direct road to pleaſe ourſelves with the view of na- 
ture or of art; we examined every wild mountain 
and medicinal ſpring, criticiſed every edifice, con- 


templated every ruin, and. compared every ſcene 
Vor. III. L of 
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of action with the narratives of hiſtorians, By this 
ſucceſſion of amuſements we enjoyed the . of 
a journey without ſuffering the fatigue, and had no- 
thing to fegret but that, by a progreſs ſo leiſurely 

and gentle, we miſſed the adventures of a roſt-clatte 


and the pleaſure of alarming villages with the tumult 
of our paſſage, and of diſguiling our inſignificancy 
by the dignity of hurry. 

The firſt week after our arrival at Eugenio's houſe 
was paſled in receiving viſits from his neighbours, 
who Crowded about him with all the eagerneſs of 
benevolence ; ſome impatient to learn the news of 
the court and town, that they might be qualified by 
- authentick information to dictate to the rural politi- 
cians on the next bowling day; others deſirous of 
his intereſt to accommodate diſputes, or of his ad- 
vice in the ſettlement of their fortunes and the mar- 
riage of their children. 

The civilities which he had received were foon 


to be returned; and I paſſed ſome time with great 


ſatisfaction in roving through the country, and 
viewing the ſeats, gardens, and plantations, which 
are ſcattered over it. My pleaſure would indeed 
have been greater had I been ſometimes allowed to 


wander in a park or wilderneſs alone, but to appear 


as the friend of Eugenio was an honour not to be 
enjoyed without ſome inconveniencies ; ſo much 


was every one ſolicitous for my regard, that I could 


| ſeldom eſcape to ſolitude, or ſteal a moment from 
the emulation of complaiſance, and the vigilance of 
offi ciouſneſs. 

In theſe rambles of good neighbourhood, we 
frequently paſſed by a houſe of unuſual magnifi- 
cence. While I had my curioſity yet diſtracted 
among many noveltics, it did not much attract my 
obſervations 
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obſervation; but in a ſhort time I could not forbear 


ſurveying it with particular notice; for the length of 
the wall which incloſed the gardens, the diſpoſition 


of the ſhades that waved over it, and the canals, of 


which I could obtain ſome glimpſes through the 
trees from our own windows, gave me reaſon to 
expect more grandeur and beauty than I had yet 
ſeen in that province. I therefore enquired, as we 


rode by it, why we never, amongſt our excurſions, 


ment an hour where there was ſuch an appearance 
of ſplendor and affluence. Eugenio told me that 
the ſeat which I ſo much admired, was commonly 
called in the country the haunted houſe, and that 
no viſits were paid there by any of the gentle- 
men whom J had yet ſeen. As the haunts of in- 
corporeal beings are generally ruinous, neglected, 
and deſolate, I eafily conceived that there was 
ſomething to be explained, and told him that I ſup- 
poſed it only fairy ground, on which we might 
venture by day-light without danger. The dan- 


ger, ſays he, is indeed only that of appearing to 
ſolicit the acquaintance of a man, with whom 


it is not poſſible to converſe without infamy, and 


who has driven from him, by his infolence or ma- 


kgnity, every human "OY who can live with - 
out him. 


Our converſation was then accidentally inter- 


rupted; but my inquiſitive humour being no- 


in motion, could not reſt without a full account 
of this newly diſcovered prodigy. I was ſoon 
informed that the fine houſe and ſpacious gardens 
were haunted by ſquire Bluſter, of whom it was 
very eaſy to learn the character, ſince nobody had 


regard for him ſufficient to hinder them from telling 
waatever they could diſcover. 


L 2 Squire 
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Squire Bluſter is deſcended of an ancient family. 
The eſtate which his anceſtors had immemorially 
poſſeſſed was much augmented by captain Blufter, 

ink ſerved under Drake in the reign of Elizabeth; 
and the Bluſters, who were before only petty gen- 
tlemen, have from that time frequently repreſented 
the ſhire in parliament, been choſen to preſent ad- 
dreſſes, and given laws at hunting- matches and 
3 races. They were eminently hoſpitable and po- 
bm | pular, till the father of this gentleman died of an 
election. His lady went to the grave ſoon after 
him, and left the-heir, then only ten years old, to 
"8 the care of his grandmother, who would not ſuffer 
1 him to be controlled, becauſe ſhe could not bear 
| | to hear him cry; and never ſent him to ſchool, 


mx I c 


ff þ becauſe ſhe was not able to live without his com- 
bl | 2 pany. She taught him however very early to-in- 
316 ſpect the ſteward's accounts, to dog the butler 
uh |! from the cellar, and to catch the ſervants at a 
1 junket; ſo that he was at the age of eighteen a 

Us | complete maſter of all the lower arts of domeſ- r 

105 tick policy, had often on the road detected com- v 

1 binations between the coachman and the oſtler, th 
1 and procured the diſcharge of nineteen maids 

WH for illicit correſpondence with cottagers and char- fo 

. - -women. 80 

F By the opportunities of parſimony which mino- hi 

[ rity affords, and which the probity of his guard- lik 

TY tans had diligently improved, a very large ſum It 

\ of money was accumulated, and he found himielf, be 

- when he took his affairs into his own hands, the tis 

| 178 richeſt man in the county. It has been long ſuf 

. tte cuſtom of this family to celebrate the heir 's do 

f completion of his twenty-firſt year, by an en- her 

i4=_ nent, at which the houſe is thrown open - by 

| a to | 
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to all that are inclined to enter it, and the whole 


province flocks together as to a general feſtivity. 
On this occaſion young Blaſter exhibited the fuſt 


tokens of his future eminence, by ſhaking his 


purſe at an old gentleman, who had been the 
intimate friend of his ſather, and offering to wa- 
ger a greater ſum than he could afford to ven- 


ture; a practice with which he has, at one time 


or other, inſulted every freeholder within ten miles 
round him. 

His next acts of offence were committed in a 
contentious and ſpiteful vindication of the privi- 
leges of his manors, and a rigorous and relent- 


leſs proſecution. of every man that prefumed to 


violate- his game. As he happens to have no eſtate 
adjoining equal to his own, his oppreſſions are 
often borne without reſiſtance, for fear of a long 
fait, of which he delights to count the expences 


without the leaſt ſolicitude about the event; for 


he knows, that where nothing but an honorary 
right is conteſted, the poorer antagoniſt muſt al- 


ways ſuffer, whatever ſhall be the laſt deciſion of 


the law. 
By the ſucceſs of ſome of theſe diſputes, he has 


ſo elated his inſolence, and by reflection upon the 


general hatred which they have brought upon 


him, ſo irritated his virulence, that his whole 


life is ſpent in meditating or executing miſchief. 
It is his common practice to procure his hedges to 


be broken in the night, and then to demand ſa- 


tisfaction for damages which his grounds have 
ſuffered from his neighbour's cattle. An old wi-. 
dow was yeſterday ſoliciting E ugento to enable 
her to replevin her only cow then in the pound: 


the. "_ Blu/ter's order, who had ſent one of 
kt: bis 
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his agents to take advantage of her calamity. 
and permade her to ſell the cow at an under rate. 


He has driven a day-labourer from his cottage, 


for gathering blackberries in a hedge for his 
children; and has now an old woman in the 
county-jail for a treſpaſs which ſhe - committed, 
by. coming into his ground to pick. up acorns for | 
her hog. 

Money, in whatever hands, will confer power. 
Diſtreſs will fly to immediate refuge, without. 
much . conſideration of remote conſequences. 
Bluſter has therefore a: deſpotick authority in 
many families, whom he has affiſted, on preſſing 
occaſions, with larger ſums than they can eaſily 
repay. The only viſits that he makes are to 


theſe houſes of misfortune, where he enters with 


the inſolence of abſolute command, enjoys the 


- terrors of the family, exacts their obedience, riots, 


at: their charge, and in the-height of his joy -inſults- 
the father with menaces, and the ne with. 
obſcenity. | 

He is of late ſomewhat leſs offenſive; for one of. 
his debtors, after gentle expoſtulations, by which. 
he was only irritated to groſſer qutrage, ſeized him 
by. the ſleeve, led him trembling into the court-. 
yard, and cloſed the door upon him in a ſtormy. 
night. He took his uſual. revenge next morning. 
by a writ ; but the debt was diſcharged by the aſſiſt- 


ance of E ugenid. 


It is his rule to ſuffer his W to owe . 


rent, becauſe by this indulgence he. ſecures to 


himſelf the power of ſeizure whenever he has an 
inclination to amuſe himſelf with calamity, and 
feaſt his ears with entreaties and lamentations. 


Vet as he is ſometimes ee liberal to 
theſe. 
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thoſe whom he happens to adopt as favourites, 


and lets his lands at a cheap rate, his farms. 
are never long unoccupied; and when one is 
ruined by oppreſſion, the poſſibility of better 
fortune quickly lures another to ſupply his 
place. 

Such is the life of luis Blufter ; a man in 
whofe power fortune has liberally placed the 
means of happineſs, but who has defeated all 
her gifts of their end by the depravity of his 


mind. He is wealthy without followers ; he is 


magnificent without witneſſes ; he has birth with- 
out alliance, and influence without dignity. His 
neighbours ſcorn him as a brute; his dependents 
dread him as an oppreſſor; and he has only the 
gloomy comfort of reflecting, _ if he is hated, 
he is likewiſe feared. 


I am, SIR, Sc. 
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. Nums. 143. T VESDAY, Fuly 30, 1731, 


— cornieula riſum 


Furtivis nudata coleribus. ; Honk. 


Leſt when the birds their various colours claim 
Stripp'd of his ſtolen pride, the crow forlorn _ 
Should ſtand the laughter of the publick ſcorn, FRANCIS. 


A ONG the innumerable practices by which 
intereſt or envy have taught thoſe who live 


upon literary fame to diſturb each other at their airy 


banquets, one of the moſt common is the charge of 


plagiariſm. When the excellence of a new com- 


poſition can no longer be conteſted, and malice is 
compelled to give way to the unanimity of applauſe, 
there is yet this one expedient to be tried, by which 
the author may be degraded, though his work be 
reverenced ; and the excellence which we cannot 


obſcure, may be ſet at ſuch a diſtance as not to 


overpower our fainter luſtre. 
This accuſation is dangerous, ba, even 
when it is falſe, it may be ſometimes urged with 


probability. Bruyere declares, that we are come 


into the world too late to produce any thing new, 
that nature and life are preoccupied, and that 
deſcription and ſentiment have been long exhauſted. 


It is indeed certain, that whoever attempts any 
common topick, will find unexpected coincidences 


of his thoughts with thoſe of other writers; nor 


can the niceſt judgment always diſtinguiſh acci- 
dental ſimilitude from artful imitation. There is 


likewiſe a common ſtock of images, a ſettled mode 
of arrangement, and a beaten track of tranſition, 


which all authors ſuppoſe themſelves at liberty to 
me and which RO the reſemblance generally 


obſervable 
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obſervable among cotemporaries. So that in book 


which beſt deſerve the name of originals, there is 


little new beyond the diſpoſition of materials al- 
ready provided; the fame ideas and combinations 


of ideas have been long in the poſſeſſion of other 
hands; and by reſtoring to every man his own, as 
the Romans muſt have returned to their cots from 
the poſſeſſion of the world, ſo the moſt inventive 
and fertile genius would reduce his folios to a few 
pages. Yet the author who-imitates his predeceſſors 
only by furniſhing himſelf with thoughts and ele- 
gancies out of the ſame general magazine of litera- 


ture, can with little more propriety be reproached - 


as a plagiary, than the architect can be cenſured as. 
a mean copier of Angelo or Wren, becauſe he digs 
his marb'e from the ſame quarry, ſquares his ſtones 
by the ſame art, and unites them i in columns of the 
ſame orders. 


Many ſubjects fall under the coliilerncicn of an * | 


author, . which being limited by nature can admit 


only of ſlight and accidental diverſities. All defi- 
nitions of the ſame thing muſt be nearly the ſame ; 


and deſcriptions, which are definitions of a more 


lax and fanciful kind, muſt always have in ſome 


degree that reſemblance to each other which they 
al have to their object. Different poets deſcribing 


the - ſpring or the ſea would mention the zephyrs 


and the flowers, the billows and the rocks; reflect- 
ing on human lite, they would, without any com- 
munication .of opinions, ment the deceitfulneſs 


of hope, the fugacity of pleaſure, the fragility of ö 


beauty, and the frequency of calamity; and for 
palliatives of theſe incurable miſeries, they would 
concur in recommending kindneſs, nnn 
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When therefore there are found in Virgil ang. 


Horace two ſimilar paſlages, | 


He tibi erunt arte; 


Parcere JubjeAis, et debellare 8 | ViRso. 


To tame the proud, the fetter'd ſlave to free: 
Theſe are imperial arts, and worthy thee. . DarpEx. 


Imperet bellante Priar, gacentem., | 
Lenis in boftem... Hor. 
Let Ceſar ſpread his conqueſts far, | SA 
Leſs pleas'd to triumph than to ſpare.. 


* 


it is ſurely not neceſſary to ſuppoſe with, a late: 
critick that one is copied from the other, ſince, 
neither Virgil nor Horace can be ſuppoſed i ignorant 


of the common duties of humanity, and the virtue 


of moderation in ſucceſs... 


Cicero and Ovid have on very different en 


remarked how little of the hanour of a victory be- 
longs to the general, when his ſoldiers and his for- 


tune have made their: deductions; yet why ſhould. 


Ovid be ſuſpected to have owed to Tully an obſer- 


vation which perhaps occurs to Every man that ſees 


or hears of military glories. 
Tully obſerves of Achilles, that had not Homer: 


uritten, his valour had been without praiſe, + 
Nh Lias illa extitiſſat, idem-tumulus gui ne Yor comexerat; - 


nomen ejus obruiſſet. 


Unleſs the Iliad had been publiſhed, his name had been 


| loſt in the tomb that covered his body. 
Horace tells us with more energy that there were 


brave men before the wars of Troy, but they were 


loſt in oblivion for want of a poet. 
-  Vixere fortes ante Agamemnna 
III; fed omnes illachrymabiles. . | \ 


Urgentur, ignotique. longa 
_ Notte, carent quia vate facre,. N 0 
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Before great Agamemnon reign'd, : 
EReign'd kings as great as he, and brave, 
Whoſe huge ambition's now contain'd 
In the ſmall compaſs of a grave: 
Tn endleſs night they ſleep, unwept, unknown: 
No Bard had they to make all time their own. FRANCIS, 


Tully enquires, in the ſame oration, why, but 


for fame, we diſturb a ſhort life with fo —_—_ 


fatigues ? | 
Quid eft quod in hoc tam exiguo vite curriculo'et tam brevi, tantis 
nos in laboribus exerceamus ? 


Why in ſo ſmall a circuit of life ſhould we employ our- 
ſelves in ſo many fatigues ? 


Horace enquires in the ſame manner, 


Quid brei fortes jaculamur vo 
Mul ta? 


Why do we aim, v with eager rife, * 125 
At things beyond the mark of life? FRANCIS. - 


when our life is of fo ſhort duration, why we form 
ſuch numerous deſigns? But. Horace, as well as 
Tully, might diſcover that records are needful:to pre- 
ſerve the memory of actions, and that no records 
were. ſo durable as poems; either of them might 
find out that life is ſhort, and that we conſume it in 
unneceſſary labour. 

There are other flowers of fiction ſo widely ſcat- 
tered and fo eaſily. cropped, that it is ſcarcely juſt 
to tax the uſe of them as an act by, which any 
particular writer is deſpoiled of his e for 
they may be ſaid to have been planted by the 
ancients in the open road of poetry for the accom- 
modation of their ſucceſſors, and to be the right 
of every one that has art to pluck them without 
ING their colours or. their fragance.- The 


1. 6 paſlage 
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paſſage of Orpheus to hell, with the recovery and 
ſecond loſs of E urydice, have been deſcribed after 
Boetius by Pope, in ſuch a manner as might juſtly 
leave him ſuſpected of imitation, were not the 
images ſuch as they might both * derived n 
more ancient writers. SY 

| Que ſontes agitant metu ee 

Ultrices ſcelerum dex ; ' 

Jam maſtæ lacrymis madent, 

Non LTrianium caput 

Felox pracipitat rota. 


p The pow'rs of vengeance, while they hear, 
Touch'd with compaſſion, drop a tear 
Tirion's rapid wheel is bound, | 
Fix'd in attention to the ſound. F. LEwIsS. 


Thy ſtone, O SHyſephus, ſtands ſtill, 
Irion reſts upon his wheel, 
And the pale ſpectres dance 
The furies ſink upon their iron beds. 
= Tandem, vincimur, arbiter : 
Umbrarum, miſeram, ait 
Donemus, comitem viro, 
Emtam carmine, conjugem. 


Subdu'd at length, Hell's pitying monarch l | 
'The ſong rewarding, let us yield the bride, F. LEWIS. n 
He ſung, and hell conſented 
To hear the poet's prayer; 
Stern Proſerpine relented, 
And gave him back the fairs 
Heu, noctis prope terminos 
Orpheus Eurydicen am 
| Vidit, perdidit, occygit : 
Nor yet the golden verge of day begun * 


When Orpbeus, her unhappy lord, 
Eurydice to life reſtor'd, 


At once beheld, and ll and was undone, F. LEWIS. 


But 


— 
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But ſoon, too ſoon, the lover turns his eyes: 
Again ſhe falls, again ſhe dies, ſhe dies ! 


| No writer can be fully convicted of imitation, 
except there is a concurrence of more reſemblance. 
than can be imagined to, have happened by chance; 
as where' the ſame ideas are conjoined without any 
natural ſeries or neceſſary coherence, or where” not 
only the thought but the words are copied. Thus 
it can ſcarcely be doubted, that in the firft of the 
following paſſages Pope remembered Ovid, and that 
in the ſecond he copied Craſhaw. 


Sæpe pater dixit, fludium yuid inutile tentas . 
Maœonides nullas ipſe reiiguit opes 

Sponte ſuã carmen numeros veniebat ad aptos, 

Et quod conabar ſcribere, werſus erat. Ovin, 

Quit, quit this barren trade, my father cry'd ; 

Ev'n Homer left no riches when he dy'd 5 

In verſe ſpontaneous flow d my native ſtrain, 

Forc'd by no ſweat or labour of the brain. F. LEWIS. 


Il left no calling for this idle trade; =_ 
No duty broke, no father diſobey'd; 
While yet a child, ere yet a foo] to fame, 
I lifp'd in numbers, for the numbers came. 
* POPE, 
| — This plain floor, 
Believe me, reader, can ſay more 
Than many a braver marble can, 8 
Here lies a truly honeſt man. CRASHAW. 


This modeſt ſtone, what few vain marbles can, 
May truly fay, Here lies an honeſt man. Pope. 


Ms - 
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Conceits, or thoughts not immediately impreſſ- 
ed by ſenſible objects, or neceſſarily ariſing from 
the coalition or compariſon of common ſentiments, 
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may be with great juſtice ſuſpected whenever they 
are found a ſecond time. Thus Waller probably 
ewed to Grotins a an elegant compliment. | 


Here lies the learned SaviPs heir, 
So early wiſe, and laſting fair, 
T hat none, except her years they told, 
Thought her a child, or thought her old. 
WII ER. 
Unica lux ſœæcli, genitoris gloria, nemo- l i Go 
Quem puerum, nemo credidit efſe ſenem. GROr. 
The age's miracle, his father's joy! | 


Nor old you wou'd pronounce him, nor a boy, 
F. LEWIS. 


And Prior was indebted for a pretty illuſtration to 
Alleyne's poetical hiſtory of Henry the ſeventh. 


For nought but light itſelf, itſelf can ſhow, 
And _ —_ can mite, what kings can do. 


 ALLEYNE. 


Your wakch's power, your 1 muſt diſcloſe, 


For what 2785 is, tis 1 light that ſnews. 
PRI OR. 


And with yet more certainty may the ſame writer 
be cenſured, for endeavouring the clandeſtine ap- 
propriation of a thought which he borrowed, ſurely 
without thinking himſelf diſgraced, from an epigram 
of. Plato. 


T Hapin vd dl rech- fo roln * Aeebas 
| Ovx ib, on ' wap, B Ourapaats .. 

Venus, take my votive glaſs, 

Since I am not what I was; . 

What from this day I ſhall be, 0 

Venus. let me never ſe. 
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As.not every inſtance of ſimilitude can-be con- 
ſidered as a proof of imitation, ſo not every imita- 
tion ought to be ſtigmatized as plagiariſm. The 
adoption of a noble. ſentiment, or the inſertion of 
a borrowed ornament, may ſometimes diſplay ſo. 
much judgment as will almoſt compenſate for in- 
vention; and an inferior genius may, without any. 


imputation of ſeryility, purſue. the path of the 


ancients, provided he declines. to tread in their 
footſte ps. 
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Daphnidis arcum 
Fregifli et calamos : que tu, perverſe 83 ; 
Et. cum vidiſti puero donata, dolebas; | | 
Er fi non aligua nocuiſſes, mortuus efſes. . VIS. 
The bow of Dapbni and the ſhafts you broke; 
When the fair boy receiv'd the gift of right; 
And but for miſchief; you had dy d for ſpite. DT DER. 


T is impoſſible to mingle in converſation with- 

out obſerving. the difficulty with which a new 
name makes its way into the world. . The firſt ap- 
pearance of excellence unites multitudes againſt it; 


: unexpected oppoſition riſes up on every ſide; the | 


celebrated and the obſcure join in the confederacy ; z 


ſubtilty furniſhes arms to impudence, and invention. . 


leads on credulity. 

The ſtrength and. unanimity . of this alliance is 
not eaſily conceived... It might- be expected that. - 
no man ſhould ſuffer his heart to be inflamed with 
malice, but by injuries; that none ſhould” buſy 
himſelf in conteſting the pretenſions of another, 


but when ſome right of his own was involved in 
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the queſtion; that at leaſt hoſtilities commenced 


without cauſe, ſhould quickly ceaſe ; that the armies 
of malignity ſhould ſoon diſperſe, when no Com- 
mon intereſt could be found to hold them together; 
and that the attack upon a riſing character ſhould be 


left to thoſe who had ſomething to hope or fear from 
the event. 


The hazards of thoſe that aſpire to eminence, 


would be much diminiſhed if they had none but 


acknowledged rivals to encounter, Their enemies 


would then be few, and what -is of yet greater 


importance, would be known. But what caution 


is ſufficient to ward off the blows of «inviſible aflail- 


ants, or what force can ſtand againſt unintermitted 


attacks, and a continual ſucceſſion of enemies? Yet 
ſuch is the ſtate of the world, that no fooner can 
any man emerge from the crowd, and fix the eyes 


of the publick upon him, than he ſtands as a mark 


to the arrows of lurking calumny, and receives in 
the tumult of. hoſtility, from diſtant and from 
nameleſs bands, wounds not always eaſy. to be 
cured. 

Tt is probable that the onſet againſt the candi- 
dates for renown, is originally incited by thoſe 
who imagine themſelves in danger of ſuffering by 
their ſucceſs; but when war is once declared, 


volunteers flock to the Randard, (multitudes follow 


the camp only for want of employment, and flying 
ſquadrons are diſperſed to every part, ſo pleaſed 
with an opportunity of miſchief that they toil with- 
out 1 of mo and pillage without hope of 
ront. 
: When any man has endeavoured to. deſerve 
diſtinction, he will be ſurpriſed to hear himſelf 
cenſured where he could not expect to have = 
name 
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named ; he will find the utmoſt acrimony. of ma- 


lice among theſe 1 8 he never could have 1 


fended. 
As there are to as found in the 3 of n 


men of every diverſity of temper and degree of 
underſtanding, calumny is diffuſed by all arts and 


methods of propagation. Nothing is too groſs or 
too refined, too cruel or too trifling to be prac- 
tiſed; very little regard is had to the rules of ho- 
nourable hoſtility, but every weapon is accounted 
lawful, and thoſe that cannot make a thruſt at liſe 

are content to keep themſelves in play with petty 
malevolence, to teize with feeble blows and i impo- 


tent diſturbance. 


But as the induftry of obſervation has divided 
the moſt miſcellaneous and confuſed aſſemblages 


into proper claſſes, and ranged the inſects of the 


ſummer, that torment us with their drones or ſtings, 


by their ſeveral tribes; the perſecutors of merit, 


notwithſtanding their numbers, may be likewiſe 
commodioufly diſtinguiſhed into Roarers, Whiſper- 
ers, and Moderators. . 
The Roarer is an enemy rather terrible than 
dangerous. He has no other qualification for 
champion of controverſy than a hardened front 
and ſtrong voice. Having ſeldom fo much defire 
to confute as to filence, he depends rather upon 
vociferation than argument, and has very little 
care to adjuſt one part of his accuſation to an- 


other, to preſerve degency in his language, or 


probability in his narratives. He has always a 
ſtore of reproachful epithets and contemptuous 


appellations, ready to be produced as occaſion may 


require, which by conſtant uſe he pours out with 
reliſtleſs as If the wealth of a trader is 
| mentioned, 
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mentioned, he without heſitation derotes him to 
bankruptcy; if the beauty. and elegance of a lady 
be commended, he wonders how the town can 
fall in love with ruſtick deformity ; if a new per- 
formance of genius happens to be celebrated; he 
pronounces the writer a. hopeteſs. idiot, without 
knowledge of books or: life, and without the un- 

derſtanding by which it muſt be acquired. His 
exaggerations are generally without effect upon 
thoſe whom he compels to hear them; and though 
it will ſometimes happen that the timorous are 
awed by his violence, and the credulous miſtake his 
confidence for knowledge, yet the opinions which 
he endeavours to ſuppreſs ſoon recover their former 
ſtrength, as the trees that bend to the tempeſt erect 
themſelves again when its force is paſt,” 

'The Whiſperer is more dangerous. He eaſily 
gains- attention by a ſoft addreſs, and exxites curio- 
ſuy by an air of importance. As ſecrets are not to 
be made cheap by promiſcuous publication, he. 
calls a ſelect audience about him, and gratifies 
their vanity with an appearance of truſt by com- 
municating his. intelligence in a low voice. Of 
the trader he can tell that though he ſeems to 
manage an extenſive commerce, and talks in high 
terms of the funds, yet his wealth is not equal to 
his reputation; he has lately ſuffered much by. an. 
expenſive project, and had a. greater ſhare than is 
acknowledged in the rich ſhip that periſhed: by the 
ſtorm. Of the beauty he has little ſay, but that. 
they who ſee her in a morning do not diſcover all 
theſe graces which are: admired in the park. Of 
the writer he affirms with great certainty, that, 
though the excellence of the- work be inconteſt- 


1180 he can claim but a ſmall part of the reputa- 
tion; 
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tion; that he owed moſt of the images and. ſenti- 
ments to a ſecret friend ; and that the accuracy. and 
equality of the ſtyle was produced by the ſucceſſive 
correction of: the chief criticks of the age, |, 

As every one 1s pleaſed with. unagining that he 
| knows ſamething not yet commonly divulged, 
ſecret hiſtory eaſily gains credit ; but it is for the 
moſt part helieved only while it circulates in whiſ- 
pers; and when, once it is openly told, 3 is openly 
confuted. 

The moſt pernicious enemy. is the man of Mo- 
deration. Without. intereſt in the queſtion, or 
any motive but honeſt curioſity, this. impartial and. 
zealous enquirer after truth is ready to hear either. 
ſide, and always diſſ poſed to kind interpretations. 
and favourable opinions. He hath heard the: 
traders affairs reported with great variation, and 
after a diligent compariſon of the evidence, con- 
cludes it probable that the ſplendid ſuperſtructure - 


of buſineſs being originally huilt upon. a narrow. 


baſis, has lately been found to totter ; but between. 


dilatory payment and bankruptcy there is a great 
diſtance; many merchants have ſupported them 
ſelves. by expedients for a time, without any. final 
injury to their creditors; and what is loſt by one 


adventure may be recovered by another. He be- 
lieves that a young lady pleaſed with admiration, 
and deſirous to make perfect what is already excel - 
lent, may heighten her charms by artificial improve- 
ments, but ſurely: moſt of her beauties muſt be 


genuine, and who can fay that he is wholly what. 


he endeavours to appear? The author he knows 
to be a man of diligence, who perhaps does not. 
ſparkle with the fire of Homer, but has the judg- 
ment to Meer his own deficiencies, and to ſup- 
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ply them by the help of others; and in his opi- 


nion modeſty is a. quality ſo amiable and rare, that 


it ought to find a patron wherever it appears, and 
may juſtly be preferred by the publick ſuffrage to 
petulant wit and oſtentatious literature. 

He who thus diſcovers failings with rfl 
neſs, and extenuates the faults which cannot be 
denied, puts an end at once to doubt or vindica- 
tion; his hearers repoſe upon his candour, and 
veracity, and admit the charge without allowing 
the excule, | 

Such are the arts by dick the envious; the idle, 
the peeviſh, and the thoughtleſs, obſtruct that worth 
which they cannot equal, and by artifices thus eaſy, 
fordid, and deteſtable, i is induſtry 'defeated, - ke 
blaſted, and genius Wa N © . 
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| Non fi priores Mæonius tenet 
| Sedes Homerus, Pindarice latent, 
Ceægue & Alcai minaces = | | 
Stefichorique graves Cament. Hex. 
| What though the muſe her Homer thrones. 
High above all the immortal quirez 
Nor Pindar's rapture ſhe difowns, 
Nor hides the plaintive Gzan lyre : 
Hleeus ſtrikes the tyrant's ſoul with dread, 
ior yet is grave Stefichorus unread. FRANCIS» 


— 


T is allowed that vocations and employments 
of leaſt dignity are of the moſt apparent uſe ; 
that the meaneſt artiſan or manufacturer contri- 
butes more to the accommodation of life, than the 
profound ſcholar and argumentative theoriſt ; 3 — 
£ 
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that the publick would ſuffer leſs preſent i inconve- 
nience from the baniſhment of philoſophers than 

from the extinction of any common trade, 

Some have been fo forcibly {truck with this | 

_ obſervation, that they have, in the firſt warmth of 
their diſcovery, thought it reaſonable to alter the 
common diſtribution of dignity, and ventured to 
condemn mankind of univerſal ingratitude. For 

juſtice exacts, that thoſe by whom we are moſt 
banks ſhould be moſt honoured. And what 11 
labour can be more uſeful than that which procures | | 
to families and communities thoſe neceſſaries Kt 
which ſupply the wants of nature, or thoſe con- 
veniencies by which caſe, ſecurity, and elegance 
are conferred ? ERS 

This 1s one of the neee theories which 
the firſt attempt to reduce them into practice cer- 

_ tainly deſtroys. If we eſtimate dignity by imme. 
diate uſefulneſs, agriculture 1s undoubtedly the firſt 
and nobleſt ſcience ; yet we fee the plow driven, 
the clod broken, the manure ſpread, the ſeeds ſcat- 
tered, and the harveſt reaped, by men whom thoſe 

that ſeed upon their induſtry will never be per- 
ſuaded to admit into the fame rank with heroes, 
or with ſages ; and who, after all the confeſſions 
which truth may extort in favour of their occ 
tion muſt be content to fill up the loweſt claſs of 
the commonwealth, to form the baſe of the ꝓ 
mid of dubordinaion, and lie buried in obſ{ 
themſelves, while they ſupport all that is — 
conſpicuous, or exalted. 


It will be found upon a cloſer inſpection, that 
this part of the conduct of mankind is by no 
means contrary to reaſon or equity. Remunera- 
"yl 6 are proportioned at once to the uſe- 
fulneſs 


— 
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fulneſs and difficulty of performances, and are 
properly adjuſted by compariſon of the mental and 
corporeal. abilities, which they appear to employ. 
That work, however neceſſary, which is carried 
on only by Wer ſtrength and manual dexterity, 
is not of equal eſteem, in the conſideration of 
rational beings, with the taſks that exerciſe the 
intellectual powers, and require the active vigour of 
imagination, or the gradual and laborious _ 
gations of reaſon. 


The merit of all manual eccupations. Gems to 


terminate in the inventor; and ſurely the firſt ages 
cannot be charged with ingratitude; ſince thoſe 


who civilized barbarians, -and taught them how to 


ſecure themſelves from cold and hunger, were 
numbered amongſt their deities. But theſe arts 


once diſcovered by philoſophy, and facilitated by 


experience, are afterwards .practiſed with very little 


aſſiſtance from the faculties of the ſoul; nor is 


any thing neceſſary to the regular diſcharge of theſe 
inferior duties, beyond that rude obſervation which 


the moſt ſluggiſh intellect may practiſe, and that 
induſtry which the ſtimulations of neceſſity Ay 


.enfotce. 

Vet though the refuſal of ſtatues and panegy- 
rick to thoſe who employ only their hands and 
| feet in the ſervice of mankind may be eaſily juſti- 
fied, I am far from intending to incite the. petu- 
lance of pride, to juſtify the ſuperciliouſneſs of 
grandeur, or-to intercept any part of that tender- 
neſs and benevolence which by -the privilege of 
their common nature one man may claim from 


another. 
That it would be neither wiſe nor equitable to 


XY diſcourage the -huſbandman, the labourer, the mi- 


8 | ner, 
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ner, or the ſmith, is generally granted; but there is 
another race of beings equally obſcare and equally 
indigent, who, becauſe their uſefulneſs is leſs ob- 
vious to vulgar apprehenſions, live unrewarded and 
die unpitied, and who- have been long expoſed to 
inſult without a ny and to cenſure; without 

an apologiſt. 

The authors uf. London were e computed 
by Swift at ſeveral thouſands, and there is not any 

' reaſon for ſuſpecting that their number has de- 
creaſed. Of theſe only a very few can be ſaid to 
produce, or endeavour to produce new ideas, to 
extend any principle of ſcience, or gratify the ima- 

gination with any uncommon train of images or 
contexture of events; the reſt, however laborious, 
however arrogant, can only be conſidered as the 
drudges of the pen, the manufacturers of litera- 
ture, who have ſet. up for authors, either with or 
without a regular. initiation, and, like other arti- 
ficers, have no other care than to deliver their tale 
of wares at the ſtated time. 


It has been formerly imagined, that he who 
intends: the entertainment or inſtruction of others, 
muſt feel in himſelf ſome peculiar impulſe of ge- 
nius; that he muſt watch the happy minute in 
which his natural fire is excited, in which his 
mind is elevated with nobler ſentiments, enlight- 
ened with clearer views, .and invigorated with 
ſtronger comprehenſion; that he muſt carefully 
ſelect his thoughts and poliſh his expreſſions ; and 
animate his efforts with the hope of raiſing a mo- 
nument of learning, which neither time nor envy 
ſhall be able to deſtroy. 


But the authors whom I am now endeavouring 
to. recommend have been too long n in the 


ways 
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ways of men to indulge the chimerical ambition of 
immortality ; they have ſeldom any claim to the 


trade of writing, but that they have tried ſome 


other without ſucceſs; they perceive no particular 
ſummons to compoſition, except the found of the 


clock; they have no other rule than the law: or 


the faſhion for admitting their thoughts or reject- 
ing them; and about the opinion of poſterity they 
have little ſolicitude, for their productions are ſel- 
dom intended to remain in the world longer than a 
That ſuch authors are not to be rewarded with 


* 


praiſe is evident, ſince nothing can be admired 


when it ceaſes to exiſt; but ſurely though they 
cannot aſpire to honour, they may be exempted 
from ignominy, and adopted in that order of 


men which deſerves our kindneſs, though. not our 


reverence. Theſe papers of the day, the Ephe- 
mere of learning, have uſes more adequate to the 


of common life than more pompous 
and durable volumes. If it is neceſſary for every 


man to be more acquainted with his contemporaries 


than with paſt generations, and to rather know 
the events which may immediately affect his for- 


tune- or quiet, than the revolutions of ancient 
kingdoms, in which he has neither poſſeiſions nor 
expectations; if it be pleaſing to hear of the pre- 
ferment and diſmiſſion of ſtateſmen, the birth of 
heirs, and the marriage of beauties, the humble 
author of journals and gazettes muſt: be conſidered 


as a liberal diſpenſer of beneficial knowledge. 


Even the abridger, compiler, and tranſlator, 


) though their labours cannot. be ranked with thoſe 


of the diurnal hiſtoriographer, yet muſt not be 
raſhly doomed to annihilation. Every ſize of read- 
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ers requires a genius of correſpondent capacity; h 
ſome delight in abſtraQs and epitomes, becauſe they 
want room in their memory for long details, and 
content themſelves with effects. without enquiry 
after cauſes ; ſome minds are overpowered by ſplen- 
dor of ſentiment, as ſome eyes are offended by a 
glaring light; ſuch will gladly contemplate an author 
in an humble imitation, as we look without pain 
upon the ſun in the water. 

As every writer has his uſe, every writer oiight to 
have his patrons ; and ſince no man, however high 


be may now find, can be certain that he ſhall not 


be ſoon thrown down from his elevation by criticiſm 
or caprice, the common intereſt of learning requires 
that her ſons ſhould ceaſe from inteſtine hoſtilities, 
and inſtead of ſacrificing each other to malice and 
contempt, endeavour to avert n from the 
meaneſt of their n | 
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Sun i lic duo, treſve, qui revoluant ; 
Noſtrarum tineas ineptiarum : f 


Sed cum ſpenſio, fabulzque laſſe | 

De ſcorpo fuirint incitato. | ' Marr, 
Tis poſlible that one or two | | | 

Theſe fooleries of mine may view; 

But then the bettings muſt be oer, | 
Nor Crab or Childers talk d of more. F. Lewis. 


ONE of the projects or FI EVR which exer- 
Ciſe the mind of man are equally ſubject to 
obſtructions and diſappointments with the purſuit 
of fame. Riches cannot eaſily be denied to them 
who have ſomething of greater value to offer in 


Vor. III. M exchange; 
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exchange 3 he whoſe fortune is endangered by liti- . 

will not refuſe to augment the wealth of 1 

| the lawyer; be whoſe. days are darkened by lan- 4 

| guor, or whole nerves are excruciated by pain, is bY 

| eompelled to pay tribute to the ſcience. of healing. | - 

| But — may be always omitted without incon- - 

28 venience. When once a man has made celebrity - : 5 

to his happineſs,, he has put it in the by 

| power of the weakeſt and moſt timorous malig- * 

| [ nity, if not to take away his ſatisfaction, at leaſt hi 

| FE to withhold it. His enemies may / indulge their 4; 

1 pride by airy negligence, and gratify their malice 

Dy quiet neutrality. They that could never have - 

, injured a character by invectives, may combine to he 
| annihilate it by ſilence; as the women. of Rome £ 

= threatened to put an end to conqueſt and do- 0 ; 
| minion, by ſupplying no children to the common- 1 
wealth. * 

| When a writer has with long toil produced A by 
i | work intended to burſt upon mankind with unex- t 

| pected luſtre, and. withdraw the attention of the | * 


E world from every other controverſy or en- 
quiry, he is ſeldom contented to wait long without * 
1 the enjoyment of his new praiſes. With an ima- 
ll gination full of his own importance, he walks out 
| like a monarch in diſguiſe, to learn the various 2 
opinions of his readers. Prepared to feaſt upon = 


admiration ; compoſed to encounter cenſures with- ”_ 

out emotion ; and determined not to ſuffer his "= 

quiet to be injured by a ſenſibility tao exquiſite of _= 

praiſe or blame, but to laugh with equal contempt | | 

at vain objections and injudicious commendations, "= 

he enters the places of mingled converſation, fits oy: 

1 down to his tea in an obſcure corner, and while bes 
30 he: appears to examine a tile of antiquated jour- Pry 
| nals, We 
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nals, catches the converſation of the whole room. 

He liſtens, but hears no mention of his book, and 
therefore ſuppoſes that he | has diſappointed his 
curioſity by delay; and that as men of learning 
would naturally begin their converſation with ſach | 
a wonderful novelty, they had digreſſed to other 


ſubjects before his arrival. The company diſperſes, | 


and their places are ſupplied by others equally igno- 
rant, or equally careleſs. The ſame expectation 
hurries him to another place, from which the fame 
diſappointment drives him ſoon away His im- 
patience then grows violent and tumultuous ; he 


ranges over the town with reſtleſs curioſity, and 


hears ih one quarter of a cricket-match, in another 
of a pick- pocket; is told by ſome of an unex- 
ecded {ted bankruptcy, by others of a turtle, feaſt; 

is ſometimes provoked by importunate enquiries 


after the white bear, and ſometimes with praiſes 


of the dancing dog; he is afterwards entreated 
to give his judgment upon a wager about the height 
of the Monument; invited to fee a foot-race in the 
adjacent villages ; deſired to read a ludicrous 
.advertifement ; or conſulted about the moſt effec. 
tual method of making enquiry after a favourite 
cat. The whole world is buſied in affairs, which 
he thinks below the notice of reaſonable crea- 


tures, and which are nevertheleſs ſufficient to 


withdraw all regard from his labours and his 


He reſolves at laſt to viclate * own modeſty, | 


and to recall the talkers from their folly by an 


enquiry after himſelf. He finds every one pro- 
vided with an anſwer; one has ſeen the work 
advertiſed, but never met with any that had read 
it; another as been ſo often impoſed upon by 


5 ſpecious 
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ſpecious titles, that he never buys a book till its cha- 
racter is eſtabliſhed ; a third wonders what any man 


can hope to produce after ſo many writers of greater 


'eminence ; the next has enquired after tlie author, 
but can * no account of him, and therefore ſuſ- 
pects the name to be fictitious; and another knows 
him to be a man condemned by indigence to write 
too frequently what he does not underſtand. 

Many are the conſolations with which the un- 


happy Suthor endeavours to allay. his vexation, and 
fortify his patience, He has written with too little 


indulgence to the underſtanding of common readers ; 
he has fallen upon an age in which . ſolid knowledge, 


and delicate refinement, have given way to low 


merriment, and idle buffoonery, and therefore no 
writer can hope for diſtinction, who has any higher 


purpoſe than to raiſe laughter. He finds that his 
enemies, ſuch as ſuperiority will always raiſe, have 


been induſtrious, while his performance was in the 


preſs, to vilify and blaſt it ; and that the bookſeller, 
-whom he had reſolved to engich, has rivals that ob- 
ſtruct the circulation of his copies. He at laſt re- 
poſes upon the conſideration, that the nobleſt works 


of learning and genius have always made their way 
ſlowly againſt ignorance and prej judice; and that 


reputation, which i is never to be loſt, muſt be gra- 


dually obtained, as animals of longeſt life are 
obſerved not ſoon to attain their full ſtature and 
ſtrength. 

By ſuch arts of voluntary deluſion does every 
man endeavour to conceal his own unimportance 
from himſelf. It is long before we are convinced 
of the ſmall proportion which every individual bears 

to the collective body of mankind; or learn how 
few can be TIT. in the fortune of any fingle 
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man; bow little vacancy is left in the world for any 
new object of attention; to how ſmall extent the 
brighteſt blaze of merit can be ſpread amidſt the 
miſts of buſineſs and of folly ; *and how ſoon it is 


clouded by the intervention of other novelties. Not 


only the writer of books, but the commander of 
armies, and the deliverer of nations, will eaſily out- 
live all noiſy and popular reputation: he may be 
celebrated for a time by the publick voice, but his 
actions and his name will ſoon be conſidered as re- 
mote and unaffecting, and be rarely mentioned but 
by "thoſe whole alliance gives them ſome vanity to 
gratify by frequent commemoration. 

It ſeems not to be ſufficiently conſidered how 
little renown can be admitted in the world. Man- 
kind are kept perpetually buſy by their fears or 
deſires, and have not more leiſure from their own 
affairs; than to acquaint themſelves with the acci- i 
dents of the current day. Engaged in contriving 
ſome refuge from calamity, or in ſhortening the way 
to ſome new poſſeſſion, they ſeldom ſuffer their 
thoughts to wander to the paſt or future; none but 
a few ſolitary ſtudents have leiſure to enquire into 
the claims of ancient heroes or ſages; and names 
which hoped to range over kingdoms and conti - | 
nents ſhrink at laſt into cloiſters or colleges. 

Nor is it certain, that even of theſe dark and 
narrow habitations, theſe laſt retreats of fame, the 
poſſeſſion will be long kept. Of men devoted to 
literature very few extend their views beyond ſome © 
particular ſcience, and the greater part ſeldom en- 
quire, even in their own profeſſion, for any authors 
but thoſe whom the preſent mode of ſtudy happens 
to force upon their notice; they deſire not to fill 


their minds with unfaſhionable knowledge, but con- 


5 tentedly 
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tentedly reſign to oblivion thoſe. books which they 


| now find cenſured or neglected. 


The hope of faine is e l with. 


ſuch conſiderations as muſt abate the ardor of con- 
fidence, and repreſs the vigour of purſuit. Who- 
ever claims renown from any kind of excellence, 


expects to fill the „ is now poſſeſſed by 


another; for there are already names of every claſs 


ſufficient to employ all that will deſire to remember 
them; and ſurely he that is puſhing his predeceſſors 
into the gulph of obſcurity, cannot but ſometimes 
aßen thu be muſt- himſelf fink in like manner, 
and as he ſtands upon the ſame precipice, be ſwept. 
away with the ſame violence. 
It fometimes h. that fame begins when. 
life is at an end; bur far the rea number of can- 
didates for a aplauſe have owed their reception in the 
wor. to (ho . caſualties, and oy chere 
ore immed In pegle, : n aa 
ſtripped We their a -! neither 


fortune nor patronage operated. in their * 


| Among thoſe.who have better claims to regard, the 


honqur paid to their memory is commonly propor- 


tionate to * reputation which they enj joyed in their 
lives, though fill growing fainter, as it is at a greater 
diftance from the firſt emiſſion; and ſince it is fo. 
difficult to obtain the notice of contempararies, how 
little is it to be hoped from future times? What can 
merit effect by its own force, when the {IP 91 art 


or fuck can ſcarcely ſupport | it? 
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Tu mibil i invits 4 fal- Ainered... Hos, 
uu are of too quick a acht, 
Net to diſcern, which "_ your talent lies. 

. ; RO5COMMON+ * 
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A8 nale things! grow geen by Fr irs accu- 
£4 A mulation, I hope you will not think the dig- 
nity of your character impaired by an account of a 
ludicrous perſecution, which, though it produccs 
no ſcenes of horror or of run, yet, by inceſlant im- 
portunity of vexation, wears away my happineſs, 
and conſumes thoſe years which nature ſeems par- 

ticularly to have aſſigned to cheerfulneſs, in ſilent 

anrirtr and helpleſs reſentment. 4 

+ 'T am, the eldeſt fon of a gentleman, whoa 
inherited a large eſtate from his anceſtors, and 
feeling no deſire either to increaſe or leſſen it, has 
from the time of his marriage generally reſided at 
his own ſeat; where, by dividing his time among 

the duties of a father, a maſter, and a magiſtrate, 
the ſtudy: of literature, and the offices of civility, 
he finds means to rid himſelf of the day, with- 
out any of. thoſe amuſements, which all thoſe with 

whom my reſidence. in this place has made me 
acquainted, think neceſſary to * the burthen of 
exiſtence. 

3 my age made me n of inſtruction, 

father prevailed upon a gentleman, long 
— at Oxford for the extent of his learning 
and purity of his manners, to undertake my edu- 
4 cation. 
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cation. The regard with which I ſaw him treated 


_ diſpoſed me to conſider his inſtructions! as im- 


portant, and I therefore ſoon formed a habit of 


attention, by which 1 made very 45 er advances 


in different kinds of learning, and heard, per- 
haps too oſten, very flattering compariſons of 
my own proficiency with that of others, either 
leſs docile by nature, or leſs happily forward- 
ed by inſtructien. I was careſſed by all that 
exchanged viſits with my father; and as young 
men are with little difficulty taught to judge fa- 
vourably of themſelves, began to think that cloſe 
application was no longer neceſſary, and that the 
time was now come when I was at liberty to 
read only for amuſement, and was to receive 
the reward of my. Saite, Te 


ration. 


While I was thus banqueting pln. my own 
perfections, and longing in ſecret to eſcape! from 
tutorage, my father's brother came from Lonidon 

to paſs a ſummer at his native place. A lucra- 


pol employment which he poſſeſſed, and a fond- 


_ _ neſs for the converſation and diverſions of the gay 
part of | mankind, had ſo long kept him from 
rural excurſions, that I had never ſeen him ſince 
my infancy: My curioſity was therefore ſtrongly 
excited by the hope of obſerving a character more 


nearly, which I had hitherto reverenced only at a 


diſtance. 
From all otivide and intimate ALEX VR I 


was long withheld by the perpetual confluence of 


viſitants, with whom the firſt news of my uncle's 
arrival crowded the houſe ; but was amply re- 
compenſed by ſeeing an exact and punctilious 


| 3 in all the ſtra- 
tagems 


2 : mY 
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tagems of endearment, the gradations of reſpect, 
and variations of courteſy. I remarked with what 
juſtice of diſtribution he divided his talk to a wide 
circle; with what addreſs he offered to every man 

an "occation of indulging ſome favourite topick, or 
diſplaying ſome particular attainment; the judgment ' 
with which he regulated his enquiries after the ab- 
| ſent; and the care with which he ſhewed all the 
companions of his early years how ſtrongly they 
were infixed in his memory, by the mention of paſt * 
incidents, and the recital of puerile kindneſſes, 
dangers, and frolicks. I ſoon diſcovered that he 
poſſeſſed ſome ſcience of graciouſneſs and attraction 
which books had not taught, and of which neither 
I nor my father had any knowledge ; that he had 
the power of obliging thoſe whom he did not be- 
nefit ; that he diffuſed, upon his curſory behaviour 
and moſt trifling aftions, a gloſs of ſoftneſs and 
delicacy by which every one was dazzled ; and that” 
by ſome occult method of captivation, he animated 
the timorous, ſoftened the ſupercilious, and opened 
the reſerved. I could not but repine at the in- 
elegance of my own manners which left me no 


hopes but not to offend, and at the inefficacy of 


ruſtick benevolence which 1 8 750 no friends but by 


real ſervice. 

My uncle faw the veneration whth which 1 
caught every accent of his voice, and: watched 
every motion of his hand; and the awkward dili- 
gence with which 1 endeavoured to imitate his 
embrace of fondneſs, and his bow of reſpect. A 
He was, like. others, eaſily flattered by an imita- 
tor wy whom he could not fear ever to be rivalled,. 


e my aſſiduities with compliments and 
35 M 5 Pr ofeſſions. 


y : 


4 Our fondneſs was ſo increaſed by a 
mutual endeavour to pleaſe each other, that when he 


returned to London, he declared hit 


enjoy my company for a few months, by a pro- 


miſe to initiate me in the arts of politeneſs, and in- 


troduce me into publick life. 

The courtier had little inclination to fatigue, and 
therefore, by travelling very. lowly, aſtorded me 
time for more looſe 
I ſoon found, that by a few enquiries which u was 


nat well prepared to latisfy, $ hed made hum. weary” 


of his young companion. His element was a 


rr 


pliments and common topicks, kept the tongue 
employed with very little aſſiſtance from memory or 
reſlexion; but in the chariot, where he was neceſ- 
ſitated to ſupport a regular tenour of converſation, 
without any relief from a new comer, or any power 


of ſtarting into gay digreſſions, or deſtroying ar- 


gument by a jeſt, he ſoon diſcovered that poverty 
of ideas which had been hitherto concealed under 
the tinſel of politeneſs. The firſt day he enter- 


tained me with the novelties and wonders with 
which I ſhould be aſtoniſhed at my entrance into 


London, and cautioned me with apparent admiration 


of his own wiſdom againſt the arts by which 


ruſticity is frequently deluded. The ſame detail 


and the ſame advice he would have repeated on the 


ſecond day; but as I every moment diverted the 


_ diſcourſe to the hiſtory of the towns by which we 


paſſed, or fome other ſubject of learning or of rea- 
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leave a nephew fo amiable and fo accompliſhed be- g 
hind him; and obtained my father's permiſſion to 


converſation; but 


8 =a.o GS a> ww as 


1 he: fron Toſh his wn grew. 1 
; _ blent, 
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ſilent, wrapped his cloke about him, compoſed him-- - 
ſelf to ſlumber, and reſerved wy gab I 
auditors. 3 

At length L entered That and my uncle was 
| reinſtated in his ſuperiority. He awaked at once 
to loquacity as ſoon as our wheels rattled on the 
pavement, and told me the name of every ſtreet 
as we croſſed it, and owner of every. houſe as we 
paſſed by. He preſented me to my aunt, a lady 
of great eminence for the number of her ac- 
quaintances, and ſplendor of her affemblies, and 
either in kindneſs or revenge conſulted with her, 
in my preſence, how I might be moſt advan- 
tageouſſy. drefled for my firſt appearance, and 
moſt expeditiouſly diſencumbered from my villa- 
tick baſhfulneſs. . My indignation at familiarity 
thus contemptuous fluſhed in my face; they 
miſtook. anger for ſhame, and alternately exerted. 
their. eloquence. upon the benefits of publick 
education, and the happineſs of. an aſſurance * 
acquired. 

Aſſurance is indeed the only . qualification to 
which they ſeem to have annexed merit, and 
aſſurance therefore is perpetually . recommended 
to me as the ſupply of every, defect, and the 
ornament of every excellence. I never ſit ſilent 
in company when ſecret hiſtory is circulating, 
but I am reproached for want of aſſurance. If I 
fail to return the ſtated anſwer to a compliment; 
if Jam diſconcerted by unexpected raillery; if 3 
bluſh when I am diſcovered gazing on a beauty, 
or heſitate when I find myſelf embarraſſed in an 
argument; if I am unwilling to talk of what I 
do not underftand, or timorous in undertaking. 
offices which I cannot gracefully perform; if I 
UTE, | M 6 ſuffer 
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ſuffer a more lively tatler to recount” the caſualties 


of a game, or a nimbler fop to pick up a fan, 1 
am cenſured between pity and contempt, as a 


wretch doomed ho: ene in \ obſcurity for want 
0 of aſſurance, =} 

I bave found many young perſons haraſſed in the 
ſame manner, by thoſe to whom age has given 
nothing but the aſſurance which they recommend ; 
and therefore cannot but think it uſeful to in- 
form them, that cowardice. and delicacy are not 
to be confounded ; and that he whoſe ſtupidity 
has armed bim againſt the ſhafts. of ridicule, will 


always act and ſpeak with greater audacity, than 


they - whoſe ſenſibility ropes their ardor, and 


who. dare never let their OE Lg their 


; w 


| Nuns. 148. SaTuRDAY, Auguſt 17, 1751. 


e puter ſævis oneret catenis 
Quod viro clemens miſero peperci, 
Me vel extremis Numidarum in oris : 
| Claſſe releget. Hos, 
Me let my father load with chains, 
Or baniſh to Numidia's fartheſt plains! 
My crime, that I a loyal wife, 
In kind compaſſion ſpar d my huſband's life, Francs. 


OLITICIANS nn that-a> oppreſ- 


L ſion is fo heavy or laſting as that which is 
_ inflicted by the perverſion and exorbitance of legal 


-authority. The robber may be ſeized, and the 


Invader repelled, whenever they are found ; they 


who pretend no right buy that of force, may by 


force 
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force be puniſhed or ſuppreſſed. But when 
plunder bears the name of impoſt, and murder 


is perpetrated by a judicial ſentence, fortitude is 


: intimidated, and wiſdom confounded; reſiſtance 


ſhrinks- from an alliance with rebellion, and the 


- villain remains ſecure in the robes of the ma- 


giſtrate. F 
Equally cher: and equally deteſtable are 
the cruelties often exerciſed in private families, un- 
der the venerable ſanction of parental authority; 
the power which we are taught to honour from the 
firſt moments of reaſon ; which is guarded from 
inſult and violation by all that can impreſs awe 
upon the mind of man; and which therefore may 
wanton in Truelty without controul, and trample 
the bounds of right with innumerable wankiclions, 
before duty and piety ' will dare to ſeek redreſs, 
or think themſelves at liberty to recur to any other 
P_ of deliverance than ſupplications by which 
nſolence is elated, and tears by wines cy is 
gratified. , 
It was for a long time 100 by the Romans, 
that no ſon could be the murderer of his father; 
and they had therefore no puniſhment appropri- 
ated to parricide. They ſeem likewiſe to have 
believed with equal confidence, that no father 
could be cruel to his child; and therefore they 
allowed every man the ſupreme judicature in his 
own houſe, and put the lives of his offspring 
into his hands. But experience informed them 
by degrees, -that they had determined too haſtily | 
in favour of human nature; they found that in- 
ſtint and habit were not able to contend with 
avarice or malice ; that the neareſt relation might 


be violated ; and that power, to whomſoever in- 
truſted, 


prog tor tera 22 
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truſted, might be ill employed, They were :there- 
fore obliged. to ſupply: and to change their inſtitu- 


tions; to, deter the parricide by. a new law, and 
to transfer capital puniſhments from the parent to 


N the magiſtrate. 


Ihere are indeed many b houſes which i it is AY 5 
ſible to enter familiarly, without diſcovering ,that: 


parents are by no means exempt from the intoxica- 
tions of dominion ;:and that he who is in no danger 
of hearing remonſtrances but from his own con- 
ſcience, will ſeldom be long, without the art of con- 
trolling. his convictions, and matlifyang, Juſtice by- 
his own will. i 

g If in any. ſituation the Fas were inacceſlible to 
malignity, it might be ſuppoſed to be ſufficiently 


ſecured by patental relation. To have voluntarily 


become to any being the occaſion of its exiſtence, 
produces an obligation to make that exiſtence 
happy. To ſee helpleſs infancy ſtretching ouf her 
hands, and pouring out her cries in teſtimony of 
dependence, without any powers to alarm jea- 
louſy, or any guilt to alienate affection, muſt 
ſurely awaken tenderneſs in every human mind; 
and tenderneſs once excited will be hourly. increaſed. 
by the natural contagion. of felicity, by the reper- 
cuſſion of communicated pleaſure, by the con- 
ſciouſneſs of the dignity of benefaction. I believe 
no generous or benevolent man can ſee the vileſt 
animal courting his regard, and ſhrinking at his 
anger, playing his gambols of delight before him, 
calling on him in diſtreſs, and flying to him in 
danger, without more kindneſs than he can per- 
ſuade himſelf to feel for the wild and unſocial in- 
habitants of the air and water. We naturally 


any 


FF , oi a. we. 


endear to ourſelves thoſe to whom we impart | 


_ 


| OR „„ 
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any king of pleaſure, becauſe; we imagine their af 
fection and eſteem. ſecured. to us by the benefits; 
which, they receive. 
here is indeed another method by: which che 

pride of ſuperiority may be likewiſe gratified. He 

that has extinguiſhed all the ſenſations of humanity, 
and has. no longer any ſatisfaction in the reflection 
that be is loved as the diſtributor, of happineſs, 
may pleaſe: himſelf with. exciting terror as the in- 
flictor of pain: he may delight his ſolitude with 
contemplating the extent of his power and the 
force of his commands, in imagining the deſires. 
that flutter on the tongue which is forbidden to 
utter them, or the diſcontent which preys on the 
heart in which fear confines it: he may amuſe him- 
ſelf with new contrivances of detection, multipli- 
cations of prohibition, and varieties of puniſhment ;, 
and ſwell with exultation when he conſiders: 3 
little of the homage that he receives he owes to 
choice. - 

That princes of this character have been 
known, the hiſtory of all abſolute kingdoms will 
inform us; and ſince, as Ariftotie obſerves, 
Gras f,, the government of a family is natu-. 
rally monarchical, it is like other monarchies. too 


often arbitrarily adminiſtered. The regal and 


parental tyrant differ only in the extent of their 
dominions, and the number of their ſlaves. The 
ſame paſſions cauſe the ſame miſeries; except that 
ſeldom any prince, however defpatick, has ſo 
far ſhaken off all awe of the publick ere, 28.to 
venture upon thoſe freaks of injuſtice, which are 
ſometimes indulged under the ſecrecy of a pri- 
vate dwelling. Capricious 28 partial 
* unequal album, ee 
War 
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ward not by merit but by fancy, and puniſh- 
ments regulated not by the degree of the ener 
but by the humour of the judge, are too fre- 


quent Were no power is known but that © 
father.” "= 
That he a0 iche in the miſery of others 'no x en 
will confeſs, and yet what other motive can make a 
father cruel? The king may be inſtigated by one 
man to the deſtruction of another; he may ſome- 
times think himſelf endangered by the virtues of a 
ſubject; he may dread the ſucceſsful / general or 
the popular orator; his avarice may point out 


golden confiſcations; and his guilt may whiſper 


that he c can only be ſecure by cutting off al Power 
But what can a parent hope from the pet don | 

of thoſe who were born to his protection, of thoſe 

who can diſturb him with no competition, who 


can enrich him with no ſpoils? Why cowards are 


cruel may be eaſily diſcovered ; but for what 
reaſon, not more infamous than cowardice, can 


that man delight” in oppreſſion who has nothing | 


to fear? 
The unjuſtifiable ſeverity of a parent is loaded 


with this aggravation, that thoſe whom he injures 
are always in his ſight. © The injuſtice. of a prince 
is often exerciſed upon thoſe of whom he never 
had any perſonal or particular knowledge; and 


the ſentence which he pronounces, whether of 


baniſhment, impriſonment, or death, removes 
from his view the man whom he Lotte. | 


But the domeſtick oppreſſor dooms himſelf to 


gaze upon thoſe faces which he clouds with terror | 
and with ſorrow ; and beholds every moment the 


agg ppl of his own ad He that can dear 
to 
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to give continual pain to thoſe who ſurround 
him, and can walk with ſatisfaction in the gloom 
of his own preſence; he that can ſee ſubmſſive miſery 
without relenting, and meet without emotion the 
eye that implores mercy, or demands juſtice, will 
ſcarcely be amended by remonſtrance or admoni- 
tion; he has found means of ,{topping the avenues 
of tenderneſs, and arming his heart againſt the force 
of reaſon. 
. Even though no conſideration ſhould be paid 
to the great law of ſocial beings, by which every 1 
individual is commanded to conſult the happi- 41% 
| neſs of others, yet the harſh parent is leſs to be i 
vindicated than any other criminal, becauſe he 
leſs provides for the happineſs of himſelf. Every 
man, however. little he loves others, would wil- 
 lingly be. loved; every man hopes to live long, 
and therefore hopes for that time at which he 
ſhall ſink back to imbecility, and muſt depend 
for eaſe and cheerfulneſs upon the officiouſneſs of 
others. But how has he obviated the inconveni- - 
ences of old age, who alienates from him the aſſiſt- 
ance of his children, and whoſe bed muſt be ſur- 
rounded in his laſt hours, in the hours of languor 
and dejection, of i impatience and of pain, by ſtrangers 
to whom his life is indifferent, or by enemies to 
whom his death is deſirable? | 
Piety will indeed in good minds overcome pro- 
vocation, and thoſe who have been haraſſed by 
brutality will forget the injuries which they: have 
ſuffered, ſo far as to perform the laſt duties with 
alacrity and zeal. But ſurely. no reſentment can 
be equally painful with kindneſs thus undeſerved, 
nor can ſeverer puniſhinent be imprecated upon 
a man not - wholly loſt in meanneſs and ſtupidity, ' 
than, 
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chan, through the tediouſaeſs of decrepitude, to 


be reproached by the kindneſs of his own children, | 


to receive not the tribute but the alms of attend- 


| 0s: and to owe every relief of * nn not 


5 Moss. 149. | TozsDar, 2 20, 155. 
4 Quad non ft Polodes bis ber non. fit Qreſftes: 


"Miraris ? Pylades,, Marce, bibehat-idem, 
Nec, melier panis, turduſve dabatur Orefti 3 
2 Sed par, atgue eadem carna duobus erat. many . 
Te Cadmaa Tyro, me pinguis Gallia weftit s 
Vis te purpureum, Marce, ſagatur amem ? ” 
5 oe preflem Pyladen, aliquis mibi prafict Oreftem &:- | 
| Her nn werbis.2 . Marce, ut au an. 18 
Vou wonder now that no man ſees 
Such friends as thoſe of ancient Greces 
| Here lay the point——Orefter' meat 2 4 
Was juſt the ſame his-friend did eat 3. 
Nor can it yet be found, hie wine. 
Was better, Pyladery than thine. 
In home · ſpun ruſſet I am dreſt, 
Your cloth is always of the beſt: 0 
But, honeſt Marcus, if you pleaſe. . _ 
To chuſe me for your Pylades,. 
Remember, words alone are vain; 


ok you wou'd be lov'd again. F. LEWIS. 


To the RAMBLER.. 
| 8 I R, 
| N O depravity of the mind has hen more fre- 


thoſe that can return evil for good, and repay kind- 
neſs 2 aſſiſtance with hatred or neglect, as cor. 
rupted 


quently or juſtly cenſured than ingratitude. 
There is indeed ſufficient reaſon for looking on 


— 
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= nor. will — who hes once been clearly de- 
tected in acts of injury to his benefactor, deſerve 
to be numbered among ſocial beings ; he has en 
deavoured to deſtroy confidence, to intercept ſym-- 
pathy, and to turn every man's attention. wholly, 
on himſelf. _ 

There is alyays danger leſt. * honeſt: Le 
rence. of a, crime ſhould. raiſe the paſſions with too 
much violence. agginſt the. man to. whom it is im 
In. proportion as guilt is more enormous, 
r ought. to de akcertained by ſtronger evidence., 
The charge againſt ingratitude is very general; 


almoſt every. man: can tell what favours he has 


friended, ou e apes pig mag 
ſulted only their pleaſure or. vanity,. and repaid. 
aan Peng their. petty, donatives by gratifications of- 
F contempt. 

It has happened that much of my time has been 


paſſed in a dependent ſtate, and conſequently L 


have received many. favours in the opinion of thoſe 
at whoſe ExPEnce I have been. maintained; yet I. 
do not feel in my, heart any burning gratitude or 
tumultuous affection; and, as I would not wil- 
lingly ſuppoſe myſelf leſs ſuſceptible of virtuous 
paſſions than the reſt of mankind, I ſhall lay the 
hiſtory of my life before you, that you may, by 
your judgment of my conduct, either reform or 
confirm. my preſent ſentiments. 

My father was the ſecond ſon of a very ancient: 


and wealthy family, He married a lady of 226 
| II 
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gay and ae be Net on his friends: to 
procure him a poſt, which gave him an opportu- 
nity of diſplaying his elegance and politeneſs. -My 
mother was equally pleaſed with ſplendor, Fin 
exqually careleſs of expence ; they both juſtified 
- their profuſion to themſel ves, by endeavouring to 
believe it neceſſary to the extenſion of thei T ac. 
quaintance, and — of their intereſt; and 
_ whenever any place became vacant, they expected 
to be repaid. In the midſt of theſe hopes my 
father was matched away by an apoplexy; and my 
mother, who had no pleaſure but in dreſs, equipage, 
afſemblies, and compliments, finding that ſhe could 
live no longer in her accuſtomed rank, funk” into 
dejection, and in two years ee hie with 
envy and diſcontent. in * . Tf FEH 

Ie was ſent with a ſiſter, one ger yolipght Sita 


> 


myſelf, to the elder brother of my father. We 


were not yet capable of obſerving how much for- 
tune influences affection, but flattered ourſelves 
on the road with the tenderneſs. and regard with 


which we ſhould be treated by our uncle. Our 


reception was rather frigid than malignant; we 
were introduced to 'our young couſins, and for 
the firſt month more frequently conſoled than up- 
braided; but in a ſhort time we found our prattle 
repreſſed, our dreſs neglected, our endearments un- 
regarded, and our e referred to wen houſe- 
kee 


Per. 
The herrns of ne 10006 tore wvighted, "end 
every day produced new inſults. We were ſoon 


brought to the neceſſity of receding / from our 


imagined equality with our — to whom we 
ſunk 


1 . 


rng 


* 
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ſunk into humble. companions without choice or 
influence, expected only to echo their opinions, 
facilitate their deſires, and accompany. their ram- 
bles. It was unfortunate that our early intro- 
duction into polite: company, and habitual know - 
ledge of the arts of civility, had given us ſuch an 
appearance of ſuperiority to the awkward baſhful- 
neſs of our relations, as naturally drew reſpect and 
preference from every ſtranger; and my aunt was 
forced to aſſert the dignity of her own children 
while they were ſculking in corners for fear of no- 
tice, and hanging down their heads in ſilent con- 
fuſion, by relating the indiſcretion of our father, 
diſplaying her own kindneſs, lamenting the miſery 
of birth without eſtate, and declaring her anxiety 
for our future proviſion, and the expedients which 


| the had formed to ſecure us from thoſe follies or 
crimes, to which the conjunction of pride and 


want often gives occaſion. In a ſhort time care 
was taken to prevent ſuch vexatious miſtakes; we 


were told, that fine clothes would only fill our heads 


with falſe expectations, and our dreſs was therefore 
accommodated to our fortune. 

Childhood is not eaſily dejected o or mortified. | 
We felt no laſting pain from inſolence or negle& ; 
but finding that we were favoured and commended 
by all whoſe intereſt did not prompt them to diſ- 
countenance us, preſerved our vivacity and ſpirit 
to years of greater ſenſibility. It then became ick- 
ſome and diſguſting to live without any principle of 
action but the will of andther, and we often met 


| privately i in the garden to lament our condition, and 


to eaſe our hearts with mutual narratives of Caprice, 
peeviſhneſs, and affront. _ 
There are innumerable modes of ini and 


ſind 


* . 
* 
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to deſeride them, and yet may, by continual repe- | 
tition, make day paſs after day in ſorrowy and in 

terror. Phraſes of curſory compliment and efta- 


_ -blifſhed ſalutation may, by a different modulation of 


the voice, or eaſt of the countenance, convey contrary 
meanings, and be changed from indications of re- 
ſpect ions of corn. The dependent who 
:Cultivates delicacy in himſelf very little conſults his 
On tranquillity. My unhappy vigilance is every 


moment diſcoyering' ſome petulance of accent, or 


atrogince of mien, ſome vehemence of i 


tion, or quickneſs of reply, that recalls my nee 


0 my mind, and which I feel more {Rey as [ 

HG ot Bow e e 1 | 
Vou are not however to imagine, that 1 tink 

myſelf diſcharged. from the duties of gratitude, 


only becauſe my relations do not adjuſt their looks, 


or tune their voices to my expectation. The in- 


ſolence of benefaction terminates not in negative 


rudeneſs or obliquities of inſult, I am often told in 


expreſs terms of the miſeries from which charity 
has ſnatched me, while multitudes are ſuffered by 


relations equally near to devolve upon the pariſh ; 


and have more than once heard it numbered among 
other favours, that I am admitted to the fame 
fable with my couſins. 

That I ſit at the firſt table I mY atknowledge, 
but I fit there only that I may feel the ſtings of in- 


ſeriority. My enquiries are neglected, my opinion 
is overborn, my aſſertions are controverted ; and 


as inſolence always propagates itſelf, the ſetvants 
overlook me, in imitation of their maſter; if 1 
call modeſtly, I am not heard; if loudly, my 


uſurpation | of. authority is checked. by a general 
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 *frown,' I am often obliged to look uninvited upon 
delicacies, and ſometimes deſired to riſe _ very 

ſlight pretences. 

The incivilities to which 1 am Ae would 
give me leſs pain, were they not aggravated by the 
tears of my ſiſter, whom the young ladies are 
hourly tormenting wich every art of feminine per- 
ſecution. As it is ſaid of the ſupreme magiſtrate 
of Venice, that he is a prince in one place and a 
ſlave in another, my ſiſter is a ſervant to her cou- 
ſins in their apartments, and a companion only at 
the table. Her wit and beauty draw ſo much re- 
gard away from them, that they never ſuffer her to 
appear with them in any place where they ſolicit 
notice, or expect admiration; and when they are 
viſited by neighbouring ladies, and paſs their Sagan 
in domeſtick amuſements, the is ſometimes called 
to fill a vacancy, inſulted with contemptuous free- 
.doms, and diſmifled to her needle when her place is 
ſupplied. The heir has of late, by the inſtigation 
of his filters, begun to haraſs her with clowniſh/jo- 
cularity; he ſeems inclined to make his firſt rude 
eſſays of waggery upon her; and by the connivanice, 
if not encouragement of his father, treats her with 
ſuch licentious brutality, as I cannot bear, though 1 
cannot puniſh it. 

I beg to be informed, Mr. RAMBLER, how 
much we can be ſuppoſed to owe to beneficence, 
exerted on terms like theſe? to beneficence wich 
pollutes its gifts with contumely, and- may be truly 
ſaid to pander to pride? I would willingly be told; 
whether inſolence does not reward its own liberali- 
ties, and whether he that exacts ſervility can with 
Juſtice at the ſame time expect affection? 

„ a THR 
HYPERDULUS. 
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n Thou chiefeſt good! Xt | 
| Beſtow'd by Heav a, but ſeldom underſtood. Rows, | 


1 Ian. 


£1 daily experience makes it ue that miſ. 


b - fortunes are unavoidably incident to human 
life, that calamity will neither be repelled by for- 
titude, not eſcaped by flight; neither awed by 
greatneſs, nor eluded by obſcurity ; 3 phllofgbers 
have endeavoured to reconcile us to that condition 
which they cannot teach us to mend, by perſuading 
us that moſt of our evils are made afflictive only by 
ignorance or perverſeneſs, and that nature has 
| annexed to every viciſſitude of external. circum- 
ſtances, ſome advantage ſuffici tent to overbalance all 
its inconveniences. _ 
This attempt may perhaps be juſtly ſuſpected „ 
reſemblance to the practice of phyſicians, who, 
when they cannot mitigate pain, deſtroy ſenlibility, 
and endeavour to conceal by opiates the inefficacy 
| of their other medicines. The panegyriſts of ca- 
lamity have more frequently gained applauſe to their 
8 wit, than acquieſcence to their arguments; nor has 
it appeared that the moſt muſical oratory or ſubtle 
ratiocination has been able long to overpower the 
- anguiſh of oppreſſion, the tediouſneſs of languor, or 
the longings of want. 
Vet it may be generally remarked, that — 5 
much has been attempted, ſomething has been 
performed; though the diſcoveries or acquiſitions 


of man are not always adequate to the expecta- 
| 1 | tions 


e oi. at Ac 


2 2 
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are at leaſt ſallitient to 
antidotes with which 


tions of his pride, 
animate his induſtr. 


philoſophy has me icated the cup of oo though 


they cannot give it falubrity and i have at 
leaſt allayed its bitterneſs, and contempered j its ma- 


 lignity ; the balm which ſhe drops upon the wounds 


of the mind abates their pain, Gough it ape nal 


them. 


By fuffering willingly what we cannot RT 
we ſecure ourſelves from vain and immoderate diſ- 
quiet; we preſerve for better purpoſes that ſtrength 
which would be unprofitably bratied 1 in wild efforts 
of deſperation, and maintain that circumſpection 


which may enable us to ſeize every ſupport, and 
improve every alleviation. This calmneſs will be 
mare eaſily obtained, as the attention is more 


powerfully withdrawn from the contemplation of 
unmingled unabated evil, and diverted to thoſe ac- 
cidental benefits which prudence may Confer on 
every ſtate. +7 | 
Seneca has attempted not only to pacify us in 
rmisfortune, but almoſt to.allure us-to it, by repre- 
{enting'it as neceſſary to the pleaſures of the mind. 
He that never was acquainted with adverſity, ſays 


be, has ſeen the world but on one fide, and is ignorant 
of half the ſcenes of nature. He invites his pupil to 


calamity, as the Syrens allured the paſſenger to their 


| coaſts, by promiſing, that he ſhall return TmAas eig, 


with increaſe. 2 Cu: anregt views, | 
and multiplied ideas. | 
Curioſity is, in great 0 generous nid; the 


firſt paſſion and the laſt .; and perhaps always pre- 


dominates in proportion to the ſtrength of the con- 


templatiye faculties. He who eaſily comprehends 
all. Hat is before him, and fon exhauſts any 


Vox. III. : N ſingle 
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. fingle ſubject, i is always eager for new enquiries ; 
and in proportion as the intellectual eye takes in a 
wider proſp it muſt be gratified with variety by 
more rapid fights, and bolder excurſions ; nor 
perhaps can there be propoſed ta thoſe who have 
; deen accuſtomed to the pleaſures of thought, a 
powerful incitement to any undertaking, 
1 the hope of filling their Aber with new | 
images, of chaine their doubts, and enlightening 
their reaſon. Bf 
When Faſon, i in Palerius Place, would incline 5 
dete young prince Acaftus to accompany him in the 

Frſt eflay of navigation, he diſperſes his apprehen- 

| ſions of danger by repreſentations of the new tracts of 8 
earth and heaven which the expedition would ſpread 9 
"before their eyes; and tells him with what grief he 1 
will hear, at their return, of the countries which 0 
eee e eee t 


ſurmounted. HEY n " 
E quantum tore, cnn Faw a . 32 11 18 

Pirmiſſum eff ! pelagus quantos aper ius in wfur 1 45 8 
_ Nunc foſan grave reris opus: ſed lata recurret. : 
| Cum ratis, & caram cum jam mibi reddet Jolcon; N 
Quis pm 'or beu noftros tibi tunt audire lab? 8 
| | | Nuam referam viſas tua per, fuſpiria gentes ! th 
5 5 Led by our ſtars, what tracts immenſe we trace! Wa 
| From ſeas remote, what funds of ſcience raiſe ! he 
A pain to thought! but when th' heroick band in 
Returns appladded to their native land, th 
Ake domeſtick you-will then deplore, T 
7 And agh, while 1 . the various ſhore. to 
| OY | © : ENDW. Cavx. ye 
- "41046; e Wit vaile upon 57 his curioſity vr 


to ket totks and . at defiance, and com- 


A his life ta the winds 11 * 
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hare in all ages bal che fame effe&t upon thoſe whom. 


1 the dere of fame or wiſdom has diſtinguiſhed from 
ud If thireford-it can be.puoved 400 G 0 io eng. : 
NN fary to the attainment of knowledge, and that a 
Ch happy ſituation hides from us ſo large a part of the 
No, field of meditation, the envy of many who repine 


= at the ſight of -afluence and ſplendor will be much 
diminiſbed ; for ſuch is the delight of mental ſupe- 

| riority, that none on whom nature or ſtudy have 
conferred ity; wants: purehale the gitts-of: ortuns by 


the | its loſs. 

. | Ie js certain, that however the rhetorick. of 
Fer Seneca may have dreſſed adverſity with extrinſiek 
ha ornaments, he has juſtly repreſented it as afford- 
Fa. ing ſome opportunities of obſervation, which 
Ich cannot be found in continual ſucceſs; - he has 
- truly. aſſerted, that to eſcape misfortune i is to want 


| Ins: fr * A to live at eaſe is to live i in 
ignorance. 8 | 
As no man can enjoy happineſs ion FORN 
ing that he enjoys it, the experience of calamity is 
neceſlary to a juſt ſenſe of better fortune; for the 
good of our preſent ſtate is merely comparative, and 
the evil which every man feels will be ſufficient 
1 to diſturb and haraſs him, if he does not know 
how much be eſcapes, The luſtre of diamonds i is 
invigorated by the interpoſition of darker bodies; 
s the lights of a picture ang created by the ſhades. 
The higheſt pleaſure which nature has indulged 
Wes | to ſenſitive perception, is that of reſt after fatigue ; | 
AVE: yet that ſtate which labour heightens into delight, 
oſt is of itſelf only eaſe, and is incapable of ſatisfying _ 
the mind without the DOE of. diverſified 
ae | | 


puta | wy . N 2 Proſperity, 
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95 Froſperity,,es is truly aſſerted by Genera, very 
much abſtructs the knowledge of ourſelves. No 
r a juſt eſtimate of his dn powers b 
_ unative ſpeculation. That fortitude which has 
encountered no dangers, that prudence which has 
ſurmounted no difficulties, that integrity which has 
been attacked by no temptations, can at. beſt be 
conſidered but as gold not yet brought to the teſt, 
' of which therefore the true value cannot be aſſigned. 
He that traverſes the lifts without an adverſary, may 
receive, fays the philoſopher, the reward of viclory, 
but he has no pretenſions to the honour. If it be the 
Higheſt happineſs of man to contemplate himſelf 
with ſatisfaction, and to receive the gratulations 
of his own conſeience, he whoſe courage has 
made way amidſt the turbulence of oppoſition, 
- and whoſe vig our has broken through the ſnares 
of diſtreſs, has many advantages over theſe that 
have ſlept in the ſhades of indolence, and whoſe 
. retroſpect of time can entertain them with no- 
ching but day riſing pan, and ow gliding 
after year. 

Equally neceſlary is ſome variety of Joitune toa 
nearer inſpection of the manners, principles, and 
affections of mankind. Princes, when they would 
know the opinions or grievances of their ſubjects, 
find it neceſſary to ſteal away from guards and at- 

' xendants, and mingle on equal terms among the 
people. To him who is known to have the power 
of doing good or harm, nothing is ſhown in its 
natural form. The behaviour of all that approach 
him is regulated by his humour, their narratives 
Are adapted to his inclination, and their reaſonings 
determined by his opinions; whatever can alarm 
| A or excite I is carefully fup- 

preſſed, 


— & * . — — 0 1” Yn ee I > — -» 


ladies have the right of exacting, keeps them 
generally. unſkilled in human . nature; - proſperity 
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Nr 51. | 
preſſed, and nothing: appears but uniformity of 
ſentiments and ardour of affection. It may be 
obſerved that the unvaried complaiſance which 


will always enjoy the female prerogatives, and 


therefore muſt be always in danger of female 
ignorance. Truth is ſcarcely: to be heard, but; by 


thoſe from whom it can- - ſerve. no. ie bh con- 


_ ceal it. 
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JZJut wrapt in error is the human mind, | 
And human bliſs is ever inſecure: . 
Know we what fortune yet remains behind? 


. Know we how long tbe preſent ſhall endure? WesT.: 


'T H E writers of medicine, and phyſiology have 
traced, with great appearance of accuracy, 


the effects of time upon the human body, by mark- 
ing the various periods of the conſtitution, and 
the ſeveral ſtages by which animal life makes its 


progreſs from infancy to decrepitude. Though 


their obſervations have not enabled them to diſcover 


how manhood may be accelerated, or old age re- 
tarded, let W if they be conſidered: You as 
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. the amuſertients of curioſity, they are of equal im- 
portance with conjectures on things more remote, 


with catalogues of the fixed ftars, and calculations. 


of the bulk of planets... 


Ir had been a' taſk worthy: nf ad; ere}: te- 


ſophers to have conſidered with equal care the 
climaQericks of the mind; to have pointed out 


the time at which every paſſion begins and ceaſes 


to predominate, and noted the regular variations 
of deſire, and the ſucceſſion of one n to 
another. 

The periods of mental od not. to be 
ſtated with equal certainty : Our bodies grow up 
under the care of nature, and depend ſo little on 


our own management, that ſomething more than 
negligence is neceſſary to diſcompoſe their ſtructure, 


or impede their vigour. But our minds are com- 
mitted in a great meaſure firſt to the direction of 
others, and afterwards of ourſelves. It would be 
difficult to protract the weakneſs of infancy be- 
yond the uſual time, but the mind may be very 
eaſily hindered from its ſhare: of improvement, and 
the Pulk and ſtrength of manhood muſt, without 
the aſſiſtance of education and inſtruction, be in- 
formed only with the underſtanding of a child. 
Vet amidſt all the diſorder and inequality which 
variety of diſcipline, example, converſation, and 
employment produce in the intellectual advances 
of different men, there is ſtill diſcovered" by a 
vigilant ſpectator, ſuch a general and remote ſimi- 
litude, as may be expected in the fame common 
nature affected by external circumſtances indefi- 
- nitely varied. We all enter the world in equal 
ignorance, gaze round about us on the ſame ob- 
lects, and have n . 


| proceed farther, life opens Wider 
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firſt hopes and fears, our firſt averſions and de- 
fires, from the ſame cauſes; and 


view, and accidental impulſes ret us to 
different paths, yet as every mind, however vi- 
gorous or abſtracted, is neceſſitated in its preſent 
ſtate of union, to receive its informations, and exe 
cute its purpoſes, by the intervention of the body, 
the uniformity. of our corporeal nature commu- 
nicates itſelf to our intellectual operations; and 
thoſe. whoſe abilities or knowledge incline them 
molt to "deviate from the general round of life, 
are recalled from excentricity by the laws of their 


exiſtence, 3 
If we conſider the e of the mind, it will 


be found that i in each part of life ſome particular 


faculty, is more eminently employed. When the 
treaſures of knowledge are firſt opened before 
us, While novelty blooms alike on either hand, 
and every thing equally unknown and unexamined 
ſeems of equal value, the power of the ſoul is 
principally exerted in a vivacious and deſultory 
curioſity, She applies by turns to every object, 
enjoys it for a ſhort time, and flies with equal ar- 
dour to another. She delights to catch up looſe 
and unconnected ideas, but ſtarts away from fyſ- 
tems and complications which would obſtruct the 
rapidity of her tranſitions, and detain her long in 


the fame purſuit. _ 


When a number of Liſting images are collected 
by theſe erratick and haſty furveys, the fancy is 
buſied in arranging them; and combines them 
into 'pleaſing pictures with: more reſemblance to 
the . realities of life as experience advances, and 
new | obſervations rectify the former. While: the 

„ judgment 


Fa. 
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judgment is yet uninformed and unable to com 
pare the draughts of fiction with their otiginals, 
we are delighted with improbable adventures, im- 
practicable virtues, and inimitable characters: But 
; in proportion as we have more opportunities of 
acquainting ourſelves with living nature, we are 
fooner diſguſted with copies in which there | ap- 
pears no reſemblance. We firlt diſcard abſurdity 
and impoſſibility, than exact greater and greater 
degrees of probability, but at laſt become cold and 
inſenſible to the charms of falſchood, . however ſpe- 
cious, and from the imitations of truth, which 
. afe never perfect, transfer our affection to * 
itſelf. | 
Now commences the reign of judgment or 
E hs we begin to find little pleaſure but in com- 
paring arguments, ſtating propoſitions, diſentang - 
ling perplexities, clearing ambiguities, and deducing 
conſequenees. The painted vales of imagination 
are deſerted, and our intellectual activity is ex- 
erciſed in winding through the labyrinths of fallacy, 
and toiling with firm and cautious ſteps up the 
narrow. tracks of- demonſtration. Whatever 
oY lull vigilance, or miſlead attention, is con- 
tuouſly rejected, and every diſguiſe in which 
| Ko. may be concealed, is carefully obſerved, 
tl by degrees a certain number of inconteſtable | 
or unſuſpected propoſitions are eſtabliſhed, and at 
laſt concatenated into Feuvents; or compadted | 
into ſyſtems... . 
At lengh 3 ee to Labour, and the X 
mind lies at eaſe in the contemplation of her own 
attainments, without any deſire of new conqueſts 
ot excurſions... This is the. age of recollection 
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avenues of apprehenſion ſhut againſt any NEW: m- 


elligenc Jave that are to follow muſt paſs in- 
telligence; the days that are to follow mult pa 
the inculcation of pregepts already lected, and 


aſſertion of tenets. already received; notiund © 
henceforward ſo odious as oppolition, ſo inſolent a8 
doubt, or.ſo dangerous as novelty, _ . _ 

In like manner the paſſions uſurp the ſeparate” 


* 


command of the ſuceeſſiye periods of life. To the ; 


happineſs of our firſt years hothing more ſeems 
neceſſary than freedom from reſtraint : Every man- 


| may remember that if he was left to himſelf, and 


indulged in the diſpoſal of his own time, he was 
once content without the ſuperaddit.on of any 
actual pleaſure. The new. world is itſelf a banquet ;. 


and till we have exhauſted the freſhneſs of life, we 


have always about us ſufficient gratifications: Tha 


ſunſhine quiekens us to play, and the ſhade invites 
us to-ſleep.. +1 8 


But we ſoon become ** i negative * S 


tites to more powerful delights, as the - taſte of 
him who has ſatisfied his hunger muſt be excited 


by artificial ſtimulations. The ſimplicity, of na- 


tural amuſement. is now. paſt, and art and con- 


trivance muſt improve our pleaſures; but in- 
time, art, like nature, is exhauſted, and the 


intellect, 
The attention is then transferred 
ſare to intereſt, in which pleaſure is perhaps in- 


cluded, though diffuſed to a wider extent, ank 


protracted | through new gradations. Nothing, 
now . dances before the eyes but wealth and 


power, nor rings in the ear but the voice f 
fame; wealth, to which, however variouſly de- 


. * 
+. * - 


N 5s. | nominated, 


be i > nothing: 1s 


lenſes can. no longer ſupply: the cravings. of the 
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nominated, every man at ſome time or other 
which all wiſh to obtain within 
tion; and ame, which” no man, 
however hi gh or mean, however wiſe or igno- 
rant, was yet able to deſpiſe. Now prudence 
and foreſight exert their influence: No hour is 
devoted wholly to any preſent enjoyment, no act 
or purpoſe terminates in itſelf, but every motion 
is referred to ſome diſtant end; the accompliſh- 
ment of one deſign begins another, and the ulti- 
mate wiſh is always Pane off to its former 
diſtance. * 
At ain fame is rwe 0 be: uncertain, and 
power to be dangerous; the man whoſe vigour and 
alacrity begin to forſake him, by degrees contracts 
his deſigns, remits his former multiplicity of pur - 
_ fhits, and extends no longer his regard to any other 
| honour, than the reputation of wealth, or any other 
influence than his power. "Avarice is generally the 
_ hiſt paſſion of thoſe lives of which the firſt part has 
been ſquandered ip pleaſure, and the ſecond devoted 
to ambition; He that ſinks under the fatigue of 
getting wealth, lulls his age with the milder bulineſs | 
_ of ſaving it. wp THULE 
I have in this view: pf" tif conſidered men as 
actuated only by natural deſires, and yielding to 
_ their own mclinations; without regard to ſuperior 
principles by which the force of external agents 
may de counteracted, and the temporary preva- 
lence of paſſions reſtrained. Nature will indeed 
eee operate, human deſires will be always 
ranging; but theſe motions, though very power- 
2 are not reſiſtleſs; nature may be regulated, 
and deſires governed; and to contend with the 
ee off decade . to be en- 
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by* was the wiſom * ſays Seneca, c of ancient 
times, to conſider what is moſt uſeful as 
. 06 illuſtrious.” If this rule be applied to 
works of genius, ſcarcely any ſpecies of com- 
poſition deſervEs more to be cultivated tham the 
epiſtolary ſtyle, ſince none is of more various or 

frequent uſe, through the whole ſubordination of 
human life. | 
It has yet happened that among the mimerous 
writers which our nation has produced, equal 
perhaps always in force and genius, and of late in 
elegance and accuracy, to thoſe of any other coun- 
fry, very few have endeavoured to diſtinguiſh them - 
ſelves by the publication of letters, except ſuch as 
were written in the diſcharge of publick truſts, 
and during the tranſaction of great affairs; which, 
tough they afford precedents to the miniſter, and 
memorials to the hiſtorian, are of. no uſe as examples 
of the familiar Kyle, or _— of 9 corre- 
(ponilence. ep oy | * 6] 
N 6 5 : If 
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If i it be enquired by foreigners, how this defi- 
ciency; has happened in the literature of a country, 
where all. indulge themſelves with fo little danger 
in ſp ing. writing, may we not without 
either bigotry or arrogance inform them, that it 
_ muſt be imputed to our conternpt. of trifles,” and 


J 


our due ſenſe of the dignity. of the publick? We 


do not think it reaſonable to fill the world oy 
volumes from which. nothing can be learned, 
expect that the employments of the buſy, or 
amuſements of the gay, ſhould give way to nar- 
, - Jatives of our private affairs, complaints of ab- 


\ ſence; expreſſions of fondnels, or, declarations "2 


fidelity. 
A flight peruſal: of 'the dnmerable Werd 


which. the wits of France have ſignalized their. 


names, will prove that other nations need not be 


diſcouraged from the like attempts by the conſciouſ-. 


neſs of inability; for ſurely it is not very uy 0 
to aggrayate triſting misfortunes, to magnify f⸗ 
liar incidents, repeat adulatory profeſſions, pra 


mulate ſervile hyperboles, and produce all that can. 
be found in the deſpicable remains of Paiture and. 


Scarron. 
Vet as much of life muſt be paſſed | in. affats 


conſiderable 2 by their frequent occurrence, 


and much of the pleaſure which our condition. 
allows, muſt be produced by giving elegance to 


trifles, it is neceſſary. to learn how to become 
little without becoming mean, to maintain the 


I intercourſe of civility, and fill up the 
vacuities of actions by agreeable appearances, It 


had therefore been of advantage, if ſuch of our. 


writers as have excelled. in the art e 
I had 2 res us with a few fallies 
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B gaiety, effuſions of honeſt tenderneſs or: 


exclamations of unimportant hurry. 

Precept has generally been -poſtgrior to per- 
formance, The art of compoſing works of genius 
has never, been _ but by the example of thoſe: 
who performed it by natural vigour of imagina- 


tion, and reRtitude of judgment. As we have; 


few letters, we have likewiſe few criticiſms upon- 
the epiſtolary ſtyle. The obſervation with which. 
Walbhas introduced his pages of Inanity, are ſuch as 
give him little claim to the rank aſſigned him by: 
Dryden among the criticks. Letters, ſays he, are 
intended as. amo of converſation, and the chief 


excellencies of converſation are good-humour and good 


breeding. This remark, equally valuable for its- 
novelty and propriety, he dilates and.enforces with. 
an appearance of. complete acquieſcence i in his own, 
diſcovery. 8 
No man was ever in doubt about the moral quali- 
ties of a letter. It has been always known that he 
who endeavours. to. pleaſe muſt appear pleaſed, and: 
he who would not provoke rudeneſs mult not practiſe, 


it. But the queſtion. among thoſe wha eſtabliſh: 


rules for an epiſtolary performance is how gaiety or. 
civility may. be properly. expreſſed; as among the 
criticks in hiſtory. it is not conteſted whether truth. 
ought to be preſerved,. but by what mode of diction. 


it is beſt adorned. 


As letters are written on all ſubjects, in all 
ſtates of mind, they cannot be properly reduced. 
to ſettled 09G, or. deſcribed by any. ſingle cha- 
raQerick.; we may, ſafely diſentangle our. 
minds from r embarraſiments, by deter- 
mining that a letter has no- peculiarity but its 
= and. that. is to be 2 aeg 


epiſtolary ſtyle moſt frequently required are eaſe 
and ſimplicity, an even flow of unlaboured dictiov, 
and an artleſs arrangement of obvious ſenti- 
ments. But theſe directions are no ſooner ap- 

plied to uſe, than their ſcantinefs and imperfection 


and to the mean, to the learned and the ignorant, 
at reſt and in diſtreſs, in ſport and in paſſion. No- 


expreſſion, when the importance of the ſubject im- 
preffes ſolicitude, or the dignity of the perſon exacts 
reverence. | 

That letters ſhoutd be white with ſtrict . 
formity to nature is true, becauſe nothing but 
conformity to nature can make any conipoſition 
beautiful or juſt. But it is natural to depart from 
familiarity of language upon occaſions not fami- 
lar. Whatever elevates the ſentiments will con- 
ſeguently raiſe the expreſſion; whatever fills us 

With hope or terror, will produce ſome perturba- 
tion of 1 images, and ſome figurative diſtortions of 
phraſe. Wherever we are ſtudious to pleafe, we 
are afraid of truſting our firſt thoughts, and en- 
deavour to recommend our, opinion by ſtudied 
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1 if the perſonages of the Sat Fm be allow- 
ald by Horace to raiſe their language in the tran- 
ſports of anger to the turgid vehemence of tra- 
gedy, the epiſtolary writer may likewiſe without 
cenſure comply with the varieties of his matter. 
E great events are to be related, he may, with all 
the ſolemnity of an hiſtorian, deduce them * 


: become evident. Letters are written to the great 


thing can be more improper than eaſe and laxity of 


ornaments, accuracy of method, and: elegance of 
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which would be proper in any other method of 
treating the ſame ſubject. The qualities of the 
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| their cauſes, connect them with their concomitants,, 
and trace them to their conſequences, If a diſputed 


, 


— 


9 
. 1 
2 + 
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poſition is to be eſtabliſhed, or a remote principle 
to be inveſtigated, he may detail his reaſonings 
with all the nicety of ſylogiſtick method. If & 
menace is to be averted, or a benefit implored, he 

may, without any violation of the edicts of criti- 
ciſm, call every power of rhetorick to his aſſiſtance, 
and try every inlet at which love or pity enters the 


be 


Letters that have no other end than the enter- . 
tainment of the correſpondents are more properly 
regulated by critical precepts, becauſe the matter 
and ſtyle are equally arbitrary, and rules are more 
neceſſary, as there is a larger power of choice. In 


letters of this kind, fome conceive art graceful, and 


others think negligence amiable ; ſome model chem 
by the ſonnet, and will allow them no means of 
gen ghting but the ſoft lapſe of calm mellifluence; 


others adjuſt them by the epigram, and expect 


pointed ſentences and forcible periods. The one 
party confiders exemption from faults as the height 
of excellence, the other looks upon neglect of excel- 
lence as the moſt diſguſting fault; one avoids cen— 
ſure, the other aſpires to praiſe; one is always in 
danger of infipidity, the other continually on the 
brink of affectation. 

When the ſubject has no intrinſick dignity, it 
muſt neceſſarſſy owe its Attractions to artificial 


| embelliſhments, and may catch at all adzantages 
which the art of writing can ſupply. He that, 
 like- Pliny, ſends his friend a portion for his 
daughter, will, without Pliny's eloquence or ad- 


dreſs, find means of exciting gratitude, and fe- 
ha aa „ 
* make 
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make but a garland, a ribbon, or ſome petty curio- 
ſity, muſt endeavour to recommend.) it r by; his man- 
ner of giving it. a | 
The purpoſe for which letters are written when. 
no intelli ligence is communicated, or buſineſs tranſ- 

| ated, is to preſerve in the minds of the abſent 
either love or eſteem; to excite. love we muſt im- 
part pleaſure, and to. raiſe eſteem we muſt diſcover 
abilities. Pleaſure will generally be given, as abi- 
lities are diſplayed by ſcenes of imagery, -points of 
conceit, unexpected allies, and artful compliments. 
T rifles always require exuberance of ornament ;. 
the building which has no ſtrength can be valued. 
only. for the grace of its decorations, The pebble: 
muſt. be poliſhed with. care, ' which hopes to be. 
valued as a diamond; and words ought ſurely to- 
be 3 when they are intended to ſtand for 
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| The fickle crowd with . comes and goes; 
7 3 ſtill finds followers, and misfortune foes. 
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HERE are oceans on which all clus; 
is rudeneſs. He that has an unwelcome. 
* to deliver, may give ſome proof of ten- 
derneſs and delicacy, by a ceremonial introduction 
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which the weight of ſorrow is to all, gains time for 


the collection of its powers; but nothing is more 
abſurd than to delay the communication of pleaſure, 
to torment curioſity by impatience, and to delude 
hope by anticipation. 

I ſhall therefore forbear the arts by which cor- 
CJ generally ſecure admiſſion, for I have 
> remarked the power of vanity, to doubt 
tt be read by you with a diſpoſition to 

2 when I declare that my narrative has no 
other tendency than to illuſtrate and corroborate 
your own obſervations, 

I I was the ſecond ſon LS a e whoſe 
patrimony had been waſted by a long ſucceſſion of 
ſquanderers, till he was unable to ſupport any of 
his children, except his heir, in the hereditary dig- 
nity of idleneſs. Being therefore obliged to employ 
that part of life in ſtudy which my progenitors had 


— to the hawk and hound, I was in my eigh- 
teenth year diſpatched to the univerſity, without 


any, rural hanours, I had never killed a ſingle 


woodcock, nor partaken oge triumph over a con- 


quered fox. 

At the univerſity I continued to enlarge my 
asqquiſitions with little envy of the noiſy happineſs 
which my elder brother had the fortune to enjoy, 
and having obtained my degree, retired to conſider 


at leiſure to what profeſſion I ſhould confine that 


application which had hitherto been diſſipated in 
general knowledge. To deliberate upon a choice 
which cuſtom and honour forbid to be retracted, 

is certainly reaſonable, yet to let looſe the atten- i 
tion equally ta the advantages and inconveniencies 
of every employment is not without danger; new 


motives are every moment operating on every. 


ſide; 


— 
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ſide; and mechanicks have long ago diſcovered, 


that contrariety of equal nem! is equivalent | 
r 


While I was thus trifling in uncertainty, an old 
adventurer, who had been once the intimate friend 
of my father, arrived from the Indies with a large 


e which he had ſo much haraſſed himſelf 
in obtaining, that ſickneſs and infirmity leſt him 


no other deſire than to die in his native country. 
His wealth eaſily procured him an invitation to 

paſs his life with us, and being incapable of any 
amuſement but converſation, he neceffarily became 
familiarized to me, whom he found ſtudious and 
dorneſtick. Pleaſed with an opportunity of im- 
parting my knowledge, and eager of any intelli- 
gence that might increaſe it, I delighted his curio- 
ſity with hiſtorical narratives and explications of 


nature, and gratified his vanity by enquiries after 
the products of diſtant nn Ark and the cnſtoins : 


af their inhabitants, + © 


My brother ſaw how much 1 een in the 
favour of our gueſt, who being without heirs, was 
naturally ęxpected to enrich the family, of his 
friend, but neither attempted to alienate me, nor 


to ingratiate himſelf, He was indeed little qualified 


to ſolicit the affection of à traveller, for the remiſſ- 
neſs of his education had left him without any rule 
of action but his preſent humour. He often for- 


ſook the old gentleman in the midſt of an adventure, 


becauſe the horn ſounded in the court- yard, and 
would have loſt an opportunity, not only of know- 
ing the hiſtory, but ſharing the wealth of the mo- 
gul, for the trial of a new pon Wer or _ _ of 
2 horſe- race. ee b 0 
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profits of his commerce, as the only man in the fa- 


mily by whom he could expect them to be rationally 


enjoyed. This diſtinction drew Upon me the R 
not only of my brother but my father. Ws 

As no man is willing to believe that he ſuffers 
by his own fault, they imputed the preference 
which I had obtained to adulatory compliances, or 
malignant calumnies. To no purpoſe did J call 
upon my patron to atteſt my innocence, for who 


will believe what he wiſhes to be falſe? - In the 
heat of diſappointment they forced their inmate by 
repeated inſults to depart from the houſe, and L 

was ſoon, by the ſame e obliged to follow 


him. 


pleaſed myſelf with perceiving that I was not 


likely to obtain an immediate poſſeſſion of wealth 


which no labour of mine had contributed to ac- 
quire ; and that he, who had thus diſtinguiſhed me, 


might hope to end his life without a total fruſtration 


of thoſe bleſſings, which, whatever be their real 


value, he had fought with ſo much diligence, and . 
purchaſed with ſo many viciſſitudes of danger and 


fatigue. | 
He indeed left me no reafon to repine at his 


recovery, for he was willing to accuſtom me early 


to the uſe of money, and ſet apart for my expences 
| ſuch a revenue as | had ſcarcely dared to image. 
J can yet congratulate myſelf that fortune has ſeen 
her golden cup once taſted without inebriation. 
Neither my _— nor prudence were over- 
whelmed 


— 


28 3 
It was therefore not long before our new friend 
declared his intention of bequeathing to me the 


He choſe his don in the confines of Lon 


* where reſt, tranquillity, and medicine, reſtored 
him to part of the health which he had loſt. I 


— 
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whelmed by affluence; my elevation was without 


inſolence, and my expence without profuſion. 
Employing the influence which money always 


confers to the improvement of my underſtanding, | 


I. mingled in parties of Zaiety, and in conferences 
of learning, appeared in every place where in- 
| ſtruction was to be found, and imagined that by 
ranging through all the diverſiies of life, I had 
acquainted myſelf fully with human nature, and 
learned all that was to be Known of the ways of- 
men. 

It happened, however, that I ſoon diſcovered 
| how much was wanted'to the completion of my 
knowledge, and found that, according to Seneca's 


| remark, J had hitherto ſeen the world but. on one. 


fide. My. patron's confidence in-his- increafe of- 


ſtrength tempted him to careleſneſs and irregu- 


larity; he caught a fever by riding in the rain, of 
which he died delirious on the third day. I buried 


him without any of the heir's affected grief or 


ſectet exultation; then preparing to take a legal 
poſſeſſion of his fortune, opened his cloſet, where 
I found a will, made at his firſt arrival, by which 
my father was appointed the chief inheritor, and. 


nothing was left me but a legacy ſufficient to ſup- 


hort me in the proſecution of my ſtudies. 


I had not yet found ſuch charms in proſperity as - 


to continue it by any acts of forgery or injuſtice,. 
and made haſte to inform my father of the riches. 
which had been given him, not by the preference 
of kindneſs, but by the delays of indolence, and 
cowardice of age. The hungry family flew like. 
vultures on their prey, and ſoon made my diſap- 
pointment publick by the tumult of their claims, 
and the ſplendor of their evo. 


* 


It 
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It was now my part to conſider how J ſhould 
repair the diſappointment. I could not but tri- 
- umph in my long liſt of friends, which compriſed 


almoſt every name that power or knowledge intitled 
to eminence, and in the proſpect of the innume- 


rable roads to honour and preferment, which I had 
laid open to myſelf by the wiſe uſe of temporary 


riches. I believed nothing neceſſary but that 


{ſhould continue that acquaintance to which I had 
been fo readily admitted, and which had hitherto 
been cultivated on both fled with equal ardour. . 

Full of theſe expectations, I one morning ordered 
a chair, with an intention to make my uſual circle 
of morning viſits. Where I firſt ſtopped I faw 
two footmen lolling at the door, who told me, 
without any change of poſture, or collection of 
countenance, that their maſter was at home ; and 
ſuffered me to open the inner door without affiſt- 
ance. I found my friend ſtanding, and as I was 
tattling with my former freedom, was formally in- 
treated to ſit down; but did not ſtay to be favoured 
with any further condeſcenſions. 

My next experiment was made at the levee of a 
ſtateſman, who received me with an embrace of 
- tenderneſs, that he might with more decency pub- 
liſh my change of fortune to the ſycophants about 
him. After he had enjoyed the triumph of con- 
dolence, he turned to a wealthy ſtockjobber, and 
left me expoſed to the ſcorn of thoſe who had lately 
courted my notice, and ſolicited hy intereſt. 

Il was then ſet down at the door of another, who 
upon my entrance adviſed me. with great ſolemnity 
to think of ſome ſettled proviſion for life. I left 
him and hurried away to an old friend, who pro- 
felled himſelf — of any impreflions 


from 
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from proſperity or misfortune, and begged that he ] 
might ſee me when he was more at leiſure. | I 
At fixty-ſeven doors at which I knocked in the _ 1 
firſt week after my appearance in a mourning dreſs, p 
T was denied admiſſion at forty-fix ; was ſuffered at I 
fourteen to wait in the outer room till buſineſs was 7 
\ diſpatched; at four was entertained with a few © 
queſtions about the weather ; at one heard the foot- 


men rated for bringing my name; and at two was tl 
informed, in the flow of cafual converſation, how — 2M 
much a man of rank degrades himſelf by mean te 
company. 3 | 5 SHES | -- 

My curioſity now led me to try what reception 1 18 
- ſhould find among the ladies; but I found that my a 


patron had carried all my powers of pleaſing to the 
grave. I had formerly been celebrated as a wit, 
and not perceiving any languor in my imagina- 
tion, I eſſayed to revive that gaiety which had © 
hitherto broken out involuntarily before my ſen- 
tences were finiſhed. My remarks were now heard 
with a ſteady countenance, and if a girl happened 
to give way to habitual merriment, her forward. 
neſs was repreſſed with a frown by her mother or 
her aunt. 
Wherever I come ſcatter infirmity and diſeaſe ; 4 
every lady whom I meet in the Mall is too weary 


to walk; all whom I intreat to ſing are troubled om 
with colds: if I propoſe cards, they are afflited er, 
with the head- ach; if I invite them to the gardens, wi 
they cannot bear a crowd. ve 
All this might be endured; but there is a claſs | e 
' of mortals who think my underſtanding impairec - 
6 


with my fortune, exalt themſelves to the dignity 1 
of advice, and whenever we happen to meet, pre- | 

- fume to preſcribe my conduct, regulate my eco- 
7 a nompy, 
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nomy, and direct my purſuits. Another race, equally 
impertinent and equally deſpicable, are every mo- 
ment recommending to me an attention to my inte- 
reſt, and think themſelves entitled, by their ſuperior 
prudence, to reproach me if I ſpeak 0 or move with- 
out regard to profit, 

\ = uch, Mr. Rambler, is the power of . 
that it commands the ear of greatneſs and the eye 
of beauty, gives ſpirit to the dull, and authority 
to the timorous, and leaves him from whom it de- 
parts, without virtue and without underſtanding, the 


ſport of caprice, the ſcoit of inſolence, the ſlave of 
meanneſs, and the pupil of ignorance. 
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mmm T (bj res antiques laudis et artis . | 3 
| Aggredier, Janos auſus recludere fonter. VIac. 
For thee my tuneful accents will I raiſe, | Os 


And treat of arts diſclos'd in ancient days; 
Once more unlock for thee the ſacred rings DRYDEN, 


HE direction of Ari/tetle to thoſe” that ſtudy 

' politicks, is, firſt to examine and underſtand 

wh has been . written by the ancients upon go- 

vernment; then to caſt their eyes round upon the 

world, and confider by what cauſes the proſperity 

of communities is viſibly influenced, and why ſome 
are worſe, and others better adminiſtered. 

The fame method muſt be purſued by him who 

hopes to become eminent in any other part of 

knowledge. The firſt taſk is to ſearch books, the 


— 


«they. were not more ſenſible of deficiencies; and 
: readily conclude, that he who places no confidence 
in his own powers, © owes his modeſty * to his 
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next to contemplate nature. He muſt firſt poſleſs 


himſelf of the intellectual treaſures which the dili- 


gence of former ages has accumulated, and then 


endeavour to increaſe them by his own collections. 


The mental diſeaſe of the preſent generation, is 


impatience of ſtudy, contempt of the great maſ- 


ters of ancient wiſdom, and a diſpoſition to rely 
| wholly upon unaſſiſted genius and natural ſagacity. 


The wits of theſe happy days have diſcovered a 
way to fame, which the dull caution of our labo- 


Tious anceſtors durſt never attempt; they cut the 
knots of ſophiſtry which it was formerly the buſi- 


neſs of years to untie, ſolve difficulties by ſudden 


irradiations of intelligence, and comprehend long 
proceſſes of argument by immediate intuition. 


Men who have flattered themſelves into this opi- 


nion of ther own abilities, look down on all who 
waſte their lives over books, as a race of inferior 
beings condemned by nature to perpetual pupil- 
lage, and fruitleſsly endeavouring to remedy their 
barrenneſs by inceſſant cultivation, or ſuccour their 
feebleneſs by ſubſidiary ſtrength. They prefume 
that none would be more induſtrious than they, if 


It is however certain, ae; no eſtimate i is mcre i in 


danger- of erroneous calculations than thoſe by 
which a man computes: the force of his own ge- 


nius. It generally happens at our entrance into 
the world, that by the natural attraction of ſimili- 


tude, we aſſociate with men like ourſelves, young, 
ſprightly, and ignorant, and rate our accompliſh- 


ments by compariſon with theirs; when we have 


Once 


- — 
- va * 


Ne 154. THE RAMBL ER. 289 
once obtained an acknowledged ſuperiority over our 
acquaintances, imagination and defire eaſily extend 


it over the reſt of mankind, and if no accident forces 


us into new emulations, we grow old, and av in 
admiration of ourſelves. | 

Vanity, thus confirmed in her dominion, rea- 
dily liſtens to the voice of idleneſs, and ſoothes the 
ſlumber of life with continual dreams of excel- 
| lence and greatneſs. A man elated by confidence 
in his natural vigour of fancy and ſagacity of con- 
jecture, ſoon concludes that he already poſſeſſes 
whatever toil and enquiry can confer. He then 
liſtens with eagerneſs to the wild objections which 
folly has raiſed againſt the common means of im- 
provement; talks of the dark chaos of indigeſted 
knowledge; deſcribes the miſchievous effects of 
heterogeneous ſciences fermenting in the mind; 


relates the blunders of lettered ignorance ; expa- 


tiates on the heroick merit of thoſe who deviate 
from preſcription, or ſhake off authority; and 
gives vent to the inflations of his heart by de- 
claring that he owes nothing to pedants and uni- 
verſities. 


All theſe pretenſions, however confident, are 


very often vain. The laurels which ſuperficial 
acuteneſs gains in triumphs over ignorance unſup- 
ported by vivacity, are obſerved by Locke to be loſt, 
whenever real learning and rational diligence appear 
againſt her; the ſallies of gaiety are ſoon repreſſed 
by calm confidence ; ; and the artifices of ſubtilty 
are readily detected by thoſe who, having carefully 
ſtudied the queſtion, are nat * confounded or 
ſurpriſed. 
But though the contemner of books had neither 
been deceived by others nor himſelf, and was really 
Vol. III. O born 


* 
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born with a genius ſurpaſſing the ordinary abilities of 
mankind; yet ſurely ſuch gifts of providence may 
be more properly urged as incitements to labour, 
than encouragementsto negligence. Hethat neglects 
the culture of ground, naturally fertile; is more 


ſhamefvlly culpable than he whoſe field would ſc arce- 


ly recompenſe his buſbandry. 

Cicero remarks, that not to know what has * 
tranſacted in former times, is to continue always a 
child. If no uſe is made of the labours of paſt 
ages, the world muiſt remain always in the infancy 
of knowledge. Ihe diſcoveries of every man muſt 
terminate in his own advantage, and the ſtudies of 


every age be employed on queſtions which the paſt ' 


generation. had. diſcuſſed and determined, We may 
with as little.reproach borrow ſcience as manufac- 
tures from .our anceſtors; and it is as rational to 


Jive in caves till our own heads have erected a pa- 


lace, as to reject all knowledge of architecture, which 
our underſtandings will not ſupply. 

To the ſtrongeſt and quickeſt mind it is far 
eaſjer to learn than to invent. The principles of 
arithmetick and geometry may be comprehended by 
a cloſe attention in a.few days ; -yet who can flatter 
himſelf that the ſtudy of a long life would have en- 
abled him to diſcover them, when he ſees them yet 


+ vnknown to ſo many nations, whom he cannot ſup- 


poſe leſs liberally endowed with natural reaſon, than 
: the Grecians or Egyptians 
Every ſcience was thus far advanced towards per- 


fetion, by the emulous diligence of contemporary 


ſtudents, and the gradual diſcoveries of one age im- 
proving on another. Sometimes unexpected flaſhes 
of inſtruction were ſtruck out by the fortuitous col- 
liſion of happy incidents, or an involuntary con- 

currence 
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iCurrence of ideas, in which the philoſopher to whom 
they happened had no other merit than that of 
knowing their value, and tranſmitting, unclouded 
40 poſterity, that light which had been kindled by 
cauſes out of his power. The happineſs: of theſe 
caſual illuminations no man can promiſe to himſelf, 
becauſe no endeavours can. procure them ; and 
therefore whatever be our abilities or application, 
we muſt ſubmit to learn from others what perhaps 
would have lain hid for ever from human penetra- 
tion, had not ſome remote enquiry brought it to 
view; as treaſures are thrown up by the plough- 
man ind the digger in the rude exerciſe of their 
rommon occupations. 


The man whoſe genius qualifies him for grout 
undertakings, muſt at leaſt be content to learn from 
books the preſent ſtate of human knowledge; that 
he may not aſcribe to himſelf the invention of arts 
generally known; weary his attention with experi- 


ments of which the event has been long regiſter- 
ed; and waſte, in attempts which have already 


ſucceeded or miſcarried, that time which might have 
been ſpent with uſefulneſs and honour upon new 
undertakings. 

But though the ſtudy of books is neceſſary, it 1s 
not ſufficient to conſtitute literary eminence. He 
that wiſhes to be counted among the benefactors 
of poſterity, muſt add by his own toll to the acqui- 
ſitions of his anceſtors, and ſecure his memory from 


neglect by ſome valuable improvement. This can 


only be effected by looking out upon the waſtes of 
the intellectual world, and extending the power of 
learning over regions yet undiſciplined and barba- 
rous; or by ſurveying more exactly her ancient 
dominions, and driving ignorance from the for- 
„ Wy treſſes 
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treſſes and retreats where ſhe ſkulks undetected and 
undiſturbed. Every ſcience has its difficulties 
which yet call for ſolution before we attempt new 
ſyſtems of knowledge; as every country has its 
foreſts and marſhes, which it would be wiſe to cul- 
tivate and drain, before diſtant colonies are projected 
as a neceſſary diſcharge of the exuberance of inha- 


bitants. 
No man ever yet became great by imitation. 


Whatever hopes for the -veneration of mankind. 


muſt have invention in the defign or the execu- 
tion; either the effect muſt itſelf be new, or the 
means by which it is produced. Either truths 
. Hitherto unknown muſt be diſcovered, or thoſe 
which are already known enforced by ſtronger evi- 
dence, facilitated by clearer method, or ed 
by brighter illuſtrations. 

Fame cannot ſpread wide or endure long that is 
not rooted in nature, and manured by art. That 
which hopes to reſiſt the blaſt of malignity, and 
ſtand firm againſt the attacks of time, muſt contain 
in itſelf ſome original principle of growth. The 
reputation which ariſes from the detail or tranſpoſi- 


tion of borrowed ſentiments, may ſpread for a while, 


—— 


away by accident or contempt, and ſuffered to rot 
unheeded on the ground, _. | 


* > 


like ivy on the rind of antiquity, but will be torn 
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| Sterile rranſifouc annos, 
Hic avi mibi prime dies, bac limina vite; STAT. 


Our barren years are paſt; _ 
Be this of life 2 of ſloth the laſt, ELPHINSTON. 


O 3 of che human mind has more 

frequently incurred animadverſion, than 

the negligence with which men overlook their 

own faults, however flagrant, and the eaſineſs 

with which they pardon them, however frequently 
repeated. 

It ſeems generally believed, that, as the eye can- 
not ſee itſelf, the mind has no faculties by which 
it can contemplate its own ſtate, and that therefore 
we have not means of becoming acquainted with 

our real characters; an opinion which, like innu- 
merable other poſtulates, an enquirer finds himſelf 
inclined to admit upon very. little evidence, becauſe 
it affords. a ready ſolution of many difficulties. It 
will explain why the greateſt abilities frequently fail 
to promote the happineſs of thoſe who poſſeſs 
them; wiy thoſe who can diſtinguiſh with the 
utmoſt nicety the boundaries of vice and virtue, 
ſufler them to be confounded in their own conduct; 
why the active and vigilant reſign their affairs im- 
plicitly to the management of others; and why 
the cautious and fearful make hourly approaches to- 
wards ruin, without one ſigh of ſolicitude or ſtruggle 
for eſcape. 

When a 3 teems thus with commodicus 
conſequences, who can without regret confeſs it 

to be falſe? Let it is certain that declaimers have 


O 3 indulged 
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indulged a diſpoſition to deſcribe the dominion of the 
pafſions as extended beyond the limits that nature 
aſſigned. Self-lave- is often rather arrogant than 
blind; ; it does not hide our faults from ourſelves, but 
, perſuades us that they. eſcape the notice of others, 
end diſpoſes us to reſent cenſures leſt we ſhould 
confeſs them to be juſt. We are ſecretly conſcious 
of defects and vices which we hope to conceal from 
the publick eye, and pleaſe ourſelves with innume- 
rable impoſtures, by which, in reakty, no body is 
Sekired. 

In proof of the dimneſs of our intimal f ght, or 
Ae general inability of man to determine rightly 
concerning his own character, it is common tg 
urge the ſucceſs of the moſt abſurd and incredible 


flattery, and the reſentment always raiſed by advice, 


however ſoft, benevolent, and reaſonable. But 
flattery, if its operation be nearly examined, will 
be found to owe its acceptance, not to our ignorance 
but knowledge of our failures, and to delight us 
rather as it conſoles our wants than diſplays our 
poſſeſſions. He that ſhall ſolicit the Ser of his 
patron by praiſing him for qualities which he can 
find in himſelf, will be defeated by the more daring 
panegyriſt who enriches him with adſcititious excel- 
lence. Juſt praiſe is only a debt, but flattery is a 
preſent. The acknowledgment of thoſe virtues 


on which conſcience congratulates us, is a tribute 


that we can at any time exact with confidence ; but 
the celebration of thoſe which we only feign, or de- 
ſire without any vigorous endeavours to attain them, 


is received as a confeſſion of ſovereignty over re- 


ions never conquered, as a favourable deciſion of 


diſputable claims, and is more welc ome as it is more 
-  Sratuitous, — 


Advice 
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Advice is offenſive, not becauſe it lays us open to 


unexpected regret, or convicts us of any fault which- 


had eſcaped our notice, but becauſe it ſhows us that 


we are known to others as well as to ourſelves; and 
the officious monitor 1s perſecuted with hatred, not 
becauſe his accuſation is falſe, but becauſe he aſſumes 


that ſuperiority which we are not willing to grant 


him, and has dared to detect what we deſired to 
conceal. 

For this reaſon advice is commonly ineffeQual. | 
If thoſe who follow the call of their-defires, without 


enquiry whither they are going, had deviated igno- 


rantly from the paths of wiſdom, and were ruſh-. 


ing upon dangers unforeſeen, they would readily 
liſten to information that recals them from their 


errors, and catch the firſt alarm by which deſtruc- | 


tion or infamy is denounced. Few that wander 
in the wrong way miſtake it for the right, they 


only find it more ſmooth: and flowery, and indulge 


their own choice rather than approve it: therefore 


few are perſuaded to quit it by admonition or re- 


proof, ſince it impreſſes no new conviction, nor 


confers any powers of action or reſiſtance. He 
that is gravely informed how ſoon profufion will 
annihilate his fortune, hears with little advantage 
what he knew before, and catches at the next oc- 
_ caſion of expence, becauſe advice has no force to 
ſuppreſs his vanity. He that is told how certainly 
intemperance will hurry him to the grave, runs 
with his uſual ſpeed to a new courſe of luxury, be- 


eauſe his reaſon is not invigorated, nor his appetite 


weakened, | 
The miſchief of Rattery 1 is, not that it perſuades 
any man that he is what he is not, but that it ſup- 
preſſes the influence of honèſt ambition, by raiſing 
| Gs... an 
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an opinion that honour may be gained without the 
toil of merit; and the benefit of advice ariſes com- 
monly, not from any new light imparted to the 
mind, but from the diſcovery which it affords of the 
publick ſuffrages. He that could withſtand con- 
ſcience 1s frighted at infamy, and ſhame prevails 
when reaſon was defeated. 


As we all know our own faults, and know them 
commonly with many aggravations which human. 


perſpicacity cannot difcover, there is, perhaps, no 
man, however hardened by impudence or diſſi- 
pated by levity, ſheltered by hypocriſy or blaſted 
by diſgrace, who does not intend ſome time to 


review his conduct, and to regulate the remainder 
of his life by the laws of virtue. New tempta- 


tions indeed attack him, new invitations are offered 
by pleaſure and intereſt, and the hour of reforma- 


tion is always delayed; every delay gives vice 


another opportunity of fortifying itſelf by habit; 


aud the change of manners, though ſincerely in- 
tended and rationally planned, is referred to the 


time when ſome craving paſſion ſhall be fully 
gratified, or ſome powerful allurement ceaſe its 
importunitʒ. 


Thus procraſtination is accumulated on pro- 


craſtination, and one impediment ſucceeds ano- 
ther, till age ſhatters our reſolation, or death inter- 
cepts the project of amendment. Such is often the 
end of ſalutary purpoſes, after they have long de- 
lghted the imagination, and appeaſed that diſquiet 
which every mind feels. from known miſconduct, 


when the attention is not diverted by buſineſs or by 


pleaſure. | 
Nothing ſurely can be more unworthy of a 
reaſonable nature, than to continue in a ſtate fo 
4 | 2 oppolite 
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oppoſite to real happineſs, as that all the peace of 
ſolitude, and felicity of meditation, muſt ariſe from 


reſolutions of forſaking it. Yet the world will 


often afford examples of men, who paſs months 


and years in a continual war with their own con- 


victions, and are daily dragged by habit, or betrayed 


by paſſion, into practices which they cloſed and 
opened their eyes with purpoſes to avoid; pur- 
poſes which, though ſettled on conviction, the 
firſt impulſe of momentary defire totally over- 


throws. 


The influence of rw is indeed ſuch, that 1 to 


conquer it will require the utmoſt efforts of forti- 
tude and virtue; nor can I think any man more 
worthy of veneration and renown, than thoſe who 
have burſt the ſhackles of habitual vice. This 
victory however has different degrees of glory as 
of difficulty; it is more heroick as the objects of 
guilty gratification are more familiar, and the re- 
currence of ſolicitation more frequent. He that 
from experience of the folly of ambition reſigns 
his offices, may ſet himſelf free at once from tempt- 
ation to ſquander his life in courts, becauſe he 

eannot regain his former ſtation. He who is en- 

ſlaved by an amorous paſſion, may quit his tyrant 
in diſguſt, and abſence will, without the help of- 
reaſon, overcome by degrees the deſire of return- 


ing. But thoſe appetites to which every place 
roper object, and which require no- 


affords theig, 
preparatory ®meaſures or gradual advances, are 
more tenacioully adheſive ;. the wiſh is ſo near the 
enjoyment, that compliance often precedes conſi- 


deration, and before the powers of reaſon can be 


ſummoned, the time for employing them 1s paſt, 
Ws: 1 Indolence 
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Indolence is therefore one of. the vices from 


which thoſe whom it once infects are ſeldom re- 
formed. Every other ſpecies of luxury operates 
upon ſome appetite that is quickly ſatiated, and 
requires ſome concurrence of art or accident which 
every place will not ſupply ; but the deſire of eaſe 
acts equally at all hours, and the longer it is indulg- 


ed is the more increaſed. To do nothing is in every 


man's power; we can never want an opportunity 


of omitting duties. The lapſe to indolence is ſoft 


and imperceptible, becauſe it is only a mere ceſſa- 
tion of activity; but the return to diligence is diffi- 


cult, becauſe it implies a change from reſt to motion, 


from privation | to reality. 


| Facilli: deſcenſus averni: 
Nees atque dies patet atri janua ditis; 
Sed revocare gradum, ſuperaſque 1 * 8 
Hoc opus, hic labor eft. 
'The gates of Hell are open . and day; 


Smooth the deſcent, and eaſy is the way; 
But to return, and view the cheerful ſkies, 


It! this the taſk and mighty labour lies. Dare Ne, 


Of this vice, as of all others, every man who 
* it is conſcious; we all know our own 
ſtate, if we could be induced to conſider it; and it 
might perhaps be uſeful to the conqueſt of all theſe 
enſnarers of the mind, if at certain ſtated days life 
was reviewed, Many things neceſſary are omitted, 
becauſe we vainly imagine that they May be al- 

ways performed; and what cannot be done without 


ain will for ever be delayed, if the time of doing 


p 
it be left unſettled. No corruption is great but by 
long negligence, which can ſcarcely prevail in a 


mind regularly and frequently awakened by periodi- 


cal 
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cal remorſe. He that thus breaks his life into parts, 


will find in himſelf a deſire to diſtinguiſh every {tage 


of his exiſtence by ſome improvement, and delight 
himſelf with the approach of the day of recollection, 


as of the time which is to begin a new ſeries of 


virtue and e | 
e kekekr kek. E 
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: Nunguum aliud natura, aliud ſapientia dicit. : Juy. 
For Wiſdom. ever echoes Nature's voice. 


VE RY government, fay the politicians, is 


perpetually degenerating towards corruption, 
from which it muſt be reſcued at certain periods by 
the reſuſcitation of its firſt principles, and the re- 


eſtabliſhment of its original conſtitution. Every 
animal body, according to the methodick phyſi- 


cians, is, by the predominance of ſome exuberant 
quality, continually declining towards diſeaſe and | 
death, which muſt be obviated by a ſeaſonable re- 


duction of the peccant humour to the juſt equipoiſe 
which health requires. 

In the ſame manner the ſtudies of mankind, all 
at leaſt which, not being ſubject to rigorous de- 
monſtration, admit the influence of fancy and 
Caprice, are perpetually tending to error and con- 
fuſion. Of the great principles of truth which 
the firſt ſpeculatiſts diſcovered, the ſimplicity is 
embarraſſed by. ambitious additions, or . the. evi- 
dence obſcured by inaccurate argumentation ; and 
as they deſcend from one ſucceilion of writers to 
another, like light tranſmitted from room to room, 
© 6 they 
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they loſe their ſtrength and ſplendour, and fade at 
laſt in total evaneſcence. | 


The ſyſtems of learning therefore muſt be ſome- 


times reviewed, complications analyſed into prin- 


ciples, and knowledge diſentangled from opinion. 


It is not always poſſible, without a cloſe inſpection, 
to ſeparate the genuine ſhoots of conſequential 
reaſoning, which grow out of ſome radical poſtulate, 


. from the branches which art has engrafted on it. 


The. accidental preſcriptions of authority, when 
time has procured them veneration, are often con- 
founded with the laws of nature, and thoſe rules are 
ſuppoſed coeval with reaſon, of which the firſt riſe 
cannot be diſcovered. 


Criticiſm has ſometimes a fancy to dictate 


the laws by which fancy ought to be reſtrained, 


and fallacy to perplex the principles by which fal- 
lacy is to be detected; her ſuperintendence of others 


has betrayed her to negligence of herſelf; and, like 
the ancient Scythians, by extending ber conqueſts 
over diſtant regions, ſhe has left her throne vacant 


to her ſlaves. 


Among the laws of which the deſire of extend- | 


ing authority, or ardour of promoting knowledge, 
has prompted the preſcription, all which writers 
have received, had not the far. original right to 
our regard. Some are to be conſidered as funda- 
mental and indiſpenſable, others only as uſeful and 
convenient; ſome as dictated by reaſon and neceſ- 
fity, others as enacted by deſpotick antiquity ; 


. fome as invincibly ſupported. by their conformity 


to the order of nature and operations of the intel- 
lect; others as formed by accident, or inſtituted by 
example, and therefore always liable to diſpute and 
alteration, - 


That 
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That many rules have been advanced witlioutt 
conſulting nature or reaſon, we cannot but ſuſpect, 

when we find it peremptorily decreed by the ancient 

maſters, that only three ſpeaking perſonages ſhould 

appear at once upon the ſtage ; a Jaw which, as. 

the variety and intricacy of modern plays has made: 

it impoſſible to be obſerved, we now violate without 
ſcruple, and, as 2 Proves, without incon- 

venience. 

The original of this precept was merely acci- 
dental. Tragedy was a monody or ſolitary ſong: 
in honour of Bacchus, improved afterwards into a 
dialogue by the addition of another ſpeaker; but 
the ancients, remembering that the tragedy was 
at firſt pronounced only by one, durſt not for ſome 
time venture beyond two; at laſt, when cuſtom. 
and impunity had made them daring, they. extend- 
ed their liberty to the admiſſion of three, but re- 

ſtrained themſelves by a critical edict from further: 
exorbitance. 

By what accident the number of acts was limit-- 
of to five, I know not that any author has inform-- 
ed us; but certainly it is not determined by any, 

- neceflity ariſing either from the nature of action 
or propriety of exhibition. An act is only the re- 
preſentation of ſuch a part of the buſineſs of the 
play as proceeas in an unbroken tenor, or without 
any intermediate pauſe. Nothing is more evident 
than that of every real, and by conſequence of 
every dramatick action, the intervals may be mare 
or fewer than five; and indeed the rule is upon 
the Engliſh ſtage every day broken in effect, with- 
out any other.miſchief than that which ariſes from 
an abſurd endeavour to obſerve it in appearance, 


Whenever the ſcene is ſhifted the act ceaſes, ſince - | ji 
5 | ſome | 
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* ſoine time is neceſſarily ſuppoſed to elapſe while the 


perſonages of the drama change their place. 


With no greater right to our obedience have the. 


criticks. confined the dramatick action to a certain. 


number of hours. Probability requires that the 


time of action ſhould approach ſomewhat nearly, 
to that of exhibition, and thoſe. plays will always. 
be thought moſt happily conducted which crowd. 


the greateſt variety into the leaſt ſpace. But ſince, 


it: will frequently happen that ſome deluſion muſt be 
admitted, I. know not where the limits of imagi- 
nation can be fixed. It is rarely. obſerved that minds, 
not prepoſſeſſed by mechanical criticiſm, feel any, 
offence from the extenſion of the intervals between. 
the acts; nor can I conceive it abſurd or impoſſible, 
that he who can multiply. three hours into twelve or. 
twenty-four, might image with equal cafe a greater. 


number. . | | | 
- I know not whether he that profeſſes to regard 


no other laws than thoſe of nature, will not be. 


inclined to receive tragi-comedy to his protection, 
whum, however generally condemned, her own. 
laurels have hitherto thaded from the fulminations. 
of criticiſm... For. what is there in the mingled. 
drama which impartial reaſon can .condemn ? The. 


connexion of important with trivial incidents, 


fince it is not only. common but perpetual in the. 
world, may ſurely be allowed upon the ſtage, 
which pretends only. to be the mirrour of life. 
The impropriety of ſuppreſſing paſſions before we. 
have raiſed them to the intended agitation, and of. 
diverting the expectation from an event which we. 
keep ſuſpended only. to raiſe it, may be ſpeciouſly. 
urged. But will not experience ſhew this. objec- 


tion to be rather ſubtle than juſt? Is it not certain 


that 
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that the tragick and comick affections have been 
moved alternately with equal force, and that no plays 
have oftener filled the eye with tears, and the breaſt 
with palpitation, than thoſe which are variegated 
with interludes of mirth ? 

I do not however think it ſafe to judge of works 
of genius. merely by the event. The reſiſtleſs vi- 
cim̃tudes of the heart, this alternate prevalence of 
merriment and ſolemnity, may ſometimes be more 
properly aſcribed- to the vigour of the writer than 
the juſtneſs of the deſign: and inſtead of vindi- 
cating tragi-comedy. by the ſucceſs of Shakeſpeare, 
we ought perhaps to pay new honours to that tran-. 


ſcendent and unbounded genius that. could preſide. 


over the paſſions in ſport ; who, to actuate the af- 
fections, needed not the ſlow gradation of common- 
means, but could fill the heart with inſtantaneous: 
jollity or ſorrow, and vary our diſpoſition as he 
changed his ſcenes. Perhaps the effects even oß 
Shakeſpeare's poetry might have been yet greater, had 
he not counteracted himſelf; and we might have 
been more intereſted in the diſtreſſes of his heroes, 
had we not been ſo f diverted by the jokes 
of his buffoons. 

There are other rules more fixed and obligatory. 
It is neceſſary that of every play the chief action a 
ſhould be ſingle; for ſince a play repreſents ſome 1 
tranſaction, through its regular maturation to its 1 
final event, two actions equally important muſt 0 
evidently conſtitute two plays. 1 

As the deſign of tragedy is to inſtruct by moving 
the paſſions, it muſt always have a hero, a perſon- 1 
age apparently and inconteſtably ſuperior to the 
reſt, upon whom the attention may be fixed, and i 


the anxiety ſuſpended, For though of two per- 0 
a ſons | 
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equal virtue, the auditor will inevitably. in time 


chooſe his favourite, yet as that choice muſt be 
without any. cogency of conviction, the hopes or 
fears which it raiſes will be faint and languid. 


Of two heroes acting in confederacy againſt a com- 


mon enemy, the virtues or dangers will give little 
emotion, becauſe each claims our concern with the 


fame right, and the heart lies at reſt between _ 
motives. 


It ought to be the firſt endeavour of a writer to- 


diſtinguiſh nature from cuſtom ; or that which is 
eſtabliſhed becauſe it is right, from that which is: 
right only becauſe it. is eſtabliſhed'; that he may 
neither violate eſſential principles by a deſire of no- 


velty, nor debar himſelf from the attainment of 


beauties within his view, by a needleſs fear of break- 


ing rules which no literary dictator had authority. to- 
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IN, | 
T HOU GH one of your correſpondents has: 
prefumed to mention with ſome contempt. 
that preſence of attention and eaſineſs of addreſs, 
which the polite have long agreed to celebrate aid 
3 yet I cannot be perſuaded to think- them - 
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_ unworthy of regard or cultivation; but am in- 
clined to believe that, as we ſeldom value rightly 
what we have never known the miſery of want 
ing, his judgment has been vitiated by his happi- 
neſs ; and that a natural exuberance of aſſurance has 
hindered him from diſcovering its excellence and uſe. 
This felicity, whether beſtowed by conſtitution, 
or obtained by early haþitudes, I can ſcarcely con- 
template without envy. I was bred under a man 
of learning in the country, who inculcated nothing 
but the dignity of knowledge, and the happineſs 
of virtue. By frequency of admonition, and con- 
fidence of aſſertion, he prevailed upon me to be- 
lieve, that tae ſplendour of literature would always 
attract reverence, if not darkened by corruption. 
I therefore purſued my ſtudies with inceſſant in- 
duſtry, and avoided every thing which I had been 
taught to conſider either as vicious or tending to 
vice, becauſe I regarded guilt and reproach as in- 
ſeparably united, and thought a tainted reputation 
the greateſt calamity. | 
At the univerſity, I found no reaſon for change- 
ing my opinion; for though many among my 
feliow- ſtudents took the opportunity of a more 
remiſs diſcipline to gratify their paſſions ; yet virtue 
preſerved her natural ſuperiority, and thoſe who- 
ventured to neglect, were not ſuffered to inſult 
her. The ambition of petty accompliſhments 
found its way into the receptacles of learning, but 
was obſerved to ſeize commonly on thoſe who 
either neglected the ſciences or could not attain 
them; and I was therefore confirmed in the doc- 
trines of my old maſter, and thou ght nothing worthy: 
of my care but the means of gaining or imparting, 

CE 
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This purity of manners, and intenſeneſs of ap- 
plication, ſoon extended my renown, and I was 
applauded by thoſe, whoſe opinion I then thought. 
unlikely to deceivs me, as a young man that gave 
uncommon hopes of future eminence. My per- 
— formances in time reached my native province, 
and my relations congratulated themſelves upon 


the new honours that were added to their family. 


I. returned home covered with academical lau- 
rels, and fraught with criticiſm and philoſophy... 
The wit and the ſcholar excited curioſity, and my 
acquaintance was ſolicited by innumerable invita- 
tions. To pleaſe will always be the wiſh of bene- 

volence, to be admired muſt be the conſtant aim. 
of ambition; and I therefore conſidered myſelf as 
about to receive the reward of my honeſt labours,. 
and to find the efficacy. of learning. and of. virtue. 


The third» day aſter my arrival I dined. at the 
houſe of a gentleman who had ſummoned a mul- 
titude of his friends to the annual celebration of: 
his wedding-day, I ſet forward with great exult-- 
ation, and thought myſelf happy. that. I had an 
opportunity, of diſplaying my. knowledge to fo nu- 
merous an aſſembly. I felt no ſenſe of my own 

« infufficiency, till going up ſtairs to the dining-- 
room, I heard. the mingled roar of obſtreperous: 
merriment. I was however diſguſted rather than 
terrified, and went forward without dejection. te 
The whole company roſe at my entrance ; but 
when I ſaw ; ſo many eyes fixed. at. once upon 4 
me, I. was blaſted with a ſudden. imbecility, I was 
quelled by. ſome nameleſs power. which I found 
#npoſlible to be reſiſted, My. ſight was dazzled, 
my cheeks glowed, my. perceptions were con- -” 
feunded; I was haraſſed by the multitude ok S 
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eager ſalutations, and returned the common civi- 
lities with heſitation and impropriety ; the ſenſe of 
my own blunders increaſed my confuſion, and be- 


fore the exchange of ceremonies allowed me to ſit 
down, I was ready to ſink under the oppreſſion 


of ſurprize ; my voice grew weak, and my knees 


trembled. 


The aſſembly then med their places, and [ | 


fat with my eyes fixed upon the ground. To the 
queſtions of curioſity, or the appeals of complai- 
ſance, I could ſeldom anſwer but with negative- 
monoſyllables, or profeſſions bf ignorance; for 
the ſubjects on which they converſed, were ſuch 
as are ſeldom diſcuſſed in books, and were there- 
fore out of my range of knowledge. At length. 


an old clergyman, - who ' rightly - conjectured the- 


reaſon of my conciſeneſs, relieved me by ſome queſ- 
tions about the preſent ſtate of natural knowledge, 
and engaged me, by an appearance of doubt and: 


' oppoſition, in the explication and defence of the- 


Newtoman philoſophy. 


The conſciouſneſs of my own abilities rouſed 
me from depreſſion, and long familiarity with my 
ſubject enabled me to diſcourſe with eaſe and volu- 


bility; but however I might pleaſe myſelf, I 


found very little added by my demonſtrations to- 


the ſatisfaction of the company and my antago- 


niſt, who knew the laws of converſation too well 
to detain their attention long upon an unpleaſ- 
ing topick, after he had commended my acuteneſs 
and comprehenſion, diſmiſſed the controverſy, and 
reſigned me to my former inſignificance and per- 
plexity. 


After dinner, I veel from the ladies, who 
ha) heard that I was a wit, an. invitation to the 
p tea-. 
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tea-table. I congratulated myſelf upon an op por- 
tunity to eſcape from the company, whoſe gaiety 
began to be tumultuous, and among whom ſeveral 
hints had been dropped of the uſeleſſneſs of uni- 
verſities, the folly of book-learning, and the awk- 
wardneſs of ſcholars. To the ladies therefore I 
| flew, as to a refuge from clamour, - inſult, and 
ruſticity; but found my heart fink as I approached 
their apartment, and was again diſconcerted by the 
ceremonies of entrance, and confounded by the ne- 
 ceſfity of encountering ſo many eyes at once. 
When I fat down I conſidered that ſomething: 


pretty was always ſaid to ladies, and reſolved to 


recover my credit by ſome elegant obſervation or 
graceful compliment. I applied myſelf to the re- 
collection of all that I had read or heard in praiſe 
af beauty, and endeavoured to accommodate ſome 
claſſical compliment to the preſent occaſion. I 


funk into profound meditation, revolved the cha- 
racters of the heroines of old, conſidered whatever 


the poets have ſung in their — and after having 
borrowed and invented, choſen and rejected a thou- 
ſand ſentiments, which, if J had uttered them, would 
not have been Ader end I was awakened from 
my dream of learned gallantry, * the ſervant what 
diſtributed the tea. 

There are not many ſituations more Werte 
uneaſy than that in which the man is placed who 


is watching an opportunity to ſpeak, without 


courage to take it when it is offered, and who, 
though he reſolves to give a ſpecimen of his obilk= 
ties, always finds ſome reaſon or ather for delay- 
ing it to the next minute. I was aſhamed of 
ſilence, yet could find nothing to ſay of elegance 
or * equal to my wiſhes. The ladies, 


afraid: 
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afraid of my learning, thought themſelves not qua- 
lified to propoſe any ſubject of prattle to a man ſo 


famous for diſpute, and there was nothing on either 


ſide but impatience and vexation. 


In this conflict of ſhame, as I was reaſſombling 
my ſcattered ſentiments, and, reſolving to force 


my imagination to ſome ſprightly ſally, had juſt 


found a very happy compliment, by too much 
attention to my own meditations, I ſuffered the 
ſaucer to drop . from my hand. The cup was 


broken, the lap-dog was ſcalded, a brocaded pet- 


ticoat was ſtained, and the whole aflembly was 
thrown into diſorder. I now conſidered all hopes 
of reputation as at an end, and while they were 


conſoling and aſſiſting one another, ſtole away in 


ſilence. 


The miſadventures of this unhappy day are not 


yet at an end; I am afraid of meeting the meaneſt 
of them that -triumphed -over me in this ſtate of 
ſtupidity and contempt, and feel the fame terrors 


encroaching upon my heart at the ſight of thoſe 


who have once impreſſed them. Shame, above 
any other paſſion, propagates itſelf. Before thoſe 
who have ſeen me confuſed, I can never appear 
without new confuſton, and the remembrance of 
the weakneſs which I formerly diſcovered, hinders 
me from acting or ſpeaking with my natural 
force. | 
But is this miſery, Mr. Rambler, never to ceaſe? 

have I ſpent my life in ſtudy only to become the 


ſport of the ignorant, and debarred myſelf from | 
all' the common enjoyments of youth to collect 


ideas which muſt fleep in ſilence, and form opinions 
which J muſt not divulge? Inform me, dear Sir, 
by what means I may reſcue my faculties from 


309. 
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theſe ſhackles of cowardice, how I may riſe to a level 
with my fellow-beings, recal myſelf from this lan- 
guor of involuntary ſubjection to the free exertion 


of my intellects, and add to the n of reaſoning 
the ae of. ſpeech. 


Tam, STR, & o. 
VERECUNDULUS, 
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_ =—- Criticks yet contend, 


And of their vain diſputings find no end. FRANCIS, 


RITICISM, though. dignified from the 
earlieſt ages by the labours of men eminent 


for knowledge and fagacity, and, ſince the revival 
of polite literature, the favourite ſtudy of Euro- 
pean ſcholars, has not yet attained the certainty 
and ſtability of ſcience. The rules hitherto re- 
ceived, are ſeldom drawn from any ſettled prin- 
ciple or ſelf-evident poſtulate, or adapted to the 
natural and invariable conſtitution of things; but 
will be found upon examination the arbitrary 
edicts of legiſlators, authoriſed only by - them- 
ſelves, who, out of various means by which the 
ſame end may be attained, ſelected ſuch as, hap- 
pened to occur to their own reflexion, and. then, 
by a law which. idleneſs and timidity were too 
willing to obey, prohibited new experiments of 
wit, reſtrained fancy from the indulgence of her 
innate inclination to hazard and adventure, and 
condemned 
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condemned all future flights of genius to purkyy the 
path of the Meonian eagle. 

This authority may be more juſtly pen as ff 
it is apparently derived from them whom they | 
endeavour to controul; for we owe few of the 
rules of writing to the acuteneſs of criticks, who _ | 
have generally no other merit than that, having 0 
read the works of great authors with attention, 5 
. they have obſerved the arrangement of their 
matter, or the graces of their expreſſion, and then | 
expected honour and reverence for precepts which 
they never could have invented: ſo that practice A 
has introduced rules, rather than rules have directed 7 


UT +} — © 


practice. 
; For this reaſon the laws of every ſpecies of 
* writing have been ſettled by the ideas of him who 
firſt raiſed it to reputation, witheut enquiry whe- 
8. ther his performances were not yet ſuſceptible of 


improvement. The excellencies and faults of ce- 


e lebrated writers have been equally recommended to 

it | - poſterity; and fo far has blind reverence prevailed, 

al that even the number of their.books has been thought 

— worthy of imitation, 

y The imagination of the firſt authors of lyrick 

>= poetry was vehement and rapid, and their know- 

= ledge various and extenſive, Living in an age 

12 when ſcience had been little cultivated, and when 

at | the minds of their auditors, not being accuſtom- | 
y ed accurate inſpection, were eaſily dazzled by | 
- glaring ideas, they applied themſelves to inſtruct, 

le rather by ſhort ſentences and ftriking. Ee 

5 — than by regular ar 1 ; and finding at- 
n, tention more ſucceisfully excited by ſudden ſal- | 
0 lies and unexpected exclamations, than by the — 
of more artful and placid beauties of methodical | 
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deduction, they: looſed their genius to its own 
courſe, paſſed from one ſentiment to another 


: withdut - expreſſing the intermediate ideas, and 


roved at large over the ideal world with ſuch 
ligbtneſs and agility, that their footſteps are ſcarcely 
to be traced, - 


From this accidental ae; of the ancient 


writers the criticks deduce the rules of Iyrick po- 
-etry, which they. have ſet free from all the laws by 
which other compoſitions are confined, and allow to 
neglect the niceties of tranſition, to ſtart into remote 


digreſſions, and to wander without WORE from 


one ſcene of imagery to another. 

A writer of later times has, by the vivaciey of 
his eſſays, reconciled - mankind. to the ſame licen- 
tiouſneſs in ſhort diſſertations; and he therefore 

who wants ſkill to form a plan, or diligence to pur- 

ſue it, needs only entitle his performance an eſſay, 


to acquire the right of heaping together the col- 


lections of half his life, without order, coherence, 
or propriety. 

In writing, as in life, faults are ae with- 
out diſguſt when they are aſſociated with tran- 
ſcendent merit, and may be ſometimes recom- 
mended to weak judgments by the luſtre which 
they obtain from their union with excellence; 

but it is the | buſineſs of thoſe who preſume to 


ſuperintend the taſte or morals of mankind, to 


feparate deluſive combinations, and diſtinguiſh 
that which may be praiſed from that which can 
only be excuſed. As vices never promote hap- 
pineſs, though when overpowered ' by more ac- 
tive and more numerous virtues, they cannot 
totally deſtroy it; . ſo confuſion and irregularity 

2925 no Nn. 1 they cannot always 
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mind * ſucceſſon, may, for a time, de- 
light by 5 novelty, but they differ from ſyſ- 


tematical reaſoning, as ſingle notes from harmo- 


ny, . Aung hmog es ang 


che ſun... 


When- rules ate thas drawn, rather from pre- 


: cedents than reaſon, chere is danger not only from 


the faults of an author, but from 
thoſe who criticiſe his works; lince 1 


ie errors of 
y may of- 


ten miſlead their pupils by falſe repreſentations,” as 
the Giceronians of the ſixteenth century were be- 
trayed into barbariſms by corrupt. copies * their 


darling writer. 
K is effablithbi & Pens that/the p 


Lines of a poem, in which. the general . : 


muſt be void of glitter and embelliſh-, 


ment. The firſt lines of Paradiſe Loft,” fays 


Addiſon, are perhaps as plain, ſimple, and un- 
Oo as any of the whole poem, in which 
particular the author has conformed himſelf 


« EX. 


| ple Hu, and the precept, af 
This = 7 "og to. bang deen made by 


an implicit adoption of the common opinion, 
without conſideration either of the precept or 


example. Had Horace been conſulted, he would 
have been found to direct only what ſhould. be 


compriſed in the propoſition, not how it ſhould 
be expreſſed, and to have commended Homer in 
| PR HT not for the gradual © 


Ae. he „ . 


Py 


- 


THE RAMBLER, n 


5K 

vation of his dition, but the judicious expanſion. 
of his plan ; — 7 1 ervrane engen . 
for producing unexpected elegancies. | 
C9 dehinc miracula fromit,” SOOT: 

 Antiphaten Styllamque, & rum Cyclope —— 

But from a cloud of ſmoke he breaks to ""_ 


And pours his ſpecious miracles to cht; 
Auipbaies his hideous feaſt devours, + m 


 Chorybdis barks, and Polyphemes roars. + has 
If the exordial verſes of Homer be compared with 


the reſt of the poem, they will not appear remark- 


able for plainneſs or fimplicity, bat 1 3 | 


adorned and Maminated. 
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The man, for wiſdom's various arts renown'd, 

Long exercis'd in woes, O muſe! reſound. - 

"R Who, when his arms had wrought the per- 
Of facred Trey, and raz d her beav'n - built wall, 
Wand'ring ms lime to clime nere, 
Their manners noted, Ve e- e 
On ſtormy ſeas unnumber d toils he bore, 

- Safe with his friends to gain dis natal mare: 
Vain toils! their impious folly dar'd to prey _ 
On herds devoted to the god of day: 

| The god vindifiive doom'd them never more © 
ah men unbleſs'd) to touch that natal ſhore. 
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The firſt verſes of the Iiad are in like manner ' 


particularly ſplendid, and the propoſition of the 
\Eneid cloſes: with dignity: and orgy in 12 
eee eee eee 
Tube intent of the introduction is to 
and ſuſpend it; ſomething therefore = 
be diſcovered, and ſomething concealed; and the 


poet, : while the fertility of his invention is yet un- 


-known, may properly recommend himſelf * the 
racoat his language. 
He that reveals too much, or 3 too nale; 
be that never ;irritates the intellectual appetite, or 
chat immediately ſatiates it, equally, defeats his own 
purpoſe. It is neceſſary to the pleaſure of the reader, 
that the events ſhould. not be anticipated, and how 
: his atti eee e 


ons 159. "Fodtoay, Sept. 2 24, 175K 


hoe e rem 4:4 
85 : Fil. et magnam morbi deponere partem. + Hon. 
Tbe pow of words, and eren ſounds ee 


1 > The raging pain, and leſſen the diſeaſe. " Francrs. 


"THE" imbecility wich which” 2 
1 complains that the prefence of à numerous 
aſſembly freezes his faculties, is particularly inci- 
a the ſtudious part of mankind,” whoſe edu- 
neceffanily ſecludes them in their earſier Fears 
ingled dnverſe, till at their diſmiſſion from 
ebook and e! they plunge at onde into the 
tumiit of the world, and coming forth from the 
gloom of ſolitude are overpowered by the blaze of 


FE ment 3 8 405: ; | 
Fr . * 


56 THE RAM BLER. N® 259. 
It is perhaps kindly e 2 nature, that, 


as the feathers and ſtrength of a bird grow together, 
and her wings are not —— till ſhe is able 


to fly, ſo ſome proportion ſhould be preſerved in the 
human kind between Judgment and courage; the 


precipitation of inexperience: is therefore reſtrained 
by ſhame, and we remain ſhackled by timidity, 


till we have learned to eee pro- 


priety. 

I + ow can review the days of their 
youth, without recollecting temptations, which, 
ſhame, rather than virtue, enabled them tv reſiſt; 
and opinions which, however erroneous in their 
Principles, and dangerous in their conſequences, 
they have panted to advance at the hazard of con- 
tempt and hatred, when they found themſelves irre- 
ſiſtibly depreſſed by a languid anxiety, which ſeized 
them at the moment of utterance, and til] | gathered 
ſtrength from their endeavours to reſiſt it. 


It generally happens that aſſurance keeps an 


even pace with ability, and the fear of miſe. 


carriage, which hinders our firſt attempts, is gra- 
dually diſſipated as our ſkill advances towards 
certainty of ſucceſs. That baſhfulneſs therefore 
which prevents diſgrace, that ſhort and temporary 
ſhame, which ſecures us from the danger of laſting 
reproach, cannot be properly counted among our 
misfortunes.” _. 

Baſhfulneſs, however it may incommode the a 


moment, ſcarcely ever produces evils of long con- 


. tinuance; it may fluſh. the cheek, flutter in the 
| hearty deject the eyes, and enchain the tongue, 
but its miſchiefs ſoon paſs off without remem- 
brance. It may ſometimes exclude pleaſure, but 
ſeldom opens any avenue to ſorrow or wn. 
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It is obſerved ſomewhere, that few have en. 
| of having forborne to ſpeak. | 


To excite oppoſition, and inflame malevolence, 
is the unappy privilege of courage made arro- 


— by — ep ohbn of ſtrength. No man finds 


in himſelf any inclination to attack or oppoſe him 
who confeſſes his ſuperiority by bluſhing in his 


Preſence. Qualities exerted with apparent fearful- 


neſs, receive applauſe from every voice, and ſup- 
port from every hand. Diffidence may check re- 
ſolution and obſtruct performance, but compen- 
fates its embarraſſments by more important advan- 
tages; it conciliates the proud, and ſoftens the 


: 2 axerts ivy from excellence, and . | 


It may indeed happen that ei and vie- 
tue remain too long congealed by this frigorifick 
power, as the principles of vegetation are ſome- 


times obſtructed by lingering froſts. He. that 


enters late into a pablick ſtation, though with all 
the abilities requiſite to the diſcharge of his duty, 
will find his powers at firſt impeded by a timidity 
which he himſelf knows to be vicious, and muſt 
ſtruggle long againſt dejection and reluctance, be- 
fore he obtains the full command of his own at- 
tention, and . to the 


dignity of merit. 


For chis diſeaſe of the mind I know not ite 
ther any remedies of much efficacy can be found. 


Io adviſe a man unaccuſtomed to the eyes of 


multitudes to mount a tribunal without pertur- 


ſhades of contemplation, that hz . muſt nat be 
diſconcerted or perplexed in receiving and return- 


8 in compliments of a ſplendid . 


bation, to tell him whoſe life has paſſed in the 
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to adviſe an inhabitant” of Braſi oriSumatra not 
to ſhiver at an Engliſs winter, or him who has 
always lived upon a plain to look from a precipice 


without emotion. It is to ſuppoſe c in- 
ſtantaneouſſy controllable by reaſon, and to en- 


deavour to communicate by precept that which 


| way time and habit can beſtow. 

He that hopes by 2 and contem et 
«bone: to fortify himſelf againſt that awe which all, 
at their firſt appearance on the ſtage of life, muſt 
feel from the ſpectators, will, at the hour of need, 

be mocked by his reſolution; and I doubt whe- 


ther the preſervatives which Plato relates Acibiades 


to have received from Socrates, when he was about 
to ſpeak in publick, proved ſufficient to ſecure him 

| _from the powerful faſcination. ' = ... - 

Vet as the effects — -in- 

duſtry be accelerated or retarded, it cannot be 


improper to conſider how this: troubleſame inſtinct 


may be oppoſed when it exceeds its juſt propor- 
tion, and inſtead of repreſſing petulance and te- 
merity, ſilences eloquence, and debilitates force; 
ſince, though it cannot be hoped that anxiety 
ſhould be immediately diſſipated, it may be at leaſt 
ſomewhat abated; and the paſſions will operate with 
leſs violence, hen reaſon riſes againſt them, than 
- while ſhe either ſlumbers in neutrslity, or, mii 
taking her intereſt, lends them her 

Dido cauſe more frequently produces baſhfulneſs 
chan too high an opinion of our own import- 

ance. He that imagines an aſſembly filled with 
his merit, panting with expectation, and huſhed 
with attention, eaſily terrifies himſelf with the 
-dread of diſappointing them, and ſtrains his ima- 
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Cate the veracity of fame, and ſhew that his re- 


putation was not by chance. He conſiders, 


that what he ſhall ſay or do will never be forgotten; 


that renown or infamy are ſuſpended upon every 
ſyllable, and that nothing ought to fall from him 


which will not bear the teſt of time. Under ſuch 
ſolicitude, who can wonder that the mind is over- 
whelmed, and by ſtruggling with attempts above 


her ſtrength, quickly ſinks into 2 and 
deſpondency. 

The moſt uſeful l are often unpleaſing 
to the taſte. Thoſe who are oppreſſed by their 


own reputation, will perhaps not be comforted 


by hearing that their cares are unneceſſary. But 


the truth is, that no man is much regarded by 


the reſt of the world. He that conſiders how 
little he dwells upon the condition of others, will 


learn how little the attention of others is attracted 
by himſeif. While we ſee multitudes paſſing be- 


fore us, of whom perhaps not one appears to de- 
ſerve our notice, or excite our ſympathy, we ſhould 


remember, that we likewiſe are loſt in the fame | 


throng ; that the eye which happens to glance 
upon us is turned in a moment on him that fol- 
lows us, and that the utmoſt which we can reaſon- 


ably hope or fear, is to fill a vacant hour with rattle, 


and be 6 


END of the THIRD VOLUME. 


